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     4th October 2020  – 27th Sunday of Year A 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

God has made us and set us on this earth. 
But for what purpose? Certainly not to stagnate. Like a 
vine in his cherished vineyard we are expected to bear 

as much fruit as we can. But we are not alone: 
God promises to bring us to fruition 

through the pruning and trimming that life puts before 
us. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  

266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 
 

 

Sunday 4th October 9.15am – John Hutchinson  RIP 
Sunday 11th October 9.15am – Miklos Moszaros  RIP 

 

Please let us know if you would like a mass intention on a particular date. 
 

 

RE-OPENING OF CHURCH  
As from 8th August face coverings must be worn in all places of worship. 

This enables us to have 60 people in Church for Mass. 
Funerals are still limited to 30 people only. 
Weddings now limited to 15 people only. 
Baptisms now limited to 6 people only. 

 

Mass will be held in Church this week: 
Monday 12.15pm – In thanksgiving (Jose Family) 
Wednesday 7.00pm – Felipe Castando  RIP 
Thursday 12.15pm –  Doreen Devine  RIP 
Friday 7.00pm – Lawrence McDonald  RIP 
Saturday 10.00am – Bridie Walker  RIP 

Church will be open for 30 minutes before Mass for private prayer. 
Face Coverings must be worn and social distancing to be observed. 
Contact details must also be given to comply with “Track and Trace”. 
Sunday Masses still on hold but will continue to be live-streamed. 
 
Churches open for Sunday Mass 

• St Teresa’s – capacity 150 people 
If you wish to attend you will need to book a place by phoning 07734 
274559 Wednesday – Friday, 6pm-8pm, or going on-line and email 
mikejcox@live.co.uk.  

• St Osmund’s – capacity 20 people 
You have to book to attend,  but with such reduced numbers perhaps we 
should just allow the parishioners of St Osmund’s to be present. 

 

Weddings and baptisms can now take place with limits on numbers.  
Please get in touch if you wish to discuss this with me  - Fr Gordon 

(266602 or email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk). 
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UPDATES ON COVID RESTRICTIONS (as provded by the Bishops Conference) 
Baptisms 
If a baptism takes place in a Mass which is part of the normal pattern of parish 
Masses, the number of people attending will be limited to the secure capacity 
determined by the COVID-19 risk assessment for the church building.  People 
attending must remain within their groups of six and observe strict social 
distancing between each separate group. 
If a baptism takes place outside of this normal pattern of worship, the numbers 
attending this celebration is limited to 6. 
Celebrations of the Sacraments of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Again, by necessity, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Aduilts takes place within the 
context of the Parish Mass as as such the number of people who can attend will be 
limited to the secure capacity determined by the COVID-19 risk assessment for the 
church building.  People attending must retain within their groups of six and 
observe strict social distancing between each separate group.  This is especially 
important for supporting families and sponsors. 
Celebrations of First Holy Communion 
Again, these celebrations take place within the context of the Parish Mass and as 
such the conditions outlined above for the Sacraments of Initiation of Adults 
apply.  The careful application of social distancing rules should be applied for 
family groups attending these celebretations. 
 

11th-17th October is a week of prayer for Prisoners   
Lord, you offer freedom to all people.  We pray for those in prison.  Break the 
bonds of fear and isolation that exist.  Support with your love prisoners and their 
families and friends, prison staff and all who care.  Heal those who have been 
wounded by the actions of others, especially the victims of crime.  Help us to 
forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly together with 
Christ in his strength and in his Spirit, now and every day.  Amen. 
 

JUSTICE AND PEACE AGM 
The Justice and Peace Co-ordinating Council will be having its AGM by zoom on 
Saturday 24 October from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
We will be reporting on the progress made so far on the priorities agreed at our 
last AGM around embedding the Social and Environmental Justice policy into the 
Diocese and securing the future management of the Justice and Peace refugee 
project. There will also be opportunities to join the Council and vote in our new 
officers for the next year and set our priorities for the coming year. We are hoping 
to have a keynote speaker to talk to us about Catholic Integral Ecology. 
We really hope that people from across the Diocese with an interest in Justice and 
Peace will sign up to join us. Please email lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 
to register your interest. Joining details will be sent out nearer the date. 

mailto:lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com


 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard. 
 
My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, 
and planted choice vines in it. 
In the middle he built a tower, 
he dug a press there too. 
He expected it to yield grapes, 
but sour grapes were all that it gave. 
 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me. 
What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done? 
I expected it to yield grapes. 
Why did it yield sour grapes instead? 
 
Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, 
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; 
overgrown by the briar and the thorn. 
I will command the clouds to rain no rain on it. 
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel, 
and the men of Judah that chosen plant. 
He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 
integrity, but only a cry of distress.  
 

PSALM 
 

The vineyard of the Lord Is the House of Israel. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9 
 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God 
for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater 
than we can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is 
noble, everything that is good and pure, everything that we love and honour, and 
everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the 



 

 

things that you learnt from me and have been taught by me and have heard or seen 
that I do. Then the God of peace will be with you. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 

 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, 'Listen to another 
parable. There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it 
round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and 
went abroad. When vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to 
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed 
another and stoned a third. Next he sent some more servants, this time a larger 
number, and they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. 
"They will respect my son" he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
each other, "This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance." 
So they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?' They answered, 
'He will bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will deliver the produce to him when the season arrives.' Jesus said to 
them, 'Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 It was the stone rejected by the builders 
 that became the keystone. 
 This was the Lord's doing 
 and it is wonderful to see? 
'I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a 
people that will produce its fruit.' 
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STELLA MARIS - Centenary Mass 
Had it not been for Covid-19 we would be gathering in Glasgow, Scotland, for our 
World Congress instead please join us for our Centenary Mass Celebration. 
This year Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea) is celebrating 100 years of support 
to seafarers, fishers, and their families.  
To mark the beginning of their centenary yearthey are holding a live-streamed 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow. If you wish to partake 
the Mass will be: 

Today Sunday, October 4th - Time: 3pm 
The Mass will be streamed live at www.stellamaris.org.uk/centenarymass. 



 

 

 

 
REFLECTION – Planted by God 

Lord, you planted me on this earth. 
You fenced me around with the love of family and friends. 
Their care towered over me. 
In the shelter of this tower I grew in safety and peace. 
I put our early blossoms; I filled up with leaves. 
People had great hopes for me. 
You had great hopes for me. 
But now the year of my life is passing. 
The harvest is approaching. 
What fruit have I to show? 
What if, after all this care, 
I had nothing to offer but sour grapes? 
May you, Lord, have mercy on me, 
and with your patient urging 
help me to produce the fruits of love.  

 
 

CAFOD Survive/Rebuild/Heal 
This week CAFOD’s Family Fast Day is helping people who are facing the 
worst of the coronavirus crisis. We’ve all felt the impact of this terrible 
disease – let’s come together to help the poorest and most vulnerable 
people in the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray for all those 
affected and donate online at cafod.org.uk/.   
 
WORLD MISSIONS  
Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday, when the Holy Father invites all 
Catholics to contribute to a special collection for missio, his charity for world 
mission.  Please support Missio in helping missionaries to work alongside 
communities throughout the world that are poor or in need, regardless of 
their background or belief.  Join in on this special day, that unites Catholics all 
over the world in prayer and celebration of our Church’s mission to share 
God’s love with all people – ‘Here I am, send me!’.  Please call 020 7821 9755 
(office hours) or visit Missio’s website to give a single gift, set up a Direct Debit 
and Gift Aid your donation, if possible: missio.org.uk. 
 
 



 

 

NORTHERN CROSS is a not-for-profit organisation and a charitable trust. They 
rely entirely on revenue from newspaper sales, annual subscriptions and 
advertising to continue publishing. They now face significant financial 
difficulties - like many businesses - as they are unable to sell the print edition 
in churches at this time. You could help by taking out an annual online 
subscription, at £20, or an annual print subscription - where the Northern 
Cross is delivered direct to your door, at £36 (this includes post and packing). 
You can pay by bank transfer online, making a payment to: Northern Cross. 
Account number: 81602292. Sort code: 40-43-11. When asked for a 
reference, please use your name - to allow us to verify your payment, then 
email editor.norcross@btconnect.com. To pay by cheque, please make 
cheques payable to 'Northern Cross' and post them to Subscriptions Dept, 
Northern Cross, c/o  WM Fortune & Son, Collingwood House, Church Square, 
Hartlepool, TS24 7EN. 
 

 

THANK YOU to those parishioners who donate by standing order every 
month. 

 The new guidelines encourage parishioners to make donations to church via 
standing order or online donations to reduce contact with monies.  

If you would like to change your envelope donation to a standing order (can 
you please use your name and envelope number as the reference) 

 

our bank details are as follows: 
DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  

(HSBC)    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 
 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food BankS. 
 

 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 
Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 
King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 
 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  
St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 
JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 
 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 
details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 
 



 

 

October 4th 2020                           27th Sunday of Year (A) 

SUNDAY Live-Streamed 9.15 am  John Hutchinson  RIP 

MONDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm In Thanksgiving  (Jose Family) 

TUESDAY     

WEDNESDAY  St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Felipe Castando  RIP 

THURSDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15pm Doreen Devine  RIP 
FRIDAY St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Lawrence McDonald  RIP 

SATURDAY St Augustine’s 10.00 am Bridie Walker  RIP 

SUNDAY 11th October  
28th Sunday of Year 

Live-Streamed 9.15 am Miklos Moszaros  RIP 

 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, & baby Isobel and all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Mario Pistallato  

ANNIVERSARIES October Anniversaries –  John Hutchinson, Lawrence Davies, 
Kathleen Trees, Catherine Appleton, Kevin Cundy, Joseph 
Mercer, Joseph Baldwin, Marjorie Dulston, Louisa Temple, 
Andrew Blair, John Tweedy, Monica Hibbert, Barbara 
Peterburs, James Hughes, Andrew Keough, Noreen Staples, Vin 
Ferugson, Kenneth Hardman, Bert Walsh, Steve Watt, Bruno 
Amicucci, Mary Ward. May they rest in peace. 

 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 
 


