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WORD FOR TODAY 

 
 

A Christian fact hard to swallow is that God 
allows us to behave in a way that rejects him. 
We are free to be faithful to his gospel and his 
commandments, or to ignore them. But today 

he does remind us of the consequences of 
burying both our heads and our talents 

in the sand. 
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MISSION APPEAL – Today 
Every year we are asked to hold an appeal in the parish on behalf of the Missions, 
this year we  

Welcome  Rev W Krzempek 

from the Society of African Missions  to all our 
masses today 

A collection will take place at the end of the masses. 
 

Pope Francis asked the entire Catholic 
community worldwide to observe the 
World Day of the Poor for the first time on 
Sunday 19 November 2017. 
The World Day of the Poor will be 
observed each year on the 33rd Sunday of 
the Church’s liturgical calendar. 

"The poor are not a problem," the Pope wrote in the statement. "They are a 
resource from which to draw as we strive to accept and practice in our lives 
the essence of the Gospel." 
 

PRIESTS’ TRAINING FUND  
There are envelopes available at the back of Church for the Priests’ Training Fund.  
This will remain open until 26th November.  Please note your donation can be gift 
aided.  Booklets also available re the Clergy Training Fund.   

RED MISSION BOX HOLDERS 
Thank you for supporting the Missions through the "red boxes".  The annual 
collection is now due.  Please bring in your red box by the end of November for 
opening and counting.  Alternatively, you may wish to pick up a brown "Mission" 
envelope from the back of the Church and empty the contents of your box into 
this, or write a cheque (payable to APF - Mill Hill) for the equivalent amount.  
Kindly leave your envelopes or boxes in the sacristy.  Our Mission Co-ordinator is 
Mary Mustard (9.15am Mass) if you have any questions/queries. 
 
 

DARLINGTON TOWN CENTRE CHURCHES are hosting the annual Readings and 
Music for Advent at St Cuthbert’s Church on Sunday 3rd December at 6.30pm.  
They would like a parishioner from St Augustine’s to do the 2nd Reading – a copy of 
which is in the office.  If you would like to take part, please contact the office. 
 



HOGARTH PARTNERSHIP 
NEWS/EVENTS 

 
It's not too late to get involved – if you would like to be part of the following 
groups please leave your name and contact in the office/Julie Humphrey and 

this will be forwarded on to the relevant groups                                                                    
Liturgy,Prayer & Spirituality/Formation/Communications/Team Building/           

Human Resources/Finance/Property/Young People. 
 

Partnership Christmas Social Evening at St Anne’s 
Saturday 25th November after Evening Mass.  Grand Raffle, Bottle Stall, Shared 
Table and live entertainment.  Further details to follow.  

Parish Fayre’s – All on Saturday 25th November 
               Holy Family – 11.00 am                   St Teresa’s – opens at 12 noon 

St Williams – 1-3pm 

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE YOUTH SUNDAY  
SUNDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 
A team of young people from St. Augustine’s parish would 
like to invite the young people of the community to come 
along to and take part in the 6.30pm Youth Sunday Mass and 
Pizza Party on Sunday 26th November at St Augustine’s Church.  
There will be refreshments and food provided after mass  in the presbytery and it 
will be a chance for anybody interested to relax and chat about what we would 
like to do as the youth of the church, or anything you like.  
 

DARLINGTON WALK FOR PEACE  - Sunday 26th November 
starting at 12.30pm meeting at Darlington Quaker Meeting House, 
Skinnergate.   
The walk will cover 3 miles, calling at 7 venues : 
St Augustine’s Church, Bondgate Methodist Church, Jamia Mosque,  

St Cuthbert’s Church, Sikh Gurudwara Sahib, Atisha Kadampa Buddhist Centre, The 
Dolphin Centre.  A meal will be generously offered at Sikh Surdwara.  All welcome. 

 

OPEN PARISH MEETING – Wednesday 29th November. 
There will be a parish meeting – open to everyone – after the 7pm Wedesday 
Mass – 29th November.  This will be held in the Parish Centre. 
 

