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WORD FOR TODAY 

 
 

Today marks the last event in the Christmas story. 
The arrival of the wise men represents the 

flowering of God’s plan as people from East and 
West come to know of the wonders God works in 

the birth of Jesus. As we finally pack away the 
Christmas decorations our challenge is to keep the 

hope of new life alive in our hearts and minds. 
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STARS Pantomime Tickets 
Tickets for STARS pantomime, Dick Whittington, will be 
available in the Parish Centre after Sunday Masses and from 
the Parish Centre bar - prices £7 adult, £5 concession.  You 
can also pay online via paypal via the STARS Website  
http://www.starsdarlington.co.uk  
 

Performance dates Wednesday 18th to Saturday 21st January, 
                                              including Saturday matinee 
 

 
BAPTISM COURSE                                                                  

Where? St Augustine’s Parish Centre 
When? Wednesday 25th January & 1st February   
                           – 7.15pm – 8.30pm 
 

Please let us know if you will be attending.   Either by telephone on 26602 or 
by email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 

 
 
 
FLAME CONGRESS 
On Saturday 11th March a group of 1,000 young people and accompanying 
adults from our diocese will be travelling to Flame at Wembley Arena. Flame 
is a National Catholic Youth Congress with inspiring speakers and music from 
Matt Redman. Coaches will be leaving from every part of the diocese. There 
are still places left for young people Year 9 and above and for adults. If you 
would like to go, please contact YMT for further details. Email 
admin@ymt.org or 01207 592244  

 

http://www.starsdarlington.co.uk/
mailto:admin@ymt.org


SVP 
The SVP have a Lourdes Fund to send a pilgrim to Lourdes with a Carer if 
possible, and this year it is Darlington’s turn.  If anybody knows of anybody 
who would benefit from going to Lourdes, please hand their name and 
address into the parish office.  A process will need to be started with the 
Diocesan Lourdes Team so names asap. 

 
CONFIRMATION COURSE 2017 
All young people in Y11 and older, and who would like to be confirmed, 
please get in touch with the office to register, and attend the first session at 
Carmel College chapel next week (details below): this is especially important 
for young people attending schools and colleges other than Carmel who 
may not be aware of the upcoming course.  

 All preparation sessions and the Flame event are compulsory and non-
attendance could result in your child being unable to receive the 
sacrament. 

 All sessions will take place at Carmel College, students will meet 
weekly in the Chapel. The sessions will take place from 6:45pm- 
8:30pm. 

Session 1: Tuesday 10th January – ‘A Sacramental Journey’ 
Session 2: Tuesday 17th January – ‘Exploring the Sacrament of Confirmation’ 
Session 3: Tuesday 7th February – ‘Receiving the Mercy of God’ 
Session 4: Tuesday 28th February- ‘Meeting with Christ at His table’ 
THE FLAME EVENT: Saturday 11th March- Travelling from Carmel College. 
The times are to be confirmed. 
Tuesday 14th March: Rehearsal for the Sacrament of Confirmation (Church 
to be confirmed) 
Thursday 16th March- The Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation 
with Bishop Seamus Cunningham 
 
Thank you for those who have already made payment of £20, please can you 
ensure that this is paid prior to the start of the course. Cheques can be 
made payable to St. Augustine’s Deanery. 
 

 
 



First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 
though night still covers the earth 
and darkness the peoples. 

Above you the Lord now rises 
and above you his glory appears. 
The nations come to your light 
and kings to your dawning brightness. 

Lift up your eyes and look round: 
all are assembling and coming towards you, 
your sons from far away 
and your daughters being tenderly carried. 

At this sight you will grow radiant, 
your heart throbbing and full; 
since the riches of the sea will flow to you, 
the wealth of the nations come to you; 

camels in throngs will cover you, 
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, 
bringing gold and incense 
and singing the praise of the Lord. 

 
The Psalm 

 
 All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 

 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3.5-6 
 
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace 
he meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the 
knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed 
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any 
men in past generations; it means that pagans now share the same 



inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the same 
promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King 
Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. 'Where is the 
infant king of the Jews?' they asked. 'We saw his star as it rose and have 
come to do him homage.' When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests 
and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. 'At Bethlehem in Judaea,' they told him, 'for this is what the 
prophet wrote: 
 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
 for out of you will come a leader 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.' 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them 
the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to 
Bethlehem. 'Go and find out all about the child,' he said 'and when you have 
found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.' Having 
listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them 
was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place 
where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going 
into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their 
knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different 
way. 
 
 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 

 

Gold is the gift fit for a King. Frankincense was in constant use by the priests 
in the temple. Myrrh was used to embalm the dead. In those three gifts we 
see who he is, what he came to do, and what it would cost him. 

(John Stott) 



 
REFLECTION – Prayer at the start of the year  

Lord, I sometimes wonder where I’m going 
And what is the meaning of my life. 
I wonder especially 
what the new year holds for me. 
Will it bring joy or sorrow, 
success or failure, life or death? 
But then I remember that you came on earth; 
and that you still travel the road of life with me. 
And so I say to my soul: 
‘Go out into the darkness, 
and put your hand in the hand of Christ, your Brother; 
that will be better than a light, 
and safer than a known path.’ 

 
WHITE FLOWER APPEAL Sunday 15th January 
SPUC Society for the Protection of Unborn Children.  
There will be an appeal on Sunday 15th January. In common with the 
Catholic Church, SPUC defends and upholds the sanctity of human life from  
conception until natural death. It seeks to protect unborn children from 
abortion and defends disabled, elderly and incapacitated from euthanasia 
and assisted suicide. SPUC also provides trained speakers for schools and 
offers pro-life support for teachers, parents and medical professionals.  
  

