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     19th July 2020  –16th Sunday of Year A   
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

Sometimes we can try so hard to practice our religion 
that we fail to enjoy the view en route.  

Today God reminds us that his overarching love for us 
will never fail.  

We form part of a flock that he will provide for always. 

Although we can't afford to rest on our laurels, we can 

take a bit of a break on Christ's. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  

266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 
 

 

Sunday 19th July 9.15am -  Betty Poad RIP 
 

Sunday 26th July 9.15am – George & Delia Lancaster RIP 
 

Please let us know if you would like a mass intention on a particular date. 
I will be saying masses privately during the week. 

 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Elizabeth Leeman, Michael Grogan, 
Joan McIntyre, Doris Trees, Pat Cunningham, Denise Trees & 
Sylvia McGee and all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Margaret Etherington (John McGovern’s sister), Dave Cairns 

ANNIVERSARIES July Anniversaries – Kathleen Flaws, Peter Gaffney, Bill Carter, 
Teresa Taylor, Robert Brown, Mary Philbin, Rita Taylor, Irene 
Humphrey, Jean Forrest, Enrid Mary Watson, John Mace, 
Maureen Baines, Thomas McDermott, Liam Ryan, Mary Welsh, 
Brian Campbell, Marion Turner, John Hennessey, Elizabeth  
Thirtle.  May they rest in peace. 

 

RE-OPENING OF CHURCH  
We are now open for private individual worship only on 

Monday    12-2pm         Wednesday   5.30-7.30pm        Saturday 10-12noon 
The capacity of the Church is 28 people. 
       At the moment there are no plans to re-open the Church for Mass. 
St Thomas’ and St Osmund’s Gainford are on the next list of churches being 
risk assessed to enable them to open for private worship. 
 

We would like to thank the volunteers who will make it possible to re-open. 
 

A comprehensive list of all the churches which are open/scheduled to open 
are on the Diocesan website. 
 

Weddings and baptisms can now take place but with only up to 30 people 
present.  Please get in touch if you wish to discuss this with me  - Fr Gordon 
(266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk) 
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IN MEMORY OF GERRY LYNCH 
On behalf of the SVP, and of Rosie and the family, I would like to thank 
everyone who has contributed so generously to the fund set up in memory of 
Gerry. The total currently stands at over £700; a measure of the esteem and 
affection in which Gerry was held within our parish community. The money 
will be used exclusively to support the needs of the poor and vulnerable 
within Darlington. 
With grateful thanks 
 

Brian Humphrey 
St Augustine's SVP 

 

FINANCES 
At the end of March, we had over £14,000 in the bank, although there were still 
some outstanding cheques to be cleared. 
As of this week we have £1,271 in the bank. 
Every month we used to bank around £3,000 in loose monies from the Sunday 
mass collections, which of course isn't happening now, although all the usual 
utility bills, etc., are still coming in.   We are still receiving the direct debits of 
around £2,500 a month and would like to thank those parishioners who contribute 
this way and those who have increased their offerings.  We have also had some 
new donors (8) contributing this way since March, again, thank you. 
 

 

THANK YOU to those parishioners who donate by standing order every 
month. The new guidelines encourages parishioners to make donations to 

church via standing order or online donations to reduce contact with monies. 
Envelopes must be left sealed for 72 hours before counting & then gloves 
must be worn & counting performed in a cleaned & ventilated area. If you 

would like to change your envelope donation to a standing order  
our bank details are as follows: 

 

DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  
(HSBC)    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 

 

INVITATION TO TENDER: 

The Diocese is looking to work with an experienced IT solutions provider on its 
latest project, ‘Digital Transformation of the Roman Catholic Church in North East 
England: Office 365 Migration project for the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle’. 
Download the tender document at www:rcdhn.org.uk and submit your tender 
proposals by 12 noon on Friday 7 August 2020. If you have any questions, then 
please do not hesitate to contact the Head of Communications, Iain Riddell at the 
Diocese. 



First Reading: Wisdom 12:13.16-19 
 
There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything, 
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in strength, 
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned 
and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance. 
 

PSALM 
 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27 
 
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose 
words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way 
that could never be put into words, and God who knows everything in our 
hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the saints 
expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 13:24-43  
 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, 'The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was 
asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The 
owner's servants went to him and said, "Sir, was it not good seed that you 
sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?" "Some enemy 
has done this" he answered. And the servants said, "Do you want us to go and 
weed it out?" But he said, "No, because when you weed out the darnel you 



might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at 
harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in 
bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn." ' 
  
He put another parable before them, 'The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, 
but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that 
the birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.' 
  