YCW & FSA PAST & PRESENT  In thanksgiving for 80 years of YCW in the UK, 
Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 2nd December, 3.30pm at St Joseph’s 
Church, Gateshead, NE8 1LX.  Tea & biscuits after Mass. 



First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-13.19-20.30-31 
 
A perfect wife - who can find her? 
She is far beyond the price of pearls. 
Her husbands heart has confidence in her, 
from her he will derive no little profit. 
Advantage and not hurt she brings him 
all the days of her life. 
She is always busy with wool and with flax, 
she does her work with eager hands. 
She sets her hands to the distaff, 
her fingers grasp the spindle. 
She holds out her hand to the poor, 
she opens her arms to the needy. 
Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; 
the woman who is wise is the one to praise. 
Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, 
and let her works tell her praises at the city gates.  
 

PSALM 
 

 O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about 'times 
and seasons', since you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to 
come like a thief in the night. It is when people are saying, 'How quiet and 
peaceful it is' that the worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains 
come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade it. 
 
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you 
like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong 
to the night or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else 
does, but stay wide awake and sober. 
 

 



Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30  
 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of heaven is like a man 
on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to 
them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in 
proportion to his ability. Then he set out. The man who had received the five 
talents promptly went and traded with them and made five more. The man 
who had received two made two more in the same way. But the man who had 
received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's 
money. Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and 
went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five 
talents came forward bringing five more. "Sir", he said "you entrusted me with 
five talents; here are five more that I have made." His master said to him, 
"Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in 
small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master's 
happiness." Next the man with the two talents came forward. "Sir," he said 
"you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made." His 
master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown 
you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join 
in your master's happiness." Last came forward the man who had the one 
talent. "Sir," said he "I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you 
have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, 
and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you 
have it back." But his master answered him, "You wicked and lazy servant! So 
you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, 
take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. For to 
everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but 
from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this 
good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth." ' 

 

© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 
 

PIETY STALL – Our piety stall has now received new stock of Christmas cards, 
calendars, 2018 diaries, please take a look and all reasonably priced.  



 

 
REFLECTION – The cost of talent 

I have not the fine audacity of men 
who have mastered the pen 
or the purse. 
The complexes of many slaves are in my verse. 
When I straighten my shouldes to look at the world boldly 
I see talent coldly.  
Damning me to stooped attrition. 
Mine was a beggar’s mission 
to dreams of beauty I should have been born blind. 
I should have been content to walk behind 
watching the reflection of God’s delight: 
A second-hand teller of the story. 
A second-hand glory. 
It was not right 
that my mind should have echoled life’s overtones 
that I should have seen a flower 
petalled in mighty power.                        (the complete poems of Patrick Kavanagh) 

 
NATIVITY PLAY  Christmas is coming and its time to finalise planning of the now 
annual fixture of our Nativity Play. This year it will be as before in the PC grounds 
on Saturday 23rd December at 6pm. Anyone not already involved, singers, 
musicians and some more performers prepared to be upstaged by angels, a 
donkey and goat are most welcome. There will be a rehearsal at the PC the 
preceding Saturday (16th December) at 5.00pm and one at 5pm prior to the 
performance. To find out more, please call either Alice, or Jo Potter on 07734 
049642, or 07770 302676. 
 

RE-REDOS PAINTINGS  We would be very pleased to hear from anyone who might 
be interested in having, or have suggestions of what we might best do with the full 
scale photographic reproductions of the four re-redos paintings that were 
mounted in place of the originals while they were being restored this summer. 
Answers, please, on a postcard to the presbytery, or by email to 
info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  

 
 
 



COFFEES AFTER MASS    
   are hosted by Zoe - 
         Air Ambulance  

PARISH CENTRE INFORMATION 
To book the Parish Centre   :   email staugspc@gmail.com  or 

                                             telephone 07909 747145 

Bar Opening Time:                Sunday   7-10.30pm  

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH CLUB/CENTRE INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday Luncheon Club 
21st November 2017 from 12.30 pm from 12.30pm with last orders at 1.30pm.  
We anticipate a finish time of 2.30pm.  Cost is £2.50 which includes homemade 
soup, bread and cake.  Everybody welcome. 
 

