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      12th April 2020  – Easter Sunday  
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 Our God has triumphed over the 
powers of darkness as Jesus is 
raised from death itself. From now 
on there is no evil which can ever 
hold permanent sway over us, for 
we share in the victory of Christ 

over all that would make us less than human. 
Christ is risen indeed and we share his new life. 
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I would like to wish everybody a happy, healthy 
and safe Easter season.     

Fr Gordon 
 

All parish-based employees in the Diocese have been put on 
furlough for at least the next three weeks, which means the office 

will now be closed. 
 

If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  
266602. 

  
 

I will be saying Mass privately every day at 12.15pm 
 if you wish to join me in spirit. 

 

Sunday 12th April Easter Sunday   9.15am – Chris Springfield RIP 
Monday  12.15pm – John Kelly  RIP 

Tuesday 12.15pm – Ints. Of Rooney Family 
Wednesday  12.15pm  - NHS Workers 

Thursday 12.15pm  - Frances Long  RIP 
Friday 12.15pm -  Care Workers 

Saturday 12.15pm– Ints. Of Kane Family 
Sunday 19th April 9.15am – Bernard Carrigan  RIP 
Sunday 26th April 9.15am – Mary McCrann  RIP 

 

Please let us know if you are happy for a mass intention that you have 
already asked for on a particular date to still take place.   
 

Please remember to pray for all those affected by Coronavirus,   
including NHS Staff, and those whose business or livelihood is affected. 

 
Bishop Robert says thank you to everyone who is helping to overcome the 
challenges, and assures us of his prayers. 
 

We hoped you were able to access our Sunday Mass last week via 
 St Augustine’s Facebook page, the video received over 2,000 views.   

 



CHURCH SERVICES  
The Pope's daily Masses at Casa Santa Marta and the Sunday Angelus are 
being streamed live on the Vatican's YouTube channel. No need to watch live, 
tune in at any time.  

• St. Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle 
Cathedral's YouTube Channel. Each day at 12.00 noon (Sunday at 
11.30am) Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and devotions live 
streamed at 5.00pm each day. 

• Billingham, St. Thomas of Canterbury 
Facebook page, Mass daily at 12.00 noon, Exposition at 1.00pm and 
Benediction at 2.00pm. 

 

The NORTHERN CROSS this month is only available on line.   Please contact 
northerncross.org uk. 
 

CAFOD are hosting a live online children’s liturgy  for families, on Sundays at 
10am.    
 

FOOD BANK – please leave any donations inside the door of the Presbytery. 
 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 
Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 
King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 
 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  
St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 
JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 
 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 
details please contact John on the email given above. 

 

 

COMMUNITY PEER MENTOR 
Supporting people across County Durham and Darlington. 
If you are feeling vulnerable or isolated please ring the office (266602) or 
email Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk  and we can arrange 
for somebody to ring and talk to you. 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw
https://www.facebook.com/rcdhnbillingham/
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
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FIRST STOP DARLINGTON  
The local charity helping those in need and distress are operating a telephone 
system for advice on benefits, housing and any difficulties people may be 
experiencing please contact freephone 0800 195 3144. 
 

 

If anybody would like to change their envelope donation to a direct debit  
our bank details are as follows: 

 
HSBC    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-3418 

 

 
“Never will I leave you, nor forsake you” 
I am here 
I am here because I want to be, 
I am here because I care; 
I am here because you’re a part of Me, 
A part that’s always near. 

I am here because I love you, 
I am here, and here I’ll stay; 
I am here to ever walk you through 
Life’s every single day. 

I am here, though you cannot see Me, 
I am here, and will never go; 
I am here to share life’s misery, 
Because friend, I love you so. 

I am here, will not forsake you, 
I am here, this is My home; 
I am here, so please remember Me, 
And you will never be alone. 

I am here whenever you need Me, 
I am here, will not depart; 
I am here for ever, eternally, 
Yes I am here, within your heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A JOHN OR A PETER? 
When the women told John and Peter that Christ's body was missing from 
the tomb they both set off running to the grave. Because John was much 
younger, and presumably fitter, he arrived first but waited for Peter before 
going into the tomb. When Peter saw the scene he saw an empty tomb. But 
when John went in he saw that Jesus had risen. And there's the big 
difference. 
They saw the same scene very differently. Peter notices that the body is 
gone. John, on the other hand, seems to grasp the reality behind the empty 
tomb. He believes, understands the meaning of the scriptures and accepts 
that Jesus is no longer dead but alive. While Peter's world has suddenly 
become dismal, bleak and confusing, John's is about excitement, joy, peace, 
hope and life. And remember that they are both looking at the same thing. 
Fortunately, Peter cottoned on fairly quickly! 
That first Easter scene is a mirror of our world more than 2000 years later. 
Today there are still many things that bring us to our knees. There are still 
wars, murders, political intrigues in government and Church, famine, 
sickness, racism, scandals, poverty, exploitation, unemployment...the list is 
endless. Each of us can view life as an empty tomb, something to grieve over 
and a cause of bitter sorrow. Or we can see the same thing as full of hope, 
expectation and light. The choice is between a mentality that sees life as 
basically cruel, hostile and cold (Peter) or as full of possibility, crammed with 
life-giving chances to bring hope, trust and growth (John). 
The resurrection did not abolish tears and pain from our lives; we have to 
wait till the end of time for that. But what it does do is to allow us to see 
through the obvious, beyond the empty tomb to a hope that beckons. That's 
what St Paul means when he speaks about our thoughts being on heavenly 
things. We do not deny the reality of sin, evil and death in our world. But 
because we are baptised into Christ's resurrection we share a risen life that 
also lets us see God alive and active in our moments of emptiness and pain as 
well as in our times of joy. For those who believe in the resurrection life can 
never be the same again. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                       



First Reading: Acts 10:34.37-43 

 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: 'You must have heard about 
the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began 
in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus 
went about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the 
devil. Now I, and those with me, can witness to everything he did throughout 
the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that 
they killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God 
raised him to life and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people but 
only by certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we are those 
witnesses - we have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the 
dead - and he has ordered us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them 
that God has appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that 
all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their 
sins forgiven through his name.' 
 

 
 
 

THE PSALM 
 

 This day was made by the Lord; 
 We rejoice and are glad.  
  

 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 
 
You must know how even a small amount of yeast is enough to leaven all the 
dough, so get rid of all the old yeast, and make yourselves into a completely 
new batch of bread, unleavened as you are meant to be. Christ, our passover, 
has been sacrificed; let us celebrate the feast, then, by getting rid of all the 
old yeast of evil and wickedness, having only the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. 

 



Gospel: John 20:1-9 

 
It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of 
Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been moved away 
from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved. 'They have taken the Lord out of the tomb' she said 'and we 
don't know where they have put him.' 
 
So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, 
but the other disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he 
bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. 
Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw 
the linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his 
head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and 
he believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
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Voice of Prayer 
 

Lord of all new life, on Easter day the risen Jesus appeared to those who had 
begun to lose hope and opened their eyes to what the scriptures had foretold. 

May the risen Lord breathe on our minds and open our eyes that we may 
know him in the breaking of the bread, and follow him in his risen life. Amen. 

 

 
 

 
 
 


