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Word for Today 
 

As another Church year begins today are we 
on the lookout for signs of God’s kingdom on 

earth, or are we so bound up in the daily 
round that we fail to notice? Our salvation is 
nearer now than when we were converted. 

“The time” has come 
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ADVENT WAITING 
The Advent wreath can be a powerful symbol. In a world of instant service, of 59 
minute delivery and 24 hours a day communication the Advent Wreath reminds 
us that waiting can be good. Each Sunday we light one more 
candle, and we see that there are still others to be lit. Advent 
is about waiting for the Messiah. Not wasting time, but 
expectant waiting. Waiting that is about longing, about 
yearning. Waiting that does not sell-out to the premature 
festivity of the tinsel and the mistletoe, the commercial 
excuse for profit, the Christless jollity. Advent waiting is an invitation to grow, to 
ponder, to reflect and to be grateful. It's not instant. It's mellow. And it's 
rewarding. 

 
 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE  
Will be held in Holy Family Church on Tuesday 6th December at 7pm. 

ADVENT RETREAT DAY – ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL - NEWCASTLE 
Thursday 8 December 2016 

10.45 am       Talk by Fr Paul Jenkins O Carm 
11.30 am       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
12.05 pm      Solemn Sung Mass for the Immaculate Conception 
1.00 pm        Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
(Confessions from 1.00 – 2.00pm) 

RECONCILIATION DAY– ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL - NEWCASTLE 
Saturday 17 December 2016 

12 noon        Service of Reconciliation with Bishop Séamus 
12.30 pm      Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

          (With individual confession until 4.00pm) 
4.00 pm          Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

ST CUTHBERTS CARE – ADVENT ALMS APPEAL 
St Cuthberts Care’s two Catholic nursing homes provide invaluable peace of mind 
often to older people with no family and minimal income.  Combined efforts from 
parishes to date have raised just over £17,000 towards our Hardship Fund and 
your ongoing support is immensely appreciated. 

DARLINGTON TOWN CENTRE CHURCHES 
Are having a service in St Cuthbert’s Church on Sunday 27th November at 6.30pm.   

‘ A journey in words and music for Advent’. 

Advent Booklets & Calendars available at the back of Church. 

Walk in the light 
The time has come 

Stay awake and stand 
ready 



Last Tuesday representatives from all eight parishes in 
Darlington deanery met and agreed the final 
combined Partnership Proposal. This was sent 

electronically to the FTiH diocesan team on Friday.  
If anybody would like a copy there is a sheet at the back of Church for your 
name/email and we will send you a copy.  There will be a couple of paper copies 
at the back of Church, when I receive the completed copy.  We are hoping to 
have it on our website next week - staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

CLUSTER EVENTS 
ST WILLIAM’S 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 18TH - Carol Service 4pm  
ST TERESA’S  

 SATURDAY DECEMBER 3rd - Autumn Fayre 12 noon 
ST ANNE’S  
will celebrate the 60th anniversay of the Church on Thursday 8th December at 
7pm with Mass to be celebrated by Bishop Seamus followed by a celebration in 
the Parish Hall.  Please put your name on the list at the back of Church if you are 
going to attend (for catering purposes). 

 

CAFOD EVENTS CALENDAR 

 CAFOD Cabaret 
This year’s CAFOD Cabaret will be held on Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd 
December. Would anyone who would like to take part please declare their 
interest as soon as possible to Martin McLean.  Tickets for CAFOD Cabaret 
will be available after Mass, from the Parish Centre bar or from Martin 
McLean (tel 01325 465275). Ticket price £5. 

 CAFOD Quiz – Saturday 17th December after the Nativity 

 Afternoon Tea and Christmas Sing-a-Long - Sunday 18th December 

FIRST RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Please remember in your prayers those children making their First Reconciliation 
here in St Augustine’s on Tuesday 6th December at 6.30pm. 

YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE NEED YOU! 
As over 600 families will be in great need in our town this Christmas, our young 
people are collecting toys, gifts and donations at all Masses next weekend 4th 
December to help families who are struggling. Please can you help? Gifts need 
not be wrapped.    The deadline is 10th December and any presents after 4th 
December can be left at the presbytery. 



First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
 

Psalm: 
 
Either: I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
  “Let us go to God’s house.” 
 
Or:
  
 
 



Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 

You know 'the time' has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even 
nearer than it was when we were converted. The night is almost over, it will 
be daylight soon - let us give up all the things we prefer to do under the 
cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live 
decently as people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or 
licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'As it was in Noah's day, so will it be when the Son 
of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood people were eating, 
drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into 
the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. 
It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields 
one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, 
one left. 
 
'So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is 
coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the householder had known at 
what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his 
house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.' 
 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
The Piety Shop (in No. 10 at the back of Church) is now selling Christmas 
cards, books, diaries and calendars, plus Advent Calendars depicting the true 
meaning of Christmas and all very reasonably priced. Please take a look. 

 

DARLINGTON WALK FOR PEACE – SUNDAY 27TH NOVEMBER – starting at 
12.30pm at The Friends Meeting House, calling at St Augustine's Church 12.55pm, 
then following a planned route and ending at the Dolphin Centre at 15.55pm. 



 
REFLECTION – ENCIRCLING PRAYER 

In today’s second reading, we heard St Paul say: ‘Let your armour be the Lord.’ 
Hence, we might pray as follows: 
 Circle me Lord. 
  Keep protection near; keep danger afar. 

