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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR 
All those affected by Coronavirus, those people who are 
ill, those who have lost loved ones, all NHS staff and those 
whose business or livelihood is affected.   
The people who are in isolation at this time, especially 
those who live alone.  
Our children & young people whose exams have been 
cancelled and are missing school & friends. 

For those whose anniversaries we have been 
asked to remember during the month of  

JUNE 
 

Luke Coates,  Thomas Robinson 
Winifred Johnston,  Madge Dunlop 

Gerard O’Reilly,  Margaret Kirby 
Harry Murphy,  Theresa Fischer 

Biddy Brennand,  Dominic Donohue 
Molly McDonogh,  Brendan McClelland 

Paddy Hanrahan,  Eileen Kelly 
Anne Lynam 

 
May They Rest in Peace. 

 
RIP  Maria Miles (St Teresa’s Parish) 

THE BODY & BLOOD OF 

CHRIST 

14TH JUNE 2020 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to change your envelope  
donation to a standing order at this time,  

our bank account details are : 
St Anne’s Church, Darlington, 

Sort Code 40-34-18           
Account Number 12374668  

 
Alternatively, don’t forget to keep donating in 
your envelope weekly if you possibly can, and 
bring back to church when we re-open.  Any  
donations are very important as we 
still have costs and maintenance in 
the Church & Hall to upkeep. 

THE PARISH OFFICE IS STILL CLOSED.  OUR PARTNERSHIP PRIEST’S CAN 
ALL BE CONTACTED ON THE ABOVE TELEPHONE NUMBERS. 
 
SUNDAY MASS LIVE FROM ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 
Sunday 9.15am.  Search for St Augustine’s Church Darlington on  
Facebook. 
ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL, NEWCASTLE  Cathedral’s You Tube Channel  
Mass each Day at 12noon (Sunday at 11.30am)  Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Devotions live streamed at 5.00pm each day. 
There is a list of the churches in the Diocese who are live streaming 
Mass on the Diocesan Website. 
 
The Pope's daily Masses at Casa Santa Marta and the Sunday Angelus 
are being streamed live on the Vatican's YouTube channel. No need to 
watch live, tune in at any time. 

TELEPHONE MASS   The Diocese of Middlesbrough have set up a  

system to allow people who do not have internet access to listen to 

Mass over the telephone. 

If you would like to access, the telephone number to call is 01642 

130120. 
 
CAFOD are hosting a live online children’s liturgy  for families, 
on Sundays at 10am.    
  
THE HOLY FATHER asks for your help in reaching out to our poorest 
brothers & sisters throughout the world.  Through his charity, MISSIO, 
he has contacted us to see if we are able to help him to show God’s 
love to His people.  If you do, then please send a cheque to COVID-19 
response, 23 Eccleston Square, London, SW1V 1NU, or ask them to 
send you the forms so that they can claim GiftAid as well.  Whatever 
you can give it will be more than these poor people 
have.  Thank you, keep safe & God Bless you.   
Fr Greg Price, Diocesan Director of MISSIO. 

PARISH HALL  During this time our Parish Hall has been 
decorated inside & out and all necessary repairs have 
been carried out.  We hope to be able to use it again in 
the not too distant future! 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Brother Robert and myself shall continue to celebrate a 
daily Mass and will remember you all as we always do.  If 
you have any specific intentions then please let me know 
by writing to St Teresa’s House, Harris Street, DL1 4NL.  
Don’t forget to include a preferred date if you have one.  
Let us keep praying for one another.                                 
Love & God Bless, Fr Greg. 
 
Sunday 14th June  Fr Flann Lynch OFM Cap. 
Golden Anniversary of Ordination (St Teresa’s) 
Monday 15th June  Carole Vincent (St William’s)  
Tuesday 16th June  Maria Miles RIP (St Teresa’s)  
                                   11.45am Funeral Service for  
                                  Maria Miles at Darlington Crematorium 
Wednesday 17th June  Ursula True RIP (St Teresa’s) 
Thursday 18th June  Cissie Green RIP (St Teresa’s) 
Friday 19th June  Special Intention 
Sunday 21st June  Peter Henderson RIP (St Williams) 



 
 

RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES 
HM Government has announced that churches and other places of worship are allowed to 
open for individual prayer from 15th June 2020. This individual reopening will not include the 
celebration of Mass, Funeral Services, Weddings, Baptisms or any other communal services or 
lay group worship.  These will be permitted at a later date. But, as advised by Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, NOT ALL  
churches will immediately reopen due to the ongoing Covid-19 safety measures to protect 
clergy, parishioners, staff and volunteers. There will be a phased opening of more churches 
after safety measures have been assessed and implemented.  Churches will require volunteers 
to clean the church and stewards to ensure social distancing when a church is open. 
The Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle has announced that just FIVE ‘pilot ‘ churches will open 
first.  These churches are : 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle 
St. Aidan’s, Ashington 
St. Patrick’s, Consett 
St. Mary’s, Sunderland 
St. Joseph’s, Hartlepool 
Further details, including the date and times of opening, will be announced as they become 
available. 

HOW IS CAFOD RESPONDING TO CORONAVIRUS? 

CAFOD have launched an emergency appeal for funds, because 
the impact of coronavirus in countries with poor health systems 
will be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without access to clean water,   
living with HIV or in cramped refugee camps, will be very vulnerable to coronavirus.  
CAFOD’S local experts are already in these communities and ready to help those in 
need, prevent the spread of the virus and protect lives. Through them, you are already 
helping to: Deliver food to where it is needed most ;  Improve hygiene, handwashing 
and sanitation at the community and household level ; Produce radio messages,     
posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention ; Train community      
volunteers to carry out awareness campaigns. 

Your donations to support this work are needed now more than ever.  Visit the CAFOD 
website to donate. 

VICARIATE FOR FAITH & MISSION: 
FR. ADRIAN DIXON'S REFLECTION FOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS: 
Fr. Adrian Dixon has produced a short reflection for Extraordinary  
Ministers of Holy Communion ahead of Corpus Christi; the usual time 
when ministers renew their commitment. This can be accessed via the 
Diocesan webpage. 

NORTHERN CROSS  is a not-for-profit organisation & charitable trust.  They rely entirely on 
revenue from newspaper sales, annual subscriptions & advertising to continue publishing.  
They now face significant financial difficulties - like many businesses - 
as they are unable to sell the print edition in churches at this time.  
You could help support the Northern Cross by taking out an annual 
online subscription.  This costs just £14.40. 

Payment can be made by bank transfer : 
Northern Cross HSBC Bank Account 81602292 Sort Code 40-43-11 
Please visit northerncross.org.uk for further details.  Many Thanks 

Today’s readings & Gospel are on the following page and there is a reflection from Brother Robert on the page after. 
Please also see information on this year’s Day for Life and the Diocese Day of Scripture that have been forwarded in separate 

emails. 



 
FIRST READING:                            Deuteronomy 8:2-3,14-16 
Moses said to the people: ‘Remember how the Lord your God led you for forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble you, to test you and know your inmost heart – whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. He humbled you, he made you feel hunger, he 
fed you with manna which neither you nor your fathers had known, to make you  
understand that man does not live on bread alone but that man lives on everything that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
‘Do not become proud of heart. Do not forget the Lord your God who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery: who guided you through this vast and 
dreadful wilderness, a land of fiery serpents, scorpions, thirst; who in this waterless 
place brought you water from the hardest rock; who in this wilderness fed you with 
manna that your fathers had not known.’ 

SECOND READING:                       1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ, and the bread 
that we break is a communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one 
loaf means that, though there are many of us, we form a single body because we all 
have a share in this one loaf. 

GOSPEL:                                      John 6:51-58 
Jesus said to the Jews: 
‘I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; 
and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, 
for the life of the world.’ 
Then the Jews started arguing with one another: ‘How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?’ they said. Jesus replied: 
‘I tell you most solemnly, 
if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you will not have life in you. 
Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood 
has eternal life, 
and I shall raise him up on the last day. 
For my flesh is real food 
and my blood is real drink. 
He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
lives in me 
and I live in him. 
As I, who am sent by the living Father, 
myself draw life from the Father, 
so whoever eats me will draw life from me. 
This is the bread come down from heaven; 
not like the bread our ancestors ate: 
they are dead, 
but anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 

Excerpts from the Jerusalem Bible version of scripture © 1966, 1967 & 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd and  
Doubleday & Company Inc.  under ONE LICENSE  A-632145. 



