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     12th July 2020  –15th Sunday of Year A   
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

It's easy for us to think of the parable of the sower 
and think of ourselves as hearers of the 
word. But what if we  were the sower? 
How much do we spread the word of God 
in our own social circles? How much do we 
actively work so that God may be known 
and loved? How quick are we to seize 
opportunities to spread our faith? 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  

266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 
 

 

Sunday 12th July 9.15am – Nick Robinson  RIP 
 

Sunday 19th July 9.15am – Betty Poad RIP 
 

Please let us know if you would like a mass intention on a particular date. 
I will be saying masses privately during the week. 

Fr Michael Hickey’s funeral will take place on Tuesday at 12 noon at  
St Cuthbert’s, North Shields and will be live streamed. 

 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Elizabeth Leeman, Michael Grogan, 
Joan McIntyre, Doris Trees, Pat Cunningham, Denise Trees & 
Sylvia McGee and all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Thomas Joseph Finlay 

ANNIVERSARIES July Anniversaries – Kathleen Flaws, Peter Gaffney, Bill Carter, 
Teresa Taylor, Robert Brown, Mary Philbin, Rita Taylor, Irene 
Humphrey, Jean Forrest, Enrid Mary Watson, John Mace, 
Maureen Baines, Thomas McDermott, Liam Ryan, Mary Welsh, 
Brian Campbell, Marion Turner, John Hennessey, Elizabeth  
Thirtle.  May they rest in peace. 

 

RE-OPENING OF CHURCH  
We will be open from Monday 13th July for private individual worship only on 

Monday    12-2pm         Wednesday   5.30-7.30pm        Saturday 10-12noon 
The capacity of the Church is 28 people. 
 

We would like to thank the volunteers who will make it possible for Church to 
re-open. 
 

A comprehensive list of all the churches which are open/scheduled to open 
are on the Diocesan website. 
 

Weddings and baptisms can now take place but with only up to 30 people 
present.  Please get in touch if you wish to discuss this with me  - Fr Gordon 
(266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk) 



IN MEMORY OF GERRY LYNCH 
Gerry was a valued member of St Augustine's parish, a tireless worker on behalf of 
the Parish Centre committee and for many years contributed enormously to the 
work of our SVP Conference. He was particularly concerned with the work of 
Sunday Stop; organised the annual clothes collection for the disadvantaged and 
vulnerable in our society and, together with his wife, Rosie, collected and 
transported essentials for the asylum seekers housed in Newcastle. His loss will be 
greatly felt. 
 

Gerry's family suggest that it may be appropriate to mark his passing through the 
creation of a fund to support the poor and disadvantaged of Darlington at a time 
when help is urgently needed and SVP income is depleted.  
 

If you feel that you are able to contribute in this way please use the following bank 
details for your donation. 
 

St Augustine's SVP 
Sort Code: 60-60-04 
A/C No: 46084258 

Please include the name 'Gerry Lynch' as a reference. 
Of course, please remember Gerry and his family in your prayers. 
 

Brian Humphrey  -  treasurerC211506@svp.org.uk 
 

FINANCES 
At the end of March, we had over £14,000 in the bank, although there were still 
some outstanding cheques to be cleared. 
As of this week we have £1,271 in the bank. 
Every month we used to bank around £3,000 in loose monies from the Sunday 
mass collections, which of course isn't happening now, although all the usual 
utility bills, etc., are still coming in.   We are still receiving the direct debits of 
around £2,500 a month and would like to thank those parishioners who contribute 
this way and those who have increased their offerings.  We have also had some 
new donors (8) contributing this way since March, again, thank you. 

 
 

If anybody would like to change their envelope donation to a direct debit  
our bank details are as follows: 

 

DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  
HSBC    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 

 
Thank you to to all those parishioners who are supporting us via a weekly/monthly 

payment through the bank.   



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-11 
 
Thus says the Lord: As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens 
and do not return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving 
growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word 
that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out 
my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.  
 

PSALM 
 

  I will bless your name for ever, 
  O God my King. 
  

 
Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23 

 
I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as 
yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting 
for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that 
it was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation 
still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to 
enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning 
till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of 
giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of 
the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 13:1-23  
 
Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round 
him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, 
and he told them many things in parables. 
  
He said, 'Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on 
patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, 
because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they 
were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich 



soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
Listen, anyone who has ears!' 
  
