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My sincere thanks for all the cards and gifts I have received this Christmas. 
I would also like to thank all of you who work throughout the year to make  

St Augustine's the successful and caring parish that it is. 
I hope that each and every one of you had a very happy Christmas and  

                               a New Year filled with peace, hope and joy.                
Fr Seamus 

 
SVP  CRIB APPEAL 
The annual collection for Sudan will take place over the Christmas period. Working with 
local agencies, SVP has developed projects including baby feeding programmes, medical 
care and the provision of foster homes for orphans. Collection baskets will be alongside 
the crib. 

The S.V.P would like to wish all parishioners a very happy Christmas, and a 
happy new year, and a big thank you for your support in 2016. 

Merry Christmas to everyone from the S.V.P Conference 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE CEILIDH 
HCPT Group 195 are hosting this year’s Ceilidh in the Parish Centre, 7.30-12.30am 
(Shared Table).  
To reserve your tickets priced at £7.00 for adults (includes New Year’s Eve toast) and 
£2.00 for children, family tickets also available (2A + 2C for £15.00) please text/phone 
Julie Watson on 07809 340321.  

 
BAPTISM COURSE                                                                  
Where? St Augustine’s Parish Centre 
When? Wednesday 25th January/1st February  – 7.15pm – 8.30pm 

Please let us know if you will be attending.                            266602.   
 
DON’T FORGET THE STARS PANTOMIME 2017 
Dick Whittington.  Wednesday 18th - Saturday 21st January 7.30pm with matinee on 
Saturday at 2.00pm.  Tickets £7/£5.  Available from the Parish Centre bar, or order on 
line at www.stars darlington.co.uk. 
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REFLECTION   –    THE GREATNESS OF OUR HUMANITY 
Sometimes people expect something extraordinary, 
Or even miraculous to happen at Christmas. 
But when Christ came on earth, 
He came clothed, not in the extraordinary, 
But in the ordinary. 
He came dressed in the cloak  
of our weak, fragile, mortal humanity. 
‘They wrapped the baby in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger.’ 
Like an acorn that falls to earth, silently and unheralded, 
in a remote corner of the forest, 
And which grows into a great oak tree, 
So from these lowly origins Jesus grew up 
to show us the greatness of our humanity. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knock knock 

Who’s there? 

Snow 

Snow who? 

Snow use.  I forgot my name again! 

Knock knock 

Who’s there? 

Irish. 

Irish who? 

Irish you a merry Christmas! 

Father Christmas’ sleigh broke down on Christmas Eve.  He flagged down 

a passing motorist and asked, “can you give me a hand?” 

“Sorry,” the motorist replied.  “I’m not a mechanic, I’m a chiropodist.” 

“Well, can you give me a toe?” 

What do sheep write on their 

Christmas cards? 

“Merry Christmas to ewe”. 

What Christmas card is 

popular in the desert? 

“O camel ye faithful ……..”. 

Which King is the children’s 

favourite at Christmas time? 

“Stoc king”. 

Knock knock 

Who’s there? 

Arthur!. 

Arthur who? 

Arthur any mince pies left? 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES 



  CHRISTMAS QUIZ - FILL IN THE BLANKS 
a) Hark, the ______ angels sing, "Glory to the ___ ___ ____.    Peace on earth 

and mercy mild, God and _______ reconciled. 

b) Joy to the _______ . The Lord is come; Let ______ receive her King;  Let 
every ______ prepare Him room. 

c) Angels we have ______ on high, Singing ________ through the night.  And 
the _________ in reply, Echoing their brave ________ .  

d) The first Nowell the angel did ____ was to certain poor _________ in the 
fields as they ___ . In fields where they lay a keeping their _____ on a cold 
winter's night that was so deep. 

e) Silent night, Holy night. All is _____ , all is _____ . Round yon _______ 
Mother and Child. Holy _____ so tender and mild. 

f) 0 little town of _________ how still we see thee ____ . Above thy deep and 
_________ sleep the silent _______ go by. 

g) 0 come all ye _________ , joyful and _________ . 0 come ye, 0 come ye, 
to__________ . Come and behold Him, born the _____ of Angels. 

h) 0 come, 0 come ___________ and ransom captive ________ . That morns 
in lonely _______ here until the Son of God appear. 

i) Away in the ________ , no crib for His bed. The little ____ Jesus laid down 
His sweet _____ .  

j) While shepherds watched their ______ by night. All seated on the _____ , 
the angel of the _____ came down. 

k) Go tell it on the ________ , over the _______ and everywhere, Go tell it on 
the ________ , that Jesus Christ is _______ .  

l) 0 Holy ______ , the ______     are brightly shining. It is the ________ of 
the dear Saviour's _______ .  

m) God ____ ye merry _________ .     Let nothing you _______ . Remember 
_______   the Saviour was   _____  on Christmas ___ .  

n) We _______ kings of _____ are, bearing _____ we traverse so ____,field 
and ________ , _____ and mountain following yonder ____ .  

