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      31st May 2020  – Pentecost Sunday   
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

         No one can ever have a private Christianity. 
We are bound together in the Holy 
Spirit who enables us to claim Jesus 

as our Lord. When those who believe 
in the lordship of Jesus come 

together to call on his name the  
                community that is the Church is reborn. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  

266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 
  

 
I will be saying Mass privately every day at 12.15pm 

 if you wish to join me in spirit. 
 

Sunday 31st May 9.15am – Frank Connolly  RIP 
Monday  12.15pm  
Tuesday 12.15pm  

Wednesday  12.15pm    
Thursday May 12.15pm  

Friday 12.15pm  
Saturday 12.15pm 

Sunday 7th June 9.15am – Madeleine Swift  RIP 
 

Please let us know if you are happy for a mass intention that you have 
already asked for on a particular date to still take place.   
 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Elizabeth Leeman, Michael Grogan, 
Joan McIntyre, Betty Poad, Doris Trees, Pat Cunningham, Joe 
Degnan & Sylvia McGee and all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD       

ANNIVERSARIES May Anniversaries – Dick Hansell, Ronnie Tempest, Frank 
Connolly, Sarah Danks, Hugh McGee, Carole Charlton, May 
Smollet, Corazon Thompson, Sue Gatenby, Maria Alden, David 
Whalen, George Clarkson, Peter Forrest.   May they rest in 
peace. 

 

Please remember to pray for all those affected by Coronavirus,   
including NHS Staff, carers, key workers and all those whose business or 

livelihood is affected. 

 
Bishop Robert says thank you to everyone who is helping to overcome the 
challenges, and assures us of his prayers. 



CHURCH SERVICES  
The Pope's daily Masses at Casa Santa Marta and the Sunday Angelus are 
being streamed live on the Vatican's YouTube channel. No need to watch live, 
tune in at any time.  

• St. Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle 
Cathedral's YouTube Channel. Each day at 12.00 noon (Sunday at 
11.30am) Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and devotions live 
streamed at 5.00pm each day. 

 

There is a full list on the website of those churches (that we know of) within 
the Diocese which are live-streaming Masses, prayer services, benediction, 
Exposition of the Eucharist. 
 
DIAL A MASS service – if you know of anybody who doesn’t have internet 
access there is the opportunity to listen to mass on the phone.  From 12 
noon on a Sunday dial 01642 130120 (which is charged at local rates) and 
listen to the 12 noon Sunday Mass at Middlesbrough Cathedral – this was set 
up by the Knights of St Gregory.  The Mass is recorded and can be listened to 
anytime during the week. 

 
CAFOD are hosting a live online children’s liturgy  for families, on Sundays at 
10am.    
 
 

 

If anybody would like to change their envelope donation to a direct debit  
our bank details are as follows: 

 

DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  
HSBC    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-3418 

 
Thank you to to all those parishioners who are supporting us via a weekly/monthly 

payment through the bank.   
 

 
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S CLUB/PARISH CENTRE AGM 
These AGM’s are usually held in June, but due to the circumstances will be 
postponed till later on in the year. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy


First Reading: Acts 2:1-11 
 

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when 
suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the 
noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and 
something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these 
separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave 
them the gift of speech. 
 
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under 
heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear 
these men speaking his own language. They were amazed and astonished. 
Surely they said all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen 
that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as 
well as visitors from Rome - Jews and proselytes alike - Cretans and Arabs; we 
hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.  

 
PSALM 

 
 Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 
 and renew the face of the earth. 

 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7.12-13 
 

No one can say, 'Jesus is Lord' unless he is under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of 
service to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of 
different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all of  
them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a 
good purpose. 
 



Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit 
because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In 
the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as 
citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

 
Gospel: John 20:19-23 

 
In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, 'Peace be with you', and showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said 
to them again, 'Peace be with you. 
 'As the Father sent me, 
 so am I sending you.' 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
 'Receive the Holy Spirit. 
 For those whose sins you forgive, 
 they are forgiven: 
 for those whose sins you retain, 
 they are retained.' 
 
 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 

 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
 

Please remember in your prayers all our young people who would have been 
making their First Communion in June. 



 

I asked for Strength, and I was given difficulties to make me strong. 
I asked for Wisdom and I was given problems to solve. 

I asked for Prosperity and I was given brain and brawn to work. 
I asked for Courage and I was given obstacales to overcome. 

