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                             Thur/Fri        9.30 – 2.30    

 
WORD FOR TODAY 

As Advent begins do we expect anything 
different? Are we awaiting the return of 

Christ to our world or do we think that it’s 
very unlikely? And how do we see this 
second coming? A cosmic event or a 

gradual change in society effected by what I 
do and others join in with? 
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Thank you to all those who took part in our two 
different Youth Sunday Celebrations last week. 

 

 
 

ADVENT  

• This week sees the start of Advent.  There will be booklets and calendars for 
you to take home with you. 

• Darlington Town Centre Churches – Advent Service this Sunday 
3rd December 6.30pm at St Cuthbert’s Church. 

St Augustine’s Primary School 

• There will be Mass in School on the following dates – Everybody Welcome 
Thursday 7th December  9.30am              Thursday 14th December – 10.45am 

• The School Advent Liturgy will take place in Church on Monday  
18th December at 5.30pm 

ST CUTHBERTS CARE – ADVENT ALMS APPEAL  

St Cuthberts Care’s two Catholic nursing homes provide invaluable peace of mind 

often to older people with no family and minimal income.  Combined efforts from 

parishes to date have raised just over £16,000 towards our Hardship Fund and 

your ongoing support is immensely appreciated.  They will also be supporting a 

PACE project to provide lunch, gifts and take-away food parcels to 40+ homeless 

adults on Christmas Day.  Your donation would be helpful.  Envelopes available. 
 

NATIVITY PLAY   Musicians and more singers still needed for this magical outdoor 
celebration of Christ’s birth. Rehearsal will be at 4.30pm on Saturday 16th 
December. Performers, singers and musicians will be needed at 5.00pm on 
Saturday 23rd to rehearse prior to the performance starting at 6.00pm. It will be 
followed by refreshments, courtesy of PC & Club Committee and then the 
Christmas Quiz at 7.30pm. Please call Alice on 07734 049642 for further detail. 
 

• Held in the Parish Centre grounds on Saturday 23rd December at 6pm. 
Entrance is free – but if you can please bring a donation for the Food Bank, 
i.e. tinned goods or long-life milk.  Join us afterwards in the Centre for a 
warming drink and there maybe a surprise visitor for the children. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD – STUDY DAY Will be held at St Hilda’s Resource 
Cenre, West Road, Newcastle on Saturday 3rd February 10.30-3.30pm.   please 
contact liturgy@diocesehn.org.uk if you wish to attend. 

mailto:liturgy@diocesehn.org.uk


 

HOGARTH/PARTNERSHIP 
NEWS/EVENTS 

 
It’s not too late to get involved – if you would like to be part of the following 

groups please leave your name and contact in the office/Julie Humphrey and this 
will be forwarded onto the relevant groups. 

Liturgy, Prayer & Spirituality/Formation/Communications/Team Building/ 
Human Resources/Finance/Property/Young People 

 
St William’s Carol Service will be on Wednesday 20th December at 6pm. 
The young children and choir will lead the Service and the Church will be 
colourfully lit for the occasion.  PLEASE COME ALONG 
 

St Osmund’s Gainford – Pilgrimage to Spain 6-13th August 2018.  For further 
details please contact Miss Nicola Reeves, nicreeves76@hotmail.com, or St 
Osmund’s on 730191 
 

SALVATION ARMY – CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 
Are looking to collect: 

• Brand new (unwrapped toys aged 0-16 yrs) 

• Money – cheques made payable to The Salvation Army 
If you can help please contact the Salvation Army, Thompson Street East, 
Darlington. 

We, the family of Danny O’Toole, recently deceased, would like express our 
gratitude to all the parishioners who prayed for him during his illness and after his 
death on the 11 November. All the family were sustained by the messages of hope 
and consolation and comforted by all the flowers, card and phone calls.  Particular 
thanks to Fr David Russell from Holy Family Church, an old friend, who gave Danny 
the sacrament of the sick in the hospital. Our own parish priest Fr Ryan who visited 
several times and comforted Danny with the sacrament, prayers and who, while 
he was in Ireland for a personal visit, attended and officiated at Danny’s funeral 
mass on Sunday 19 November. God bless you all. From Nollaig O’Toole and family.  

