
2nd Sunday of Advent 6th December 2020

 

2nd Sunday of Advent                                                                                        
Theme: The Lord is coming                                                                      

‘What we are waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, 
the place where righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are 
waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at 

peace.’

Fr. Grieves Retirement