
17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 26th July 2020

The 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Theme: Discernment                                                                           
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the 

mysteries of the kingdom to mere children.                                                                                

Reopening of Churches                           

The diocese continues with a thorough and carefully 
prepared plan to reopen churches. Understandably this 
takes time as the diocese has to be assured that 
appropriate Covid secure and safeguarding measures are 
in place in each parish. This will involve a visit to each 
parish to carry out a detailed Risk Assessment and train 
volunteers.

St Osmund’s has been placed in the next cohort to be 
considered for re-opening by the diocese. An Action Plan 
is in place and nine parishioners have generously 
volunteered to act as stewards and to help with the 
essential cleaning programme designed to ensure the 
safety of all parishioners.

Latest: 
A Risk Assessment has now taken place. We are awaiting  
final confirmation from the diocese and have begun 
working on preparing the church in line with the 
recommendations. The numbers allowed in the church for 
private prayer and/or the celebration of Mass will be 
substantially reduced. More details to follow.

Please keep in touch via the bulletin or our website for 
further information. www.stosmunds.co.uk

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

Please remember in your prayers 
The sick of the parish: Christopher Smith, 
Irene Mulholland, Elizabeth Leeman, Cath 
Simpson, Patrick Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan 
Towers, Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred Elkin.                                    
We pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. 
Michael Hickey, relative of Carmel Green, 
who died recently.  Please remember the 
family in your prayers.                                                                     
All healthcare professionals and key workers 
who are putting themselves at risk as they 
attend to the needs of other people.                                                        
All who are being impacted by the economic 
crisis caused by the pandemic.                               

Children’s Liturgy 
A Children’s liturgy from Cafod for this 
Sunday can be found on our website. 
www.stosmunds.co.uk                                       

Cafod do a live Children’s Liturgy at 
10.00am on Sundays. Register at https://
cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-
liturgy. 

You might also like to try the following site 
for a Children’s Liturgy. It is hosted by a 
Primary School teacher from the Dunkeld 
diocese in Scotland. Click here 

Please keep sending in pictures and letters 
from the Children’s Liturgy  to Fr. Grieves or  
e-mail: enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk

Counselling and Listening 
Services   
These counsellors and listeners can be 
contacted through the St Mary’s Cathedral 
Listening Service on 0191 232 6953 and the 
Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 
980740. 
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Live streamed services this week include:                                                        
Hogarth Partnership: from St. Augustines at 9.15 am; on their Facebook 
page:   www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington                                                                   
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle:  Daily mass and other services 
throughout the diocese: www.rcdhn.org.uk                                                                            
Walsingham live: www.walsingham.org.uk                                                         
Vatican   https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCxIsefyl9g9A5SGWA4FvGIA                                                                                    
Other Churches throughout the UK and Ireland:         
www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now 

NORTHERN CROSS is a not-for-profit organisation and a charitable 
trust. We rely entirely on revenue from newspaper sales, annual 
subscriptions and advertising to continue publishing. We now face 
significant financial difficulties - like many businesses - as we are unable to 
sell the print edition in churches at this time. We encourage you to help 
us by taking out an annual online subscription, at £20, or an annual 
print subscription - where the Northern Cross is delivered direct to your 
door, at £36 (this includes post and packing). You can pay by bank transfer 
online, making a payment to: Northern Cross. Account number: 
81602292. Sort code: 40-43-11. When asked for a reference, please use your 
name - to allow us to verify your payment, then 
email editor.norcross@btconnect.com. To pay by cheque, please make 
cheques payable to 'Northern Cross' and post them to Subscriptions 
Dept, Northern Cross, c/o  WM Fortune & Son, Collingwood House, 
Church Square, Hartlepool, TS24 7EN.

Mass by Phone Service                                                                                                                                                        
During these times when our churches are closed and masses are being 
streamed online, the Diocese of Middlesbrough have set up a system to 
allow people who do not have internet access to listen to Mass over the 
telephone.  12.00 noon. If you would like to access, the telephone number 
to call is 01642 130120. 

