
7th Sunday of Easter 24th May 2020

7th Sunday of Easter 
Eternal life is to know God in Christ 

The Month for Our Lady 

Why not make this month a time to refresh our prayer life?  See 
our website for ideas on Prayer Walks with Mary. 

www.stosmunds.co.uk 

Journey with Mary from Ascension to Pentecost 
For over a century it has been a tradition within in the  Catholic 
Church to pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the 
days between the Ascension and Pentecost. In the book of Acts, 
once the apostles see Jesus ascend into heaven, they gather in 
continuous prayer with Mary the mother of Jesus. Who better 
than Mary to accompany us as  we too pray for a new Pentecost. A 
booklet to accompany this journey can be accessed 
here Journey with Mary.  

Fr. Grieves’ message for Pentecost is at the back of this Bulletin  

World Communications Day                                                    
World Communications Day was established by Pope Paul VI in 
1967 as an annual celebration that encourages us to reflect on the 

opportunities and challenges that the modern means of social 
communication (the press, motions pictures, radio, television and 

the internet) afford the Church to communicate the gospel 
message.

CAFOD Emergency Appeal Covid 19                                      
The effects of coronavirus on developing countries where 
CAFOD works are  likely to be devastating. While we are not able 
to hold physical collections in our church, you can donate as 
individuals at     cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal,
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Children’s Liturgy 
A Children’s liturgy from Cafod for this 
Sunday  can be found on our website. 
www.stosmunds.co.uk                                       
Cafod do a live Children’s Liturgy at 
10.00am on Sundays. Register at https://
cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-
liturgy. Please keep sending in pictures 
and letters from the Children’s Liturgy  to 
Fr. Grieves or e-mail: 
enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk

Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education 
Trust - Family Spiritual Resources 

This is an excellent site that links many 
of the Secondary and Primary Schools in 
our area.  It includes resources such as 
Daily Prayer and activities for pupils. For 
example the                                           
Family Liturgy of Spiritual 
Communion   is recommended                                      
https://liturgy.bishophogarthcet.org.uk

Weekly Bulletin 
Thank you to all who have let us know 

that you are receiving the weekly bulletin 
by e-mail.  Copies are being posted to 

those who who cannot receive by e-mail. 
It is encouraging to know that it is 

reaching and helping many parishioners 
to keep informed and in contact

If you haven’t yet responded, know 
someone who would like to be on the e-
mail list or of anyone who isn’t receiving 

a copy please get in touch. 
enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk
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Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 
Mass for the Sick and their families, NHS Front-line workers 

and those working in Social Care                                                                   
In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all front-line and key 

workers, a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral  
which will  be live-streamed for people to join.  This has taken place 
every Thursday at 7.00pm. from 24th April. The final Mass of the 

series is from our neighbouring diocese.                                                                                                  
28th  May Bishop Terence Drainey  Middlesbrough Cathedral           

cbcew.org.uk 

First Stop Darlington
Maire Kennan is taking part in this year’s Big CEO Sleep out On June 1st 
to raise money for First Stop Darlington. FSD is a charity helping people 
struggling to cope with issues around claiming benefits, debt  and 
vulnerable housing. If you are struggling and would like to talk to someone 
at FSD, there’s a free phone number 0800 195 3144.
To find out more about the Big Sleepout go to ceosleepoutuk.com
To sponsor Maire go to: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Maire-Kennan1

     Live streamed services this week include:                         
In our Hogarth Partnership from St. Augustines at 9.15 am; on their 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington                                                                    
Daily Mass and other services can be found on many other sites including: 
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle: www.rcdhn.org.uk                                       
Walsingham live: www.walsingham.org.uk                                         
Vatican   https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCxIsefyl9g9A5SGWA4FvGIA                                                                       
Other Churches throughout the UK and Ireland: 
www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now 

Mass by Phone Service 
During these times when our churches are closed and 
masses are being streamed online, the Diocese of 
Middlesbrough have set up a system to allow people who 
do not have internet access to listen to Mass over the 
telephone.  12.00 noon
If you would like to access, the telephone number to call is 
01642 130120.

National Rosary Rally - Pentecost Sunday 31st May 9am -9pm 
This will take place across the dioceses of England Scotland and Wales
with each diocese allocated a relay time slot.  The time allocation for the 
diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is 4pm - 5pm. We will be joined at this 
time by the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.

