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     28th June 2020  – SS Peter & Paul   
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

Peter and Paul passed on the 
authentic living tradition of Christ. 
Where do you look today for this 

message? Do you think you have any 
role in handing it on it from your 

generation to the next one? 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  

266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 
  

 
I will be saying Mass privately every day  

 if you wish to join me in spirit. 
 

Sunday 28th June 9.15am – Josie Anwyll RIP 
 

Sunday 5th July 9.15am – Gerry Lynch RIP 
 

Please let us know if you would like a mass intention on a particular date. 
 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Elizabeth Leeman, Michael Grogan, 
Joan McIntyre, Doris Trees, Pat Cunningham & Sylvia McGee 
and all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD       

ANNIVERSARIES June Anniversaries – Rita Taylor, Lily & John Abela, Susan 
O’Hare, John Biagioni, Josie Anwyll, Patricia Brack, Matthew 
Frazer, Janet Fletcher, Jack Ahern, Terry Murphy, John Clifton, 
Vera Ramsay, Arthur Trees, Patricia Ferguson, Beverley 
Webster, Josephine McLafferty, Stephen Tarelli, Anne Kenny, 
Patricia Cooke, Judith Wilson, Hilda Hauxwell, Geoffrey Start.  
May they rest in peace. 

 
RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES – Individual Worship only 

Bishop Robert Byrne CO has announced the re–opening of a further twenty 
Churches, with St Augustine’s, Darlington being among them. 

Please note this is only for PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL WORSHIP. 

A comprehensive list of all the churches are on the Diocesan website. 
 
The Diocese will be providing training for supervisors so we await further 
developments.   
Further details, including the date and times of opening, will be announced 
as they become available. 



Please see on the Diocesan website and our own website -  a letter that has 
been issued by the Metropolitan Archbishops of the Catholic Church in 
England. 
 
Here are some extracts – please take time to read the full letter if you can. 
 

On Tuesday we heard the announcement that, from the 4th July this year, 
places of worship will be able to reopen for prayer and services. We welcome 
this news with great joy.  
Since the lockdown began, members of all faiths have faced restrictions on 
how they have been able to celebrate important religious festivals. 
The recent reopening of our churches for individual private prayer was an 
important milestone on our journey towards resuming communal worship. 
Our churches that have opened have put in place all the measures needed to 
ensure the risks of virus transmission are minimised. This includes effective 
hand sanitisation, social distancing, and cleaning. We remain committed to 
making sure these systems of hygiene and infection control meet 
Government and public health standards.  
With the easing of restrictions on worship with congregations, we tread 
carefully along the path that lies ahead. Our lives have been changed by the 
experience of the pandemic and it is clear that we cannot simply return to 
how things were before lockdown. 
It is important to reaffirm that, at present, the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass remains suspended. A significant number of churches may remain 
closed as they are unable to meet the requirements for opening for individual 
prayer. Fulfilling these requirements is a precondition for any church opening 
after the 4th July for the celebration of Mass with a congregation. 
Please be aware that there will be a limit on the number of people who can 
attend Mass in our churches. This will determined locally in accordance with 
social distancing requirements. We therefore need to reflect carefully on how 
and when we might be able to attend Mass. We cannot return immediately 
to our customary practices. 
We ask every Catholic to think carefully about how and when they will return 
to Mass. Our priests may need to consider whether it is possible to celebrate 
additional Masses at the weekends. Given there is no Sunday obligation, we 
ask you to consider the possibility of attending Mass on a weekday. This will 
ease the pressure of numbers for Sunday celebrations and allow a gradual 
return to the Eucharist for more people.  
When we return to Mass there will some differences in how the celebration 
takes place. For the time being, there will be no congregational singing and 
Mass will be shorter than usual. 



FIRST READING: ACTS 12:1-11 

King Herod started persecuting certain members of the Church. He beheaded 
James the brother of John, and when he saw that this pleased the Jews he 
decided to arrest Peter as well. This was during the days of Unleavened 
Bread, and he put Peter in prison, assigning four squads of four soldiers each 
to guard him in turns. Herod meant to try Peter in public after the end of 
Passover week. All the time Peter was under guard the Church prayed to God 
for him unremittingly. 
 