THE SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FEAST  
It is ironic that on this Feast of Corpus Christi, when we pay special honour to the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, most of us will be unable to physically receive the Eucharist, 
because of the regulations affecting us by the pandemic. The Feast echoes the liturgy of the Mass of the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, which as a communal celebration this year, was 
also a ‘casualty’ of the pandemic. On Maundy Thursday the shadow of the Cross casts it long length across the liturgy. But the Feast of Corpus Christi is an opportunity to step from that 
shadow into the light of the Resurrection and with great joy and hope celebrate God’s most wonderful gift to us, and to renew our faith and appreciation of the real  
presence in the Eucharist. The two great feasts are one. The Eucharist is at the heart of everything, but it cannot be separated from the washing of the feet. We are in communion with one 
another so that we can then serve one another.  
 
A REFLECTION  
It seems, or perhaps it would be more accurate to say, it is a fact that just about every day we are confronted with the grim reality of starving peoples: people retreating from wars,  
disasters and famine. In one of the recently ‘streamed’ Masses from Casa Santa Marta in the Vatican, Pope Francis prayed for all who had died from Covid-19. At the time of this particular 
Mass, around 300,000 people had died. Then he went on to state that between January and April 2020, 3.8 million people had died of hunger, with barely a passing thought from the 
world’s media. Ethiopia is one country that seems to live in the perpetual shadow of famine and Cardinal Basil Hume once told the story of an incident when visiting a settlement in the 
hill country of Ethiopia where hungry people were waiting for food. He was taken there by helicopter. As he got out of the helicopter a small boy, aged about 10, came up to him and took 
his hand. He was wearing nothing but a loincloth around his waist. The whole time the cardinal was there the boy would not let go of his hand. As they went around he made two  
gestures: with one hand he pointed to his mouth, and with the other he took the cardinal’s hand and rubbed it on his cheek. Later, Cardinal Hume said, “Here was an orphan boy who was 
lost and starving. Yet by two simple gestures he indicated our two foundational needs or hungers. With one gesture he showed me his hunger for food, and with the other his hunger for 
love. I have never forgotten that incident” he said, “and to this day I wonder whether that child is still alive. I remember that as I boarded the helicopter he stood and looked at me  
reproachfully.” Today’s first reading from the Book of Deuteronomy says: ‘That man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ Jesus quoted these 
words during his temptations in the desert. We need ordinary bread. That is our first and most basic necessity. But we need more than that, if we are to be whole persons. Bread nourishes 
only part of us – the physical side. But we have a spiritual side too. It too cries out for nourishment. Even a starving child realises that. In the Eucharist we are nourished with the food of 
God’s word, a word which comforts, guides, inspires and challenges us. And in Holy Communion we are nourished with the food of eternal life. In the Eucharistic banquet we have  
nourishment for our minds, hearts and spirits. Here we experience the abiding presence of Christ with us. He is not present as a vague memory of a person who lived long ago, but as a 
real, life-giving presence that transforms us. By eating the food of the Eucharist, we are nourished, and like Christ are able to nourish  
others. Christ’s presence comes in many and varied forms that are not limited to his Eucharistic presence: in his Word, the Christian Assembly, in prayer, in the presence of others and in 
the mess of everyday life. And that may well mean attending, in service, to the basic needs of the hungry and the starving. If we haven’t already done so, we may like to consider making a  
donation to Pope Francis’ Covid19 appeal through Missio. As the slogan from a well-known grocery chain claims: ‘Every little helps’. By so doing we can realise Christ’s presence. The 
washing of the disciples feet by Jesus has an element of a sacrament about it, for when we do as he commanded, to wash one another’s feet, (and similar actions of pastoral care) we make 
Christ’s presence known. So, on this Feast of Corpus Christi, we may not be able to receive Jesus under forms of bread and wine, but we can realise his presence in the washing of 
someone’s feet. The Collect of today’s Mass points to that reality:  
THE bread you give, O God, is Christ’s flesh for the life of the world; the cup of his blood is your covenant for our salvation.  
Grant that we who worship Christ in this holy mystery may reverence him in the needy of the world by lives poured out for the sake of that kingdom where he lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Brother Robert OH  