VACANCIES – in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle  

• Parish Secretary, St Robert, Morpeth 16 hours per week.  

• Administration Assistant, St Mary, Sunderland 4 hours per week.  

• Refugee Project Worker, Newcastle upon Tyne 18 hours per week.  
For further information and details of how to apply please visit the website 
www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us (0191 243 3301, email 
human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk 

mailto:nicreeves76@hotmail.com
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
mailto:human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk


First Reading: Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1.3-8 
 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, 
Our Redeemer is your ancient name. 
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways 
and harden our hearts against fearing you? 
Return, for the sake of your servants, 
the tribes of your inheritance. 
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down 
- at your Presence the mountains would melt. 
No ear has heard, 
no eye has seen 
any god but you act like this 
for those who trust him. 
You guide those who act with integrity 
and keep your ways in mind. 
 
You were angry when we were sinners; 
we had long been rebels against you. 
We were all like men unclean, 
all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing. 
We have all withered like leaves 
and our sins blew us away like the wind. 
No one invoked your name 
or roused himself to catch hold of you. 
For you hid your face from us 
and gave us up to the power of our sins. 
And yet, Lord, you are our Father; 
we the clay, you the potter, 
we are all the work of your hand. 

 
PSALM 

 
God of hosts, bring us back; 
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

 
 



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 
 
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus 
Christ. I thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in 
your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong 
among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while 
you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you 
steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is 
faithful. 
 

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never 
know when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone 
from home, and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has 
told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know 
when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; 
if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I 
say to all: Stay awake!' 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 
 
 

A box of Prayer Tags to hang on the Christmas Tree is available at the back of 

Church. Please complete one and return it to the box, where it will be placed on 

the tree.  If you wish to make a donation please use any of the boxes on the 

pillars, Cafod, HCPT, Holy Souls, or perhaps a St Cuthbert’s Care envelope.   

 
PARISH/LITURGY MEETING to be held after mass on Wednesday 6th December to 
see how we can celebrate Advent and Christmas through the liturgy. 

 
 
A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes and is completely dependent on the fact that the 

door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of Advent. 
(Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 



 
REFLECTION 

Advent is a season of hope. 
It would be hard to exaggerate the value of hope. 
It is said that while there is life there is hope. 
This has an even deeper meaning in reverse: 
while there is hope there is life. 
As long as there is hope, no situation is impossible. 
It is the task of Christians to keep hope alive in the world. 
Advent summons us to wait in joyful hope 
for the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ. 
In the final analysis, he is our hope. 

 
 

CAFOD EVENTS   

• Afternoon Tea and Christmas Sing-a-Long - Sunday 18th December from 3pm 

till 5pm tickets priced at £4.00 and available after Mass, in the Parish Centre 

or contact Carole Springfield 07860 826707. 

• Christmas Cafod Quiz – after the nativity on Saturday 23rd December 7.30pm 

– 8pm. 

CHURCH FLOWERS  
We have always had wonderful flower displays in our Church throughout the year.    
We are now looking for extra/new volunteers to become part of a team (or even a  
leader) -  please contact the office.  The flowers for Christmas will need to be 
ordered soon.    
 

Do you suport Catholic schools and right of Catholics to send their children to 
them?  Then we need you to make your voice heard. 
The Government is making a critical decision on whether to overturn the 
admissions cap which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all Catholic pupils to 
attend.  They have acknowledged that this policy discriminates against Catholics 
and promised to abandon it, now we need you to tell them not to u-turn on their 
promise to Catholics.    Visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/ or search for ‘Catholic 
Education’ in your search engine to write to the Government and urge them to 
drop their policy which bans new Catholic Schools. 

 
 

If anyone would like Fr Gordon to visit a parishioner who is sick or housebound, 
please let him know with written contact details of name/address etc. 

 

http://catholicnews.org.uk/


               COFFEES AFTER MASS    
             Are hosted by Carmel School  
                      Peru Project 

PARISH CENTRE INFORMATION 
To book the Parish Centre   :   email staugspc@gmail.com  or 

                                             telephone 07909 747145 

Bar Opening Time:                Sunday   7-10.30pm  

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S PARISH CLUB/CENTRE INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday Luncheon Club 
19th December 2017 from 12.30 pm from 12.30pm with last orders at 1.30pm.  
We anticipate a finish time of 2.30pm.  Cost is £2.50 which includes homemade 
soup, bread and cake.  Everybody welcome. 
 