 
 
 

How did Scrooge win the football game?   
The ghost of Christmas passed! 

What song do you sing at a snowman's birthday party?   
Freeze a jolly good fellow! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ - ANSWERS 

a) herald    new born King    sinners,     

b) world     earth     heart     

c) heard     sweetly     shepherds     delight 

d) sing    shepherds     lay     watch  

e) calm     bright    virgin     infant  

f) Bethlehem     lie     dreamless      stars  

g) faithful    triumphant     Bethlehem     king  

h) Emmanuel    Israel     exile  

i) Manger     Lord     head    

j) flocks      ground       Lord  

k) mountain     hills     mountain     born  

l) night     stars     night    birth  

m) rest     gentlemen     dismay     Christ    born   

n) three    Orient     gifts     far     fountain      moor    star 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s green and goes to Summer Camp? 

“A Brussel Scout”. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 25th                       CHRISTMAS DAY – YEAR A 

 St Augustine's 
St Augustine's 
St Augustine's  

6.00 pm 
Midnight 
10.00 am 

Margaret Lindsay 
O’Hare Family 
Kathleen&Hugh Tinney  RIP 

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.00 pm NO SERVICE 

TUESDAY  St Augustine's 12.15 am Eucharistic Service 

WEDNESDAY     

THURSDAY St Augustine’s 12.45 pm Req Mass Aldo Di-Duca 
FRIDAY  St Augustine's  7.00 pm Holy Family 

SATURDAY                                  CONFESSIONS  10-11 am  

SUNDAY  
1st January 2017 
YEAR  A 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine’s 

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Private Intention 
Ints of Our Lady 
NO MASS 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott, Sister 
Evelyn and all priests and religious in the diocese who have 
health problems.   Also the sick and housebound of the parish -  
Joan Foster, Maureen Harrison, Michelle Butler, Anne Kee, 
Teresa Hughes, Betty Smith and those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD Aldo Di-Duca 
ANNIVERSARIES December Anniversaries - Stella Davies, Emma Howard, 

Thomas Wake, Keith Cowan, Mary & James Courtney, Catherine 
O’Keefe, Phoebe Pearson, Teresa Conway, Ralph Pearson, Anne 
Decosemo, Alan Love, Jean Carter, Dennis Beaumont, Erin 
Adam, John Fay, Francis O’Hare, Moira Griffin, Joe Lyonette, 
Hilda McCallum, Anthony Millett. May they rest in peace. 

MINISTERS                        SUNDAY 1st JANUARY 2016 

READERS                        
OFFERTORY                 
WELCOMERS 

J Daley/J Scott 
Springfield Family 
Watson Family 

C Graham/M Graham 
Mr & Mrs Allinson 
P Ingham 

NO MASS 
NO MASS 
NO MASS 

COUNTERS TEAM  (B)  T Appleton/ G Harrison/J Poad/C McAllister/G Doherty 
 

 

 



 

 

As we come together this Christmas we gather as an honest people and the honest 
truth is: there is a lot of danger in the world.  But we also gather as a hopeful people, 
and our hope is rooted in a promise that God made many years ago, about 700 years 
before Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote this: 
 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the Government will be on 

his shoulders and he will be called Wonder Counsellor, Might God, ever”. 
Jesus entered this world to bring peace.  There is a wonderful story about Christmas 
peace.  It is a really true story. 
It took place on Christmas Eve 1914, during World War 1.  It was on a battlefield in 
Flanders, which is in Belgium, and the battlefield stretched for miles and miles.  On 
one side of this field, there was the German Army – and they had the reputation of 
being brutal killers.  On the other side, there was the British and the French fighting 
together.  In between them, was this muddy, icy area called ‘No man’s Land’. 
On that Christmas eve, something totally unexpected happened.  The British looked 
across that icy field in the dark, and they saw these little evergreen trees being 
placed on top of the German trenches.  And then they started to see those signs 
being held up, some in German, some of them in broken English, the most common 
was, ‘You no fight, we no fight”.   Some of the British units started making their own 
signs, and both sides met and embraced each other in ‘No man’s land’. 
A very unique moment, but it highlighted the fact that deep down in the hearts of all 
there is that deep desire for peace and embrace. 

A very Merry Christmas to everyone.  Fr Seamus 
 


