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      29th March 2020  – 5th Sunday of Lent  
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

From time to time we all run out of puff. We 
become just a little less enthusiastic about 

things than we used to be. God promises to 
give us his Spirit to revive us, to breathe fresh 

life into us when we seem to be sagging. All we  
have to do is ask. 
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DON’T FORGET CLOCKS GO FORWARD THIS 
WEEKEND. 

 

Please remember to pray for all those affected by Coronavirus,  including 
NHS Staff, and those whose business or livelihood is affected. 

 
I will be saying Mass privately every day at 12.15pm if you wish to join me in 

spirit. 
 

Mass Intentions this week 
Sunday 29th March – Josefa Calvo  RIP 

Monday  12.15pm  Joseph Ronald Gowling  RIP     
Tuesday 12.15pm  ints of Hodge Family 

Wednesday  12.15pm  Ints of Rooney Family 
Thursday 12.15pm  Ints of Kane Family 
Friday 12.15pm  Ints of Layfield Family 
Saturday 12.15 pm  Private Intention 

Sunday 9.15pm Ints of Rafferty Family 
 
Please let us know if you are happy for a mass intention that you have 
already asked for on a particular date to still take place.   
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
As from the evening of Friday the 20th March all public liturgies will be 
suspended. That means no Sunday or weekday masses. All Obligation is also 
removed until further notice.  
 

CHURCH SERVICES TV stream live Masses from many locations across the UK 
and The Tablet has put together a useful summary of resources you can use. 
Go to https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/12590/isolated-but-not-alone-
resources-for-catholics.  
The Pope's daily Masses at Casa Santa Marta and the Sunday Angelus are 
being streamed live on the Vatican's YouTube channel. No need to watch live, 
tune in at any time.  
 

We hoped you were able to access our Sunday Mass last week via 
 St Augustine’s Facebook page, the video received 2,600 views.   

Tune in again this Sunday. 
 



COMMUNITY PEER MENTOR 
Supporting people across County Durham and Darlington. 
If you are feeling vulnerable or isolated please ring the office (266602) or 
email Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk  and we can arrange 
for somebody to ring and talk to you. 

 

FIRST STOP DARLINGTON  
The local charity helping those in need and distress are operating a telephone 
system for advice on benefits, housing and any difficulties people may be 
experiencing please contact freephone 0808 195 3144. 
 
 

 
If anybody would like to change their envelope donation to a direct debit  

our bank details are as follows: 
 

HSBC    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-3418 
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First Reading:  Ezekiel 37:12-14 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from 
your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my 
people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you 
on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this - it is 
the Lord who speaks.  

 Psalm 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.  

 

Second Reading:  Romans 8:8-11 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. 
Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the 
Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of 
Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because 
of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been 
justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies 
through his Spirit living in you. 

Gospel:   John 11:3-7.17.20-27.33-45 
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two 
sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the 
sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with 
her hair.  The sisters sent this message to Jesus, 'Lord, the man you love is ill.' On 
receiving the message Jesus said, 'This sickness will end not in death but in God's 
glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.' 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus 
was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the disciples, 
'Let us go to Judaea.' The disciples said, 'Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews 
wanted to stone you; are you going back again?' Jesus replied: 
'Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without 
stumbling because he has the light of this world to see by; but if he walks at 
night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.' 
He said that and then added, 'Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake 
him.' The disciples said to him, 'Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.' 
The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by 
'rest' he meant 'sleep', so Jesus put it plainly, 'Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I 
am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.' Then 
Thomas - known as the Twin - said to the other disciples, 'Let us go too, and die 
with him.' 



On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. 
Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, 'If you had been here, my brother would not have 
died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.' 
'Your brother' said Jesus to her 'will rise again.' Martha said, 'I know he will rise 
again at the resurrection on the last day.'  Jesus said: 
'I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he 
dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?' 
'Yes, Lord,' she said 'I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who 
was to come into this world.' 
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low 
voice, 'The Master is here and wants to see you.' Hearing this, Mary got up 
quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house 
sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, 
thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, 
saying, 'Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.' At the sight 
of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her,  Jesus said in great distress, 
with a sigh that came straight from the heart, 'Where have you put him?' They 
said, 'Lord, come and see.' Jesus wept; and the Jews said, 'See how much he 
loved him!' But there were some who remarked, 'He opened the eyes of the blind 
man, could he not have prevented this man's death?' Still sighing, Jesus reached 
the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, 'Take the 
stone away.' Martha said to him, 'Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth 
day.' Jesus replied, 'Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of 
God?' So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
'Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear 
me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.' 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 'Lazarus, here! Come out!' The 
dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth 
round his face. Jesus said to them, 'Unbind him, let him go free.'Many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 
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