NATIVITY PLAY  in the PC grounds on Saturday 23rd December at 6pm. Free Entry, 
except for tinned food or long-life milk donations whill will be sent to the Food 
Banks – they like to build up their stocks for distribution in January.  This will be 
followed by the              CAFOD QUIZ    7.30-8pm 
 

CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING – Thank you to all those who came along on 
Saturday, and in doing so a fantastic £1,950 has been passed onto First Stop, a 
very worthwhile cause.  

 
HCPT Group 195 would like to invite you to their New Year’s Eve Ceilidh at  
St Augustines Parish Centre, 7.30-12.30am.  
HCPT are a charity who take disabled and disadvantaged children on pilgrimage holiday 
for a week, in Lourdes, France.   

To reserve your tickets priced at £7.00 for adults (includes New Year’s Eve toast) 
and £2.00 for children. Family tickets also available (2A + 2C for £15.00) please 
text/phone Julie Watson on 07809 340321.  
 

CARMEL COLLEGE – VACANCIES 
Cleaning operative      – 14.5 hrs per week including school holidays 

           3-6pm Mon-Thur  3-5.30pm Friday 
Lunchtime Supervisor  - 6.5 hrs term time   
Closing date 5th December     See noticeboard for further details or their website. 
 

THANK YOU – The recent 2nd Collections held in Church have raised: 
  Catholic Education £259.33 Home Mission Sunday £255.37 
 Cafod Fast Day £80.00 Mission Sunday £246.09 
 Society of African Missions £782.03 Clergy Training Fund £150.70 
 

 
 

mailto:staugspc@gmail.com


DECEMBER 3RD                               1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR B 

SUNDAY St Augustine's 
St Augustine's 

9.15 am 
6.30 pm 

Jean Elizabeth Carter  RIP 
Reuben Clark  RIP 

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm D/M Lawler/McGowan Family 
exposition follows till 3pm 

TUESDAY  St Augustine's 12.15 pm Eucharistic Service  
WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Private Intention 

Followed by Liturgy Meeting  

THURSDAY Primary School 
St Augustine’s 
St Augustne’s 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
12.15 am 

Mass in School 
Req. Mass  Rita Urwin 
NO MASS 

FRIDAY  St Augustine's 7.00 pm Ints. of Our Lady 

SATURDAY St Augustine's 10.00 am Kevin McKeown  RIP 
Followed by Confessions 

SUNDAY 10th December 
2nd Sunday of Advent   
Year (B) 

St Augustine's 
St Augustine’s 

9.15 am 
6.30 pm 

Cliff & Louisa Hutchinson  RIP 
Charlie Frank Stowe  RIP 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott, Sister 
Evelyn and all priests and religious in the diocese who have 
health problems.  Also the sick and housebound of the parish - 
Maureen Harrison, Michelle Butler, Anne Kee, Betty Smith, 
Lillian Brown, and those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD James Bailie, Rita Urwin 

ANNIVERSARIES December Anniversaries – Stella Davies, Emma Howard, 
Thomas Wake, Keith Cowan, Mary & James Courtney, 
Teresa Conway, Ralph Pearson, Anne Decosemo, Alan Love, 
Jean Carter, Dennis Beaumont, Erin Adam, John Fay,  
Francis O’Hare, Moria Griffin, Joe Lyonette, Hilda McCallum, 
Anthony Millett, James Christey, Aldo Di-Duca.   
May they rest in peace. 

MINISTERS                        SUNDAY 10th December  

 9.15 am 6.30 pm 
WELCOMERS 
OFFERTORY 
READERS 

McLeish Family 
Tess Keough 
J LeRoi/J Potter 

P Howard 
Mr & Mrs Holborn 
A Webster/B Dunleavey 

COUNTERS TEAM  (D) J Kilgour/M Knowles/C McKeown/B Tully 

Sunday 26th November  
 

£464.26 
£249.17  (£311.46 gift aided)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
£ 713.43 

 