On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept watch at the main 
entrance to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood there, and 
the cell was filled with light. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him. ‘Get 
up!’ he said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains fell from his hands. The angel then said, 
‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ After he had done this, the angel next said, 
‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ Peter followed him, but had no 
idea that what the angel did was all happening in reality; he thought he was 
seeing a vision. They passed through two guard posts one after the other, 
and reached the iron gate leading to the city. This opened of its own accord; 
they went through it and had walked the whole length of one street when 
suddenly the angel left him. It was only then that Peter came to himself. 
‘Now I know it is all true’ he said. ‘The Lord really did send his angel and has 
saved me from Herod and from all that the Jewish people were so certain 
would happen to me.’ 
 

 
PSALM 

 
The angel of the Lord rescues those who revere him. 

 
 

SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8,17-18 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for 
me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the race to 
the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of 
righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 
to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who have longed for 
his Appearing. 



 
The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole 
message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued 
from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, 
and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to 
his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 
say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke 
up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and 
blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: 
You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the 
underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in 
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ 
 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission.] 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
 
 
 



PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  -  Wednesday 1st July 7pm. 
Details will be sent with the log in details of the planned Zoom meeting. 
 
COUNSELLING AND LISTENING SERVICES 
As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this COVID-19 
lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors and listeners have generously 
made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by the negative 
effects of the situation.   These counsellors and listeners can be contacted 
through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 6953 and the 
Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 980740.  
 
THE VICARIATE FOR FAITH & MISSION are able to provide copies of our 
lockdown prayer resources to those without internet access and contact for 
those who are thinking about becoming a Catholic. Please contact the 
Vicariate by ringing 07375 934713, or  get in touch via 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 
 

 

If anybody would like to change their envelope donation to a direct debit  
our bank details are as follows: 

 

DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  
HSBC    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 

 
Thank you to to all those parishioners who are supporting us via a weekly/monthly 

payment through the bank.   

 
FOOD BANK – please leave any donations inside the door of the Presbytery. 
 

 
King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 
Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 
King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 
 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  
St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 
JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 
 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 
details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 
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FIRST STOP DARLINGTON  
The local charity helping those in need and distress are operating a telephone 
system for advice on benefits, housing and any difficulties people may be 
experiencing please contact freephone 0808 196 3144. 
 

COMMUNITY PEER MENTOR 
Supporting people across County Durham and Darlington. 
If you are feeling vulnerable or isolated please ring the office (266602) or 
email Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk  and we can arrange 
for somebody to ring and talk to you. 
 

 

CHURCH SERVICES  
There is a full list on the website of those churches (that we know of) within 
the Diocese which are live-streaming Masses, prayer services, benediction, 
Exposition of the Eucharist. 
 

DIAL A MASS service – if you know of anybody who doesn’t have internet 
access there is the opportunity to listen to mass on the phone.  From 12 
noon on a Sunday dial 01642 130120 (which is charged at local rates) and 
listen to the 12 noon Sunday Mass at Middlesbrough Cathedral – this was set 
up by the Knights of St Gregory.  The Mass is recorded and can be listened to 
anytime during the week. 
 

 

 

THE NORTHERN CROSS is a not-for-profit organisation and a charitable trust. 
They rely entirely on revenue from newspaper sales, annual subscriptions 
and advertising to continue publishing. Like many businesses they are now 
experiencing significant financial difficulties, being unable to sell their 
newspapers in churches. Please consider taking out an annual online 
subscription for just £14.40, to help them through this difficult time. It is an 
excellent newspaper providing news and events that take place throughout 
the Diocese. Payment can be made by bank transfer : Northern Cross HSBC 
Bank Account 81602292  - Sort Code 40-42-11.  Please visit 
northerncross.org.uk for further details. 
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