Circle me Lord. 
Keep hope within; keep doubt without. 

Circle me Lord. 
Keep light near; keep darkness afar. 

Circle me Lord. 
Keep peace within; keep strife without. 

Circle me, Lord. 
Keep love within; keep hate without.  Amen 

 

 
TUESDAY GROUP CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Members and friends are reminded to meet in the Parish Centre at 12.45pm for 
lunch at 1pm.   
 
RED BOX HOLDERS 
If you’re searching for a Christmas gift for the person in your life who seems to 
have everything, here’s something they haven’t got - the 2017 Mission Today 
calendar, available for you now at the back of the church…..and it’s free! 
Please take one as a thank you for your continuing and generous support. 
 

“THE ART OF DYING WELL” – is a new website that offers a helping hand to those 
grappling with issues around death and dying. Based in the Catholic tradition but 
open to all, it features real life stories about dealing with the journey through 
death to eternal life. It will launch in November – the traditional month of 
remembering and praying for the dead. There are prayer cards available at the 
back of Church. www.artofdyingwell.org  

 
TOILET ROLLS/SARDINES -  FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES PROJECT 
This is is an ongoing collection.  We hope to make a delivery during the first week 
of every month.  Thank you but please ..... keep them rolling in! 

 
 
 



PARISH CENTRE INFORMATION 
To book the Parish Centre   :   email staugspc@gmail.com  or 

                                             telephone 07909 747145 

Bar Opening Times                :   Sunday   12-2pm   &  7-10.30pm
  

COFFEES AFTER MASS 
Provided by 

Zoe  
for the Air Ambulance 

  

ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH CLUB/CENTRE INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 CAFÉ TYPE FAITH EXPLORATION COURSE –Wednesday 30th November 
at 7.30pm 

 

NATIVITY PLAY & CAFOD CHRISTMAS QUIZ – SATURDAY 17TH DECEMBER  
Thanks to everyone who came forward. We now have a full cast for this year’s 
Nativity, although more singers welcome. Just come along to the rehearsal in the 
Youth Hall on Saturday 10th December at 5pm if you would like to sing.  
So, now we have got it together, we need everyone else to come along and enjoy 
this Christmas favourite in the garden of the Parish Centre at 6pm on Saturday 
17th December.  Wrap up warm, bring a torch, and don't forget your Food Bank 
donations of tinned goods, rice and pasta.  Mince pies and seasonal beverage 
after and all welcome to stay on for the Cafod Christmas Quiz. 

 
STARS PANTO – CHORUS MEMBERS NEEDED There are opportunities for adults 
(both men and women) and children Y6 and above. If you are interested, please 
come to the Parish Centre on Sunday’s at 7.30 or on Friday’s at 7.00. If you would 
like further information, please contact the producer, Mandie Young, via 
Facebook or call Martin McLean on 01325 465275.  

NORTHERN STAR TRAVEL LTD  www.northernstartravel.com 
Christmas in Lourdes, 6 days by coach, departs 22nd December pick-ups in 
Newcastle, Durham and Darlington, no overnight travel, full Pilgrimage itinerary 
in Lourdes + a gift for everyone travelling. £390 per person sharing, £450 in single 
room, for information and bookings please contact Northern Star Travel on 0161 
763 8722. 
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NOVEMBER 27TH                          1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR A 
 St Augustine's 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine's  

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Mark & Mary Dunn  RIP 
Leo Dale  RIP 
Holy Souls 

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12 noon  Eucharistic Service followed 
by Exposition 

TUESDAY  St Augustine's  12.15 pm Tony McFarthing  RIP 

WEDNESDAY     

THURSDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Lucy Hui  RIP 

FRIDAY  St Augustine's  
St Augustine’s 

7.00 pm 
7.30 pm 

Ann&Mike Webster Ints. 
Holy Hour 

SATURDAY                                    CONFESSIONS  10-11 am 

SUNDAY 4TH  December 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
YEAR  A 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine's 
St Augustine's  

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

 Jean Elizabeth Carter  RIP 
Foy Family 
Alex Peter  RIP 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott, Sister 
Evelyn and all priests and religious in the diocese who have 
health problems.   Also the sick and housebound of the parish -  
Joan Foster, Maureen Harrison, Michelle Butler, Anne Kee, 
Teresa Hughes, Betty Smith. and those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD Joan Beckwith 
ANNIVERSARIES November Anniversaries  - Gordon Davies, Thomas Taylor, 

Kathleen Taylor, Bryan Kidd, Dorothy Charlton, Margaret 
Barnes, Mary Ord, Francis Keenan, Elizabeth Watson, 
Louisa Temple, Mary Appleby, Mavis McGuirl.  May they 
rest in peace. 

MINISTERS                        SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2016 
                                            
READERS                        
OFFERTORY                  
WELCOMERS 

9.15 am 
P Joyce/S McEvoy 
Mr & Mrs Kilgour 
N Daley/S McGovern 

11.00 am 
D Taylor/C McAllister 
Tobin Family 
C McAllister 

6.30 6.30 pm 
J Humphrey/A Ivanec 
Morgan Family 
R Ivanec 

COUNTERS TEAM  (C)  B Humphrey/G Lynch/P Owen/L Eastham 

Sunday Income      20TH November  2016   
 

£ 613.53  Loose 
£  356.09 Gift Aided £445.11 
£969.62   
 

 
 


