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Word for Today 
 

Ascension is our feast of hope. 

We have journeyed with 

Christ through his earthly life 

and we celebrate his return to 

his Father. But implicit in our 

celebration is that where he 

has gone, we hope to follow. 
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YEAR OF MERCY 
began on December 8th 2015  -  20th November 2016 

Exploring Different Ways Into Personal Prayer – Thursdays 11-12noon in the 
large meeting room in No. 10 (opposite main Church doors) 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY – SUNDAY 8TH MAY 

A collection will take place at all masses this weekend.  Prayer cards 
available at the back of Church. 

 THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR   
would like to thank you for your generosity (£455.85) following the recent 
special collection held in all parishes.  Mass will be held at St Joseph’s Home 
in Newcastle for our intentions.  

 UKRAINE COLLECTION 
Again thank you for your generosity £382.64 was collected. 

 NBF FUND 
£205.12 was raised.  Thank you. 

SUNDAY STOP 
The SVP is starting an activity to provide a hot meal to those in need on a Sunday 
afternoon. 
The initial idea is to use the Parish Centre on the First Sunday of each month 
between 3 and 5pm. 
The PC committee have kindly provided support for this initiative and any other 
people who are interested in helping would be most welcome, you don’t need to 
be a member of the SVP. 
A meeting will be held on Thursday 12 May at 7pm in the Parish Centre to 
organise the first meal which will be held on 5 June. 
This Parish has a history of helping in this way with a parishioner running a similar 
session on a weekly basis back in the 2000s but it had to stop because of 
accommodation issues. Whilst there are other similar activities in the town, there 
is nothing on a Sunday. 

STARS Next Production – Hamlet 
In this year of the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, STARS next 
production, in association with Darlington Green Theatre, will be Hamlet 
(abridged version). Performance dates Friday 27th and Saturday 28th May at 7.30 
p.m. in the Parish Centre. Tickets will be available after Masses from  
1st May, prices £7 adult, £5 concession, can be reserved online at 
http://www.starsdarlington.co.uk  or contact Martin McLean on 01325 465275. 

http://www.starsdarlington.co.uk/


DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2016  (29th July – 5th August) 
Urgent appeal for Nurses and Adult Helpers as well as some of the Young people 
that we rely on for our outreach teams to the elderly who need wheelchairs and 
‘pushers’.  
This year the date of the pilgrimage is the same as the World Youth Day and 
some of the young people who usually help with the pilgrimage will be attending 
the World Youth Day.  
If you are interested please contact Fr Peter Stott on 01670 513410 as soon as 
possible. He will be able to answer all your queries re costs etc.  

 
PRAYER NOVENA FOR THE RE-EVANGELISATION OF OUR NATION  
In response to the call of the Archbishop of Canterbury and Archbishop Sentamu 
of York, there will be a prayer Novena called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ from Ascension 
Thursday to Pentecost : 8 – 15 May – for the re-evangelisation of Britain.  We 
have been invited to take part. There are to be 6 Beacon Cathedrals in England as 
focal points for prayer. Durham Cathedral is one of these and the final prayer 
liturgy will be there on Pentecost Sunday 15 May at 7.00pm. This is a free event 
but for planning purposes tickets do need to be booked through the website: 
http://thykingdom.co.uk/  
Bishop Seamus is anxious that we are well represented so book your ticket and 
let us be seen to pray together.  
From 8 – 15th there will be prayer spaces set apart in the Cathedral for this 
intention. You might be able to visit during that week or pray in your own church 
communities. During the Novena a prayer event will be held each day in the 
Galilee Chapel focusing on the Northern Saints.  

 
CELEBRATION of MARRIAGE  
Bishop Séamus will celebrate Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral on Saturday 14th May 
at 11.00am to give thanks for the Sacrament of Marriage. He has invited 2 
couples from each parish, young or old, newly married or celebrating a significant 
anniversary to come along to this wonderful celebration which will provide 
affirmation and support for Marriage across the diocese and to the wider North-
East community.   If you would like to attend, please see Fr Seamus. 