CELEBRATING FATIMA 100 YEARS  
Fatima is a major pilgrimage Centre of our faith since Our Lady first 
appeared there in 1917. Among other things she asked us to pray in 
reparation for the sins of the world. To celebrate these events you are 
invited to a Deanery Mass of Reparation on the first Saturday of each 
month, followed by the Rosary.  
Saturday 4th February (confessions after Mass) 9.30am Holy Family  
Saturday 4th March 11.15am St Augustine’s  
Saturday 1st April 9.30am Holy Family  
Saturday 6th May 11.15am St Augustine’s  
Saturday 13th May 9.30am Holy Family  

( The date of the 100th Anniversary of the 1st apparition) 
 



COFFEES AFTER MASS 
       Provided by 

           Carmel HCPT 

PARISH CENTRE INFORMATION 
To book the Parish Centre   :   email staugspc@gmail.com  or 

                                             telephone 07909 747145 

Bar Opening Times:                Sunday   12-2pm   &  7-10.30pm
  

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH CLUB/CENTRE INFORMATION 

 
 

 
 
 
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S BOOK CLUB 
Next meeting Wednesday 11th January 2017, 2.00pm – 3.30pm Parish 
Centre.   Any new members welcome to join us for a chat and coffee. 

 
 

Next Sunday 15th January we have invited all those families who had their 
children baptised here in St Augustine’s during 2016 to the 9.15am Mass.   
Reuben James Clark, Jack Thomas Wiggins, Michael Patrick Haigh, Mary 
Isabella Thompson, Jakub Jasnikowski, Charlie James Bennett, Maya 
Fuomkowska, William Alexander Addison, Christopher Bellwood, Jason 
Bellwood,Josie Mary Leilah Johnston, Paisley Rose Shann, Isla Rose Donald, 
Eve Vivienne Bradshaw, Adelaide Emma Outterson, Esmae Elizabeth, 
Rayper, Edwin James Butcher, Niamh May Dalton-Fisher, Vaider Emelia 
Reay, Isabella Wojcik, Sophia Suggett, Sofia Valgolio, Harry Baker, Millie 
Baker, Alby James Robinson, Blake Ashton Tomlinson, Ethan Roy Verity, 
Quinn Michael Lyons, Kenny Criddle, Evelyn Rose Robin,  Darcy Mae Moor, 
Harry Christopher Jackson, Olivia Lucy Myszka, Eliott John Wheeler, Robyn 
Maria White, Oliver George Corcoran, Alfred Haithwaite, Henry John Welch, 
Sam David Medd, Hugh Alexande, Kalimeris, Hannah Hangdann, Lia Jessica 
Nimmo, Emily Elizabeth Eggleston, Henry Benjamin Taylor, Nadia Justinovic, 
Ivy Christine Howes, Penelope Elizabeth Howes, Rozalia Emilia Sowa, Archer 
Thomas Lazenby, Valentina Rose Taylor-Krol, Robert Francis Leon 
McAllister, Thomas Hickman 

Please remember in your prayers especially Reuben Clark and his Parents 
Danielle and Wayne as he continues his treatment at Newcastle RVI. 
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JANUARY 8th                       EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  – YEAR A 
 St Augustine's 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine's  

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Teresa&Maurice Conway RIP 
Kathleen Stack  RIP 
Kate Morris  RIP 

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.00 pm Eucharistic Service  followed 
by Exposition till 3pm 

TUESDAY  St Augustine's 12.15 am Eucharistic Service 

WEDNESDAY     

THURSDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Thanksgiving for life of Kian 
Randine   

FRIDAY  St Augustine's  7.00 pm Ian Reid’s Intentions 

SATURDAY                                 NO CONFESSIONS    

SUNDAY 8th January 
Epiphany of Our Lord 
YEAR  A 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine's 
St Augustine’s 

9.15 am 
11.00 am 

6.30 pm 

James McCulla RIP 
Frankie O’Hare  RIP 
Win&Arthur Gaddass  RIP 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott, Sister 
Evelyn and all priests and religious in the diocese who have 
health problems.   Also the sick and housebound of the parish -  
Joan Foster, Maureen Harrison, Michelle Butler, Anne Kee, 
Teresa Hughes, Betty Smith and those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD Caroline Bainbridge 

ANNIVERSARIES January Anniversaries Osmund Poad, John Daley, Jack 
Taylor, Jimmy Taylor, Noreen Jameson, Peter Taylor, 
William Lisle, Kevin McKeown, Peter Rutherford, Angela 
Sisk, John French, Norman Timms, Elizabeth Webster, 
Marjorie Holborne, Emma Thomas, Jean Wild, Edward 
McAllister, Teresa Timms, Valerie Haigh, Clifford 
Hutchinson, Ronald Glen, Mary Russell, Joan Ahern, Vera 
Weston, Michael Devitt, Mary Jones, Stanley Smollet, Ethel 
Maxwell, Elsie Morton  - May they rest in peace. 

MINISTERS                        SUNDAY 15th JANUARY 

 READERS    
                     
OFFERTORY                 
WELCOMERS 

St Augustine’s School 
 
St Augustine’s School 
McLeish Family 

A Watson/D Taylor 
 
Mrs Whalen 
C McAllister 

B Humphrey/B 
Dunleavey 
P Widdall 
R Ivanec 

COUNTERS TEAM  (A)  P Anwyll/C Webb/D Lassiter-Budd/A Budd/J Brown 

 