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, 'Why do you talk to them in 
parables?' 'Because' he replied 'the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are 
revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will 
be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. The reason I talk to them in 
parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or 
understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 
 

 You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 
 see and see again, but not perceive. 
 For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 
 their ears are dull of hearing, 
 and they have shut their eyes, 
 for fear they should see with their eyes, 
 hear with their ears, 
 understand with their heart, 
 and be converted 
 and be healed by me. 
 

'But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell 
you solemnly, many prophets and holy men longed to see what you see, and 
never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 
  
'You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries 
off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the 
edge of the path. The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who 
hears the word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he 
does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the 
word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is 
the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of 
riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received 
the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is 
the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now 
thirty.' 
 

© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 



CAFOD 
The Cafod 200 Club membership renewals for the year from July 2020 are 
now due. The 200 Club is a very successful fundraiser for Cafod – raising 
£10,000 each year if fully subscribed. 
 

Subscriptions are £50 per number per year. There is a draw prize of £100 
every month except in December and June when members have the chance 
to win prizes of £1000, £500 and £200. If anyone is interested in becoming a 
member, please contact Joanne Upton on 01325 251158 (07411360865) 
 

Members that pay by standing order will be automatically renewed. 
Otherwise send cash/cheque (payable to Cafod) to one of the addresses 
below; alternatively do a bank transfer : 
Sort Code 16-17-31 
Account Number 12264398 
 

Chairman: Stuart Sanderson 
 

Secretary: Carole Springfield 213 Parkside Darlington DL1 5TD 
Treasurer: Joanne Upton 18 Cleveland Terrace Darlington ,DL3 7HA 
 

Thanks to all for your continued support . 

The winners for the 2019 – 2020 period were: 

Jun 2019 £1000 
£500 
£200 

Mr & Mrs Murphy 
Mr & Mrs Blakeborough 
Mr & Mrs Evans 

Dec 2019 £1000 
£500 
£200 

Mr K Gee 
Dr H McLeish  
Mrs S Daley 

Jul 2019 £100 Mrs J Upton Jan 2020 £100 Mr & Mrs McCollom 

Aug 2019 £100 Mrs K Johnson Feb 2020 £100 Mr & Mrs McLean 

Sep 2019 £100 Mr K Mooij Mar 2020 £100 Mr D Lindsay 

Oct 2019 £100 Mrs C Wise Apr 2020 £100 Mrs S Horner 

Nov 2019 £100 Mr K Gee May 2020 £100 Mrs K Diamond 

 
JOB VACANCY 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancy: 
Department for Education, Administrator (maternity cover) For further 
information and details of how to apply please visit their website 
www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact them on 0191 243 3301 
 
 
 



COUNSELLING AND LISTENING SERVICES 
As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this COVID-19 
lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors and listeners have generously 
made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by the negative 
effects of the situation.   These counsellors and listeners can be contacted 
through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 6953 and the 
Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 980740.  
 
FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Bank. 
 

 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 
Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 
King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 
 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  
St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 
JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 
 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 
details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

 
 

FIRST STOP DARLINGTON  
The local charity helping those in need and distress are operating a telephone 
system for advice on benefits, housing and any difficulties people may be 
experiencing please contact freephone 0808 196 3144. 
 

COMMUNITY PEER MENTOR 
Supporting people across County Durham and Darlington. 
If you are feeling vulnerable or isolated please ring the office (266602) or 
email Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk  and we can arrange 
for somebody to ring and talk to you. 
 

 

CHURCH SERVICES  
There is a full list on the website of those churches (that we know of) within 
the Diocese which are live-streaming Masses, prayer services, benediction, 
Exposition of the Eucharist. 
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DIAL A MASS service – if you know of anybody who doesn’t have internet 
access there is the opportunity to listen to mass on the phone.  From 12 
noon on a Sunday dial 01642 130120 (which is charged at local rates) and 
listen to the 12 noon Sunday Mass at Middlesbrough Cathedral – this was set 
up by the Knights of St Gregory.  The Mass is recorded and can be listened to 
anytime during the week. 
 

 

THE NORTHERN CROSS is a not-for-profit organisation and a charitable trust. 
They rely entirely on revenue from newspaper sales, annual subscriptions 
and advertising to continue publishing. Like many businesses they are now 
experiencing significant financial difficulties, being unable to sell their 
newspapers in churches. Please consider taking out an annual online 
subscription for just £14.40, to help them through this difficult time. It is an 
excellent newspaper providing news and events that take place throughout 
the Diocese. Payment can be made by bank transfer : Northern Cross HSBC 
Bank Account 81602292  - Sort Code 40-42-11.  Please visit 
northerncross.org.uk for further details. 
 
 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