I asked for Love, and I was given troubled people to help. 
I asked for Favours and I was given opportunities. 

I received nothing I wanted.  But I received everything I needed. 

 
 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY – MAY 31ST 2020 
NATIONAL ROSARY RALLY 9AM TO 9PM – ENGLAND, WALES, SCOTLAND 
Pope Francis has been encouraging Catholics to pray the Rosary in their 
family homes during the month of May, especially when the Pandemic is 
making us aware of the value of our families and making it possible for us to 
pray together in lockdown at home.  He encourages simple Rosaries and 
joining online Rosary initiatives to pray to Our Lady for deliverance from 
Covid-19.  You are invited to join in an initiative that follows from the Pope’s 
request, the Pentecost Sunday National Rosary Rally, from 9.00am to 
9.00pm.   This will take place across the dioceses of England Scotland and 
Wales with each diocese allocated a relay time slot. The time allocation for 
the diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is 4pm - 5pm.  

 

 
FOOD BANK – please leave any donations inside the door of the Presbytery. 
 

 
King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 
Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 
King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 
 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  
St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 
JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 
 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 
details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

 



FIRST STOP DARLINGTON  
The local charity helping those in need and distress are operating a telephone 
system for advice on benefits, housing and any difficulties people may be 
experiencing please contact freephone 0808 196 3144. 
 
COMMUNITY PEER MENTOR 
Supporting people across County Durham and Darlington. 
If you are feeling vulnerable or isolated please ring the office (266602) or 
email Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk  and we can arrange 
for somebody to ring and talk to you. 
 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE – H&N DIOCESE 
The Justice and Peace Co-Ordinating Council has a 
management committee for the Refugee and Asylum Seekers’ 
project.  Its members have worked very hard to maintain 
support for those who can no longer visit the project, which 
had to close temporarily. 

It now provides £30 food coupons via Tesco and Asda for those in greatest 
need.  By 20th April 46 had been distributed and this has been a life saver for 
many.  It has passed on food supplies from its store for distribution.   
 

Our work is still costing money, so donations would be appreciated by Bank 
Transfer for Sort Code 40-34-18 Account 52854058. 
 
 

 

COUNSELLING AND LISTENING SERVICES 
As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this COVID-19 
lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors and listeners have generously 
made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by the negative 
effects of the situation.   These counsellors and listeners can be contacted 
through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 6953 and the 
Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 980740.  
 

PARISH BULLETIN 
We are sending out the bulletin via email – using the details supplied by 
yourselves on the last parish census.  If you know you didn’t fill in one of 
these but would like to be included please let us know/alternatively if you 
want your name removed from the list just contact us at the office. 
info@staugustineschurch.org.uk 

mailto:Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk
mailto:info@staugustineschurch.org.uk


TO WHOM  SHALL WE GO 
A seven session Discernment Proramme for men considering Priesthood in 
Hexham & Newcastle Diocese. 
An online course of reflection and discussion started on  Monday 11th May.  
To find out more please contact Fr Christopher Warren at 
Vocations@rcdhn.org.uk. 
 

 
MARRIAGE CARE  
All Diocesan arranged day courses have been suspended and for those 
couples who had booked onto a course they should have been advised.  
There is still ongoing online preparation, known as FOCCUS (Facilitating Open 
Couple Communication, Understanding and Study), is an alternative, always 
available, whereby couples register online to complete a comprehensive 
questionnaire, covering the same themes as a day course, which is reviewed 
by a trained facilitation.  Booking access is gained via the MarriageCare 
website – www:marriagecare.org.uk, under the ‘How we help’ section, 
‘Relationship counselling’.   
 

They also provide many useful links for Relationship support organisations; 
Debt and Finance; Family support organisations; Domestic abuse, which 
includes support for women, men and children. 
 
 

 
CAFOD - NEWS                                                                                                                                                                                    

CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April. The effects of 
coronavirus on developing countries where CAFOD works are likely to be 
devastating. Families without enough to eat and without access to clean 
water and healthcare are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. The poorest 
and most marginalised communities will be pushed further into poverty. Your 
prayers and gifts are needed now more than ever to help protect the lives of 
those in poor communities. 

While we are not able to hold physical collections in church, you can donate 
as individuals at cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

mailto:Vocations@rcdhn.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal

