
All Feast of All Saints 1st November 2020

The Feast of All Saints 

I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe 
and language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands.

Mass times:  Sunday 9.30am and  Tuesday 10.00am                 
It is necessary to book in advance for both the Sunday and 

Tuesday Mass.  See left                                                                                          
Due to Covid measures it is required that both the front and back doors in church  
remain open to increase air circulation. It is getting chilly, so wrap up warmly, or 

even, think of bringing a blanket                                                                             
Forgotten your mask - Don’t worry                                                                 

It is necessary to wear a mask in church. However if you have forgotten yours 
there is a supply in Church. Just ask the steward.

Darlington Ordinariate services at St. Osmund’s - Sunday 11.30am 
and Wednesday 10.00am

November: The Month of the Holy Souls 
                                                                     

                                                                     How the seasons change, 
                                                                     How certain it is that Summer

                                                                 Gives way to Autumn
And the falling of the leaves

And the passing of so many things,
And the tears of one who grieves

Yet Winter gives way to Spring,
New Hope and life after suffering,

Lord, so it is, and certain too,
 The promise of new life in you

After life’s woes and pains.
For our loved ones gone

                                                                     No more strain and suffering now, 
                                                                Beyond life’s struggles there awaits

                                                               The joy of your embrace.
                                                              Thank you Lord. Amen

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

Welcome back to Mass                           
How to Book                                                        

A special booking answer phone number 
has been set up:  07796 282216                   

Please text the number above stating: 

Your Name:                                                           
Day you wish to attend                       
Number of individuals or                 
Number in Family Group and Contact 
Phone Number                              

You will be contacted to let you know if 
a place is available.  

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 

from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on the 

Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website          
Click here 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook Sun 9.15 am- 

Click here                                                 
Churches in the diocese - Click here                                                                                                       

Other churches in the UK and Ireland 
Click here                                                                                        

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk     e-mail: enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk 

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 



All Feast of All Saints 1st November 2020
Readings for: 1st November - All Saints Day

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel. 

I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people 
from every nation, race, tribe and language 
I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying 
the seal of the living God; he called in a powerful voice to the 
four angels whose duty was to devastate land and sea, ‘Wait 
before you do any damage on land or at sea or to the trees, 
until we have put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of 
our God.’ Then I heard how many were sealed: a hundred and 
forty-four thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel.                  
After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of 
people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were 
standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. They 
shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God, who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who were standing in a 
circle round the throne, surrounding the elders and the four 
animals, prostrated themselves before the throne, and 
touched the ground with their foreheads, worshipping God 
with these words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honour and power and strength to our God 
for ever and ever. Amen.’
One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you know 
who these people are, dressed in white robes, and where they 
have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can tell me, my lord.’ 
Then he said, ‘These are the people who have been through 
the great persecution, and they have washed their robes white 
again in the blood of the Lamb.’

Such are the men who seek your face, O Lord. 
The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm.
Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things.
He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob.

We shall be like God because we shall see him as he 
really is 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by 
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we are. 
Because the world refused to acknowledge him, therefore it 
does not acknowledge us. My dear people, we are already the 
children of God but what we are to be in the future has not 
yet been revealed; all we know is, that when it is revealed we 
shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is. 

Surely everyone who entertains this hope must purify himself, 
must try to be as pure as Christ.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened
and I will give you rest, says the Lord.
Alleluia! 

How happy are the poor in spirit 
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down 
and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This 
is what he taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit;
 theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Happy the gentle:
 they shall have the earth for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn:
 they shall be comforted.
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:
 they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful:
 they shall have mercy shown them.
Happy the pure in heart:
 they shall see God.
Happy the peacemakers:
 they shall be called sons of God.
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and 
speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright 
© 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All 
rights reserved.                                                                                                                              
Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never let me be separated from you. Amen.     

Please remember in your Prayers .               
Recently deceased: Michael Ward - Eternal rest grant unto him 
O Lord.  We remember also, all the family in our prayers in their time 

of great sadness.                       