The Vicariate for Faith & Mission are able to 
provide copies of lockdown prayer resources to those 
without internet access and contact for those who are 
thinking about becoming a Catholic. Please contact 
the Vicariate by ringing 07375 934713, You can get in 
touch via e-mail at 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk

Keep in Contact 
It is important to keep in touch in these unusual times. Keeping in contact 
with other parishioners through a telephone call, e-mail, text  or social 
media is a simple way to show that we care. Receiving a call, message or 
seeing a friendly face on our phone, tablet or computer can  be  a real 
tonic.  Visit the Parish website for more news and information. 
www.stosmunds.co.uk                                                                          
Don’t forget: If you have any prayer intentions,  news, information, 
questions, or if you have a special birthday or celebration and would like a 
mention please get in touch. It is important to have the persons authority 
to do this.  Please send a message to:  enquiries@st.osmunds.co.uk   In 
particular, let us know if you are aware of anyone who may be feeling 
isolated or could benefit from some help, by contacting the above e-mail 
address, or  Fr. Grieves on 01325 730191

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week.                                            
Until next time 
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Food Banks 
The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ.  Opening 
times: Tuesday and Friday 9.00 
-12.00 noon                                   
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening 
times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm     
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s 
Church, Clifton Ave., Darlington 
DL1 5EE.   Opening time: Fri 1pm 
-3pm.                                                      
If you happen to be passing, 
items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or 
placed in St. Osmund’s Church 
porch. Please do not make any 
unnecessary journeys.               
Stay Safe 

Offertory                                   
If you wish to make your 
donations directly to  St. 
Osmund’s. Bank account details 
are:  HSBC  St. Osmund’s                               
Account No. 41164015                   
Sort Code 40-34-18                          
This is the only account for 
donations to St. Osmund’s.  

�  

Thank you to all who, in the absence of 
our usual weekly Offertory collections, 

have used the parish bank details in this 
Bulletin to continue their contributions. 

It is much appreciated.                                             
Thanks also to those who have continued 

with their regular standing orders.  
These are simple and secure ways of 

making an offering to the parish.  If you 
wish to save your offerings until we 

return to church, this is also ok.                              
Remember: there is no need to 

drop your offerings off at Church. 

Don’t forget:   We need to have a 
group of volunteers approved by 
the diocese to enable us to re-
open  St Osmund’s          
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Readings for:  The 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time.  26th July 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

Solomon chooses the gift of wisdom 
The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask 
what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon replied, ‘O 
Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 
succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, 
unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds himself in the 
midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people 
so many its number cannot be counted or reckoned. Give 
your servant a heart to understand how to discern between 
good and evil, for who could govern this people of yours 
that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should 
have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord 
said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the 
lives of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning 
judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I 
give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has 
had and none will have after you.’

Lord, how I love your law! 
My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold.
Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come and I shall live
for your law is my delight.
That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold,
why I rule my life by your precepts,
and hate false ways.
Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple.

Those he called, he justified 
We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-
operates with all those who love him, with all those he has 
called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose 
specially long ago and intended to become true images of 
his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many 
brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he 
called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his 
glory.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere 
children. Alleluia!

He sells everything he owns and buys the field 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he 
hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and 
buys the field.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for 
fine pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and 
sells everything he owns and buys it.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the 
sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the 
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect 
the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no 
use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will 
appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them 
into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.
‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said 
to them, ‘Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of 
the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out 
from his storeroom things both new and old.’

St Matthew presents us this week with three final pictures 
from his collection of Jesus’ images about the Christian 
community. Matthew likes pairs of parables: the dragnet 
pairs with last week’s darnel-parable, the treasure pairs with 
the pearl. The Kingdom is an exciting and unexpected 
treasure which can change our whole life; it’s like winning 
the lottery – except that God’s gifts change us only for the 
good, and fill our lives with meaning and joy. Of course we 
know that God’s call is demanding: you’ve got to pay a price 
for the field in which the treasure lies, or for the genuine 
pearl found in a junk-shop! The very last picture - the 
householder bringing down different food-packets, pots and 
jars off the shelf - is encouraging too: some are old favourites 
(perhaps like the Christian values and prayers which we 
inherited from our families), but some add new flavours too, 
which we have discovered or been taught ourselves. If we 
listen, the Spirit is always there to show us new ways of living 
out our Christian calling, revealing to us an opportunity for 
prayer or help or service. This ‘householder’ is often thought 
to be Matthew’s secret signature for himself: he brings out old 
and new in the Christian message. How can we learn new 
ways of living out our Christian calling? 
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love You above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace You 
as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
let me be separated from You. Amen. 

First reading 1 Kings 3:5,7-12

Responsorial Psalm 118(119): 57,72,76-77,127-130

Second reading  Romans  8:28-3

Gospel Acclimation  Mt 11:25

Gospel Matthew 13:44-52
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