Counselling and Listening Services                                                                                                                                        
As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this   

COVID-19 lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors and listeners have 
generously made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by 

the negative effects of the situation. These counsellors and listeners can be 
contacted through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 

6953 and the Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 980740. 
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Food Banks 

The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ.          Opening 
times: Tuesday and Friday 9.00 
-12.00 noon 

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening 
times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm 

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s 
Church, Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 
5EE.   Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm. 

If you happen to be passing, items 
may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. 
Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary 
journeys.  

Stay in, Stay Safe 

Offertory  

There have been questions about 
what to do over the usual offertory 
collections.  Is it ok to save our 
weekly donation and bring them 
on return to Church? - Certainly. 
Standing orders will continue as 
usual. If you wish to make your 
donations directly to St. Osmund’s 
bank account the details are: 

HSBC  St. Osmund’s                               
Account No. 41164015               
Sort Code 40-34-18      

This is the only account for 
donations to St. Osmund’s.  

There is no need to drop 
donations off at Church.             

Best wishes for a safe, 
happy and healthy week 

�  

Until next time
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Readings for the 7th Sunday of Easter 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our lives, from 
today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.   

The apostles all joined in continuous prayer
After Jesus was taken up into heaven the apostles went 
back from the Mount of Olives, as it is called, to 
Jerusalem, a short distance away, no more than a sabbath 
walk; and when they reached the city they went to the 
upper room where they were staying; there were Peter and 
John, James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and 
Simon the Zealot, and Jude son of James. All these joined 
in continuous prayer, together with several women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord 
in the land of the living.
The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom should I fear?
The LORD is my life’s refuge;
of whom should I be afraid?

One thing I ask of the LORD; this I seek:
to dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
That I may gaze on the loveliness of the LORD
and contemplate his temple.

Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call;
have pity on me, and answer me.
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks.

It is a blessing for you when they insult you for bearing 
the name of Christ
If you can have some share in the sufferings of Christ, be 
glad, because you will enjoy a much greater gladness when 
his glory is revealed. It is a blessing for you when they 
insult you for bearing the name of Christ, because it means 
that you have the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God resting 
on you. None of you should ever deserve to suffer for 
being a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer; but if 
anyone of you should suffer for being a Christian, then he 
is not to be ashamed of it; he should thank God that he has 
been called one.

Alleluia, alleluia!
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord;
I will come back to you,
and your hearts will be full of joy.
Alleluia!

Father, it is time for you to glorify me
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
‘Father, the hour has come: glorify your Son
so that your Son may glorify you; and, through the power 
over all mankind that you have given him, let him give 
eternal life to all those you have entrusted to him.
And eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I have glorified you 
on earth and finished the work that you gave me to do.
Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me with that glory 
I had with you before ever the world was. I have made 
your name known to the men you took from the world to 
give me. They were yours and you gave them to me,
and they have kept your word. Now at last they know
that all you have given me comes indeed from you;
for I have given them the teaching you gave to me,
and they have truly accepted this, that I came from you,
and have believed that it was you who sent me.
I pray for them;
I am not praying for the world
but for those you have given me,
because they belong to you:
all I have is yours
and all you have is mine,
and in them I am glorified.
I am not in the world any longer,
but they are in the world,
and I am coming to you.’

The ten days between the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost 
was an intense time of prayer for the disciples.  There must 
have been a mixed feeling of anxiety and expectation. Can 
we imagine what their prayers were? In the gospel we 
have a glimpse of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples.

Who do we pray for? What do we ask for in our prayers? 
We know that Jesus continues to intercede for us. What 
might his prayer be for us today?

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc

First reading                                      Acts 1:12-14

Responsorial Psalm              Psalm 26(27) 1,4,7-8

Second reading                               1 Peter 4:13-16

Gospel Acclamation                            cf. Jn 14:18

Gospel                                               John 17: 1-11
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Keep in Contact 
It is important to keep in touch in these unusual times. Keeping in contact with other parishioners through a telephone call, e-
mail, text  or social media is a simple way to show that we care. Receiving a call, message or seeing a friendly face on our phone, 
tablet or computer can  be  a real tonic.  Visit the Parish website for more news and information. www.stosmunds.co.uk

If you have any news, information, questions, or if you have a special birthday or celebration and would like a mention please get 
in touch. It is important to have the persons authority to do this.  Please send a message to:  enquiries@st.osmunds.co.uk

In particular, let us know if you are aware of anyone who may be feeling isolated or could benefit from some help, by contacting 
the above e-mail address, or Fr. Grieves on 01325 730191
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