The Sick of the Parish                                                
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath 
Simpson, Patrick Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, 
Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred Elkin.                 
Bidding Prayers - St. Osmund’s Click here                                                                                                  

First reading Apocalypse 7:2-4,9-14

Responsorial Psalm 23(24):1-6

Second reading 1John 3:1-3

Gospel Acclamation Mt11:28

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12a

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford



All Feast of All Saints 1st November 2020

Reflection on the Readings                                                                                                                                                           
Every year the Church recalls the example, witness, and prayer of the holy women and men who have been identified by the Church as Saints. 
These saints are more than just role models; they are family members with whom we continue to share relations, in a bond of prayer, called the 
Communion of Saints. Every year when we celebrate this day, the Gospel we proclaim recalls for us Jesus' teaching about happiness, the Beatitudes. 
We quickly note in this reading that none of those Jesus names as “blessed” or “happy” are expected . . . the poor in spirit, the meek, the persecuted. 
Jesus' blueprint for happiness reflects little of what the world might call happiness.

What does Jesus mean when he uses the word “blessed?” This word is sometimes translated as “happy” or “fortunate” or “favoured.” In other words, 
Jesus is saying that divine favour is upon those who are poor, who mourn, who are persecuted. This might have been welcome and surprising news 
to the crowds who heard Jesus that day.

The Beatitudes can be understood as a framework for Christian living. Because of this, it is natural that we proclaim this Gospel on the Feast of All 
Saints. Saints are people who lived the spirit of the Beatitudes as Jesus lived. On this day, we too are challenged to model our lives on the spirit and 
promises of the Beatitudes.

On his visit to the UK in 2010 Pope Benedict in his address to young people at St. Mary’s University College Twickenham made a call for us all to 
become Saints of the 21st Centuary.

Pope Benedict said "one of the great tragedies of this world" was that so many people did not find happiness. That was "because they look for it in 
the wrong places".
He said "The key to it is very simple – true happiness is to be found in God". He added: "once you enter into friendship with God, everything in 
your life begins to change … You are attracted to the practice of virtue. You begin to see greed and selfishness and all the other sins for what they 
really are, destructive and dangerous tendencies that cause deep suffering and do great damage and you want to avoid falling into that trap 
yourselves.
"You begin to feel compassion for people in difficulties and you are eager to do something to help them. You want to come to the aid of the poor and 
the hungry. You want to comfort the sorrowful, you want to be kind and generous. And when these things begin to matter to you, you are well on the 
way to becoming saints."
On the feast of All Saints, the Church invites and challenges us to walk the walk of the saints and not just talk the talk: “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in Heaven” (Mt 7:21).

We can learn from the advice on how to lives saintly lives practiced by three Teresas:  i) St. Teresa of Avila: Recharge your spiritual batteries every 
day by prayer, namely, listening to God and talking to Him ii) St. Therese of Lisieux: Convert every action into prayer by offering it to God for His 
glory and for the salvation of souls and by doing God’s will to the best of one’s ability. iii) St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa): Do ordinary things 
with great love. Adapted from Loyola Press- loyolapress.com 

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. Bank 
account details are: 

HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                       
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                                                     

This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly Offertory 
collections, have used the parish bank details in this Bulletin to 
continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to 
those who have continued with their regular standing orders. These 
are simple and secure ways of making an offering to the parish. 
Offerings can be left in the basket at Church at the Masses on Sunday 
and Tuesday.    

LISTENING SKILLS TRAINING 
A course for those who would like to support members of 
our parishes/partnerships who may be experiencing mental 
health issues. A six week online course beginning on Tuesday 10 
November 2020 at 6.30 pm on Zoom. For further information on 
the course, contact Oonagh Atkinson on 0191 389 1188. Application 
forms can be obtained from The Vicariate for Faith & Mission 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk or tel: 0191 243 3316.  

FoodBanks                                                                                                                                                                 
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 

times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe 
Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 

1pm -3pm                                                                                    
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 
Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their opening 
times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do not 

make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe       

Remembrance Sunday - Churches 
Together in Gainford.  The service and act of 
remembrance will take place on the green on 
Sunday 8th November from 10.30am concluding 
with the 11am silence.

Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week 
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