CAFOD CABARET 
This year's CAFOD Cabaret will be held on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd December. If 
you wish to take part please contact asap Martin McLean (01325 465275 or 
martin.mclean2@ntlworld.com ) or to Stuart Sanderson. As ever, both new and 
returning performers are welcome. Don’t hide your light…Your Third World still 
needs YOU! 

• Tickets will be available from this weekend after Mass, from the Parish 
Centre bar or from Martin McLean (tel 01325 465275). Friday 1st and 
Saturday 2nd December. Ticket price £5 

 
 

HCPT Group 195 would like to invite you to their New Year’s Eve Ceilidh at  
St Augustines Parish Centre, 7.30-12.30am.  
HCPT are a charity who take disabled and disadvantaged children on pilgrimage holiday 
for a week, in Lourdes, France.   

To reserve your tickets priced at £7.00 for adults (includes New Year’s Eve toast) 
and £2.00 for children. Family tickets also available (2A + 2C for £15.00) please 
text/phone Julie Watson on 07809 340321.  
 
DARLINGTON CHORAL SOCIETY 
Verdi Requiem – Saturday 25th November 7.30pm  at Darlington Dolphin Centre.  
Tickets £15/£12, students £5.  Available from the Dolphin Centre or online at 
www.dchoral.co.uk or on the door.  
  

 
 

 

PADDINGTON BEAR 

12th November £7.00 
Money in Bank  £503.35 
Total Collected £31,801.41 

mailto:staugspc@gmail.com
mailto:martin.mclean2@ntlworld.com


NOVEMBER 19TH                                  33rd SUNDAY OF YEAR A 

SUNDAY St Augustine's 
St Augustine's 

9.15 am 
6.30 pm 

James Vincent McCulla  RIP 
George & Catherine Lynn  RIP 

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Eucharistic Service  
exposition follows till 3pm 

TUESDAY  St Augustine's 12.15 pm Eucharistic Service  
WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s  NO SERVICE 

THURSDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Eucharistic Service 

FRIDAY  St Augustine's  NO SERVICE 

SATURDAY St Augustine's  No Mass/No Confessions 

SUNDAY 26TH Nov. 
Christ the King  Year (A) 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine’s 

9.15 am 
6.30 pm 

In Thanksgiving   JC 
D/M Early & Owens Family 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott, Sister 
Evelyn and all priests and religious in the diocese who have 
health problems.  Also the sick and housebound of the parish - 
Maureen Harrison, Michelle Butler, Anne Kee, Betty Smith, 
Lillian Brown, Rita Urwin, and those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD Daniel O’Toole 

ANNIVERSARIES November Anniversaries –   Gordon Davies, Thomas Taylor, 
Kathleen Taylor, Mary Ord, Francis Keenan, Elizabeth 
Watson, Louisa Temple, Mary Appleby, Mavis McGuirl,  
Joan Beckwith, Alan Green.    May they rest in peace. 

MINISTERS                        SUNDAY 26th November   
 9.15 am 6.30 pm 

WELCOMERS 
OFFERTORY 
READERS 

St Augustine’s Primary School 
St Augustine's Primary School 
St Augustine’s Primary School 

Youth of the Parish 
Youth of the Parish 
Youth of the Parish 

COUNTERS TEAM  (B)    T Appleton/ G Harrison/J Poad/C McAllister/G Doherty 

Sunday 12th November  
 

£ 429.37 
£  266.00   (£332.50 gift aided)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
£  695.37 

 

Please note there are no Masses next week 
Eucharistic Services, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday only. 

 

 
 

If anyone would like Fr Gordon to visit a parishioner who is sick or housebound, 
please let him know with written contact details of name/address etc. 