He told them another parable, 'The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was leavened all 
through.' 
  
In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed he would never speak 
to them except in parables. This was to fulfil the prophecy: 
 
 I will speak to you in parables 
 and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 
 
Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him 
and said, 'Explain the parable about the darnel in the field to us.' He said in 
reply, 'The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; 
the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the 
evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up 
and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of Man will send 
his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke 
offences and all who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!' 
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CAFOD 
The Cafod 200 Club membership renewals for the year from July 2020 are 
now due. The 200 Club is a very successful fundraiser for Cafod – raising 
£10,000 each year if fully subscribed. 
 

Subscriptions are £50 per number per year. There is a draw prize of £100 
every month except in December and June when members have the chance 
to win prizes of £1000, £500 and £200. If anyone is interested in becoming a 
member, please contact Joanne Upton on 01325 251158 (07411360865) 
 

Members that pay by standing order will be automatically renewed. 
Otherwise send cash/cheque (payable to Cafod) to one of the addresses 
below; alternatively do a bank transfer : 
Sort Code 16-17-31 
Account Number 12264398 
 

Chairman: Stuart Sanderson 
Secretary: Carole Springfield 213 Parkside Darlington DL1 5TD 
Treasurer: Joanne Upton 18 Cleveland Terrace Darlington ,DL3 7HA 
 

Thanks to all for your continued support . 
The winners for the 2019 – 2020 period were: 
Jun 2019 £1000 

£500 
£200 

Mr & Mrs Murphy 
Mr & Mrs Blakeborough 
Mr & Mrs Evans 

Dec 2019 £1000 
£500 
£200 

Mr K Gee 
Dr H McLeish  
Mrs S Daley 

Jul 2019 £100 Mrs J Upton Jan 2020 £100 Mr & Mrs McCollom 
Aug 2019 £100 Mrs K Johnson Feb 2020 £100 Mr & Mrs McLean 

Sep 2019 £100 Mr K Mooij Mar 2020 £100 Mr D Lindsay 

Oct 2019 £100 Mrs C Wise Apr 2020 £100 Mrs S Horner 

Nov 2019 £100 Mr K Gee May 2020 £100 Mrs K Diamond 

 
JOB VACANCIES 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies: 

• Property Surveyor based in Newcastle with extensive travel throughout the 
Diocese. Full-time. Two year fixed term contract. 

• Justice and Peace Refugee Project Co-ordinator based in Newcastle. 18 
hours per week. 12 month fixed term contract. 

• Department for Education, Administrator (maternity cover) – full-time 
  
For further information and details of how to apply please visit our website 
www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/


COUNSELLING AND LISTENING SERVICES 
As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this COVID-19 
lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors and listeners have generously 
made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by the negative 
effects of the situation.   These counsellors and listeners can be contacted 
through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 6953 and the 
Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 980740.  
 
FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Bank. 
 

 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 
Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 
King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 
 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  
St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 
JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 
 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 
details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

 
 

FIRST STOP DARLINGTON  
The local charity helping those in need and distress are operating a telephone 
system for advice on benefits, housing and any difficulties people may be 
experiencing please contact freephone 0808 196 3144. 
 

COMMUNITY PEER MENTOR 
Supporting people across County Durham and Darlington. 
If you are feeling vulnerable or isolated please ring the office (266602) or 
email Community.PeerMentors@durham.pnn.police.uk  and we can arrange 
for somebody to ring and talk to you. 
 

 

CHURCH SERVICES  
There is a full list on the website of those churches (that we know of) within 
the Diocese which are live-streaming Masses, prayer services, benediction, 
Exposition of the Eucharist. 
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DIAL A MASS service – if you know of anybody who doesn’t have internet 
access there is the opportunity to listen to mass on the phone.  From 12 
noon on a Sunday dial 01642 130120 (which is charged at local rates) and 
listen to the 12 noon Sunday Mass at Middlesbrough Cathedral – this was set 
up by the Knights of St Gregory.  The Mass is recorded and can be listened to 
anytime during the week. 
 

 

THE NORTHERN CROSS is a not-for-profit organisation and a charitable trust. 
They rely entirely on revenue from newspaper sales, annual subscriptions 
and advertising to continue publishing. Like many businesses they are now 
experiencing significant financial difficulties, being unable to sell their 
newspapers in churches. Please consider taking out an annual online 
subscription for just £14.40, to help them through this difficult time. It is an 
excellent newspaper providing news and events that take place throughout 
the Diocese. Payment can be made by bank transfer : Northern Cross HSBC 
Bank Account 81602292  - Sort Code 40-42-11.  Please visit 
northerncross.org.uk for further details. 
 
 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