 
CHILDREN'S LITURGY LEADERS/HELPERS 
This afternoon which was due to be held at St Thomas Aquinas on Saturday 21st 
May has now been rescheduled for Saturday 2nd July 1.30pm-3.30pm.   

 



 
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 

 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and 
taught from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the 
apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. 
He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many 
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell 
them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he 
had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father 
had promised. It is he had said what you have heard me speak about: John 
baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now having met together, they asked him, Lord, has the time come? Are 
you going to restore the kingdom to Israel? He replied, It is not for you to 
know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will 
be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, 
and indeed to the ends of the earth. 
 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him 
from their sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men 
in white were standing near them and they said, Why are you men from 
Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as 
you have seen him go there.  

 
PSALM 

 
 

Either:  God goes up with shouts of joy; 
  The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
 
Or:  
   

 



 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 
wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge 
of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will 
inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us 
believers. This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, 
when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right 
hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or 
Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in this age, but 
also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made him, 
as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills the whole creation.  
 

Gospel: Luke 24:46-53 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'You see how it is written that the Christ would 
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this. 
 
'And now I am sending down to you what the Father has promised. Stay in 
the city then, until you are clothed with the power from on high.' 
 

Then he took them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his 
hands he blessed them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up to heaven. They worshipped him and then went back to 
Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually in the Temple praising God. 
 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 

 

PIETY STALL   Back of Church in No. 10  
First Holy Communion 18th June 
There is a good selection of First Holy Communion cards, 
Prayer books, Mass books, Rosaries, Statues etc.  We are 
open after all the Sunday Masses. 



 
REFLECTION – Lift up your hearts 

The day of the Lord’s triumphant return to his Father 
is not a day for narrowness or sadness. 
Rather, it is a day for openness and joy. 
Therefore, let us lift up our hearts. 
Let us raise up your minds. 
Let our spirits soar and be free. 
For sin and evil and death have been overcome. 
We know nothing of the mystery of the beyond. 
All we have is his word: ‘Where I am, you too will be.’ 
Lord, you have kindled in our hearts the hope of eternal life. 
Guard this hope with your grace, 
and bring it to fulfilment in the kingdome of heaven. 

 

BAPTISM COURSE 
St Augustine’s Parish Centre 
Wednesday 11th & 18th May 
7.15pm – 8.30pm. 
Please let the office (266602) know if you wish to 
attend. 

BIG-Little Gigs – Saturday 28th May – 2.00pm 
A fun live music experience for 0-10 years and their families. 
Our first event at our new home, the lovely St Augustines Parish Centre. We’re 
thrilled to welcome the brilliant Gilded Thieves. Northumbrian roots, foot-stomping 
bluesy romps,quirky folky ballads & intricate male & female vocals, delicately 
arranged around upbeat and engaging fiddle, mandolin, bass, guitar and percussion. 
This band tell stories. Tales of outlaws and vandals, sinners and sirens are honestly 
told in lyrics full of soul, uniquely arranged and enchantingly sung in ethereal 
harmony. Rich, romantic, rootsy and raw, we are in for a real treat. 
At St Augustines we have the benefit of car parking, stage and refreshments area, 
why not stay for half an hour after the show for a cuppa. Performance is at 2pm and 
entrance is £3.50 on the door, under 1s are free. www.biglittlegigs.co.uk 
 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY OF BISHOP SEAMUS  You are all invited to a Thanksgiving 
Mass on the occasion of Bishop Seamus’ Golden Anniversary of Priesthood on 
Friday 10th June at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle.  There is a number 
of allocated seats reserved for personally invited guests, but the rest of the 
Cathedral is open to everyone. 

http://www.biglittlegigs.co.uk/


PARISH CENTRE INFORMATION 
To book the Parish Centre   :   email staugspc@gmail.com  or 

                                             telephone 07909 747145 

Bar Opening Times: Friday      7-11pm 
                                        Sunday   12-2pm   &  7-10.30pm  

COFFEES AFTER MASS 
                                  Provided by  
                                      CAFOD  

 
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH CLUB/CENTRE INFORMATION 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

DATES FOR DIARY 

 SUMMER BALL 

Saturday 4th June 7pm – midnight.  Dinner & Dance with Live 
Music and 3 course meal.  Please come along and join us – a 
chance to dress up (smart – black tie optional)  Tickets £12.50 
available from behind the bar, email staugspc@gmail.com or 
contact Barbara in the office. 
 

BOOK CLUB – CHANGE OF DATE 
This will now take place on Wednesday 18th May owing to the Requiem Mass for 
Leo Dale taking place this coming Wednesday 11th May. 

LUNCHEON GROUP 
will meet on Tuesday, 18th May  
from 12.45 until 2.30pm in the Parish Centre Bar area. Everyone is welcome to 
come along for a light lunch of homemade soup, bread, cakes and tea and coffee. 
£2.50/head.

 

DIOCESAN FESTIVAL 2016  Saturday 25th – Sunday 26th June at Emmaus 
Youth Village.  This year’s theme is “Limitless Love : Making all things new”.  
The programme includes prayer, liturgy, reflection, mime, discussion & 
music.  It is an opportunity for our whole diocesan family to come together 
to celebrate & to be encouraged in our faith offering inspiring speakers for 
adults as well as activities for young people & children.  Booking forms are 
available at the back of 
church. 
  

 

mailto:staugspc@gmail.com
mailto:staugspc@gmail.com


 
MAY 8TH                                 Ascension of the Lord  - YEAR C  

 St Augustine's 
St Augustine's  
St Augustine's  

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Martin Newbould  RIP 
Josephine Robinson  RIP 
Csilla Andris  RIP 

MONDAY St Augustine’s  12.00 pm 
- 3.00 pm 

Eucharistic Service 
Followed by Exposition 

TUESDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Annie & Charlie Martin  RIP 

WEDNESDAY  St Augustine’s 1.30 pm Req. Mass – Leo Dale 

THURSDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Betty,Gerard & Family 

FRIDAY  St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Our Lady of Fatima 

SATURDAY                                     CONFESSIONS  10-11am 

SUNDAY  15th May 
Pentecost Sunday  
Year C 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine's  
St Augustine's  

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Kevin Cundy  RIP 
John Sequera  RIP 
Patrick Barry  RIP 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott, Sister 
Evelyn and all priests and religious in the diocese who have 
health problems.         
Also the sick and housebound of the parish – Pat Cooke, Joan 
Foster, Maureen Harrison, Monica Hibbert, Margaret Keelan, 
Anne Kee, and those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD Kathleen Lynn 

ANNIVERSARIES May Anniversaries – Beatrice Prior, Dick Hansell, Ellie 
McFarthing, Elizabeth Hepperle, Donal O’Driscoll, Alice 
Bicknell, Margaret French, Matthew Gallagher, Peter Russell, 
Joseph McCormick, Ronnie Tempest, Elsie Lawley, Patrick 
Killeen, Frank Connolly, Sarah Danks, Hugh McGee.  May they 
rest in peace. 

MINISTERS                        SUNDAY 15th May 2016                                                               
                                             
READERS                        
OFFERTORY                  
WELCOMERS 

9.15 am 
B Glendenning/J Scott 
L Carlson/B Glendenning 
Mr & Mrs Lynch 

11.00 am 
S Donnellan/A Gibbon 
Mr & Mrs Allinson 
C McAllister 

6.30 pm 
M Webster/B Humphrey 
Mr & Mrs Hughes 
J McGarrity 

COUNTERS  (B)    T Appleton/ G Harrison/J Poad/C McAllister/G Doherty 

1st May 2016 
 

£ 579.60  
£ 358.74  (£448.42 gift aided)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
£ 938.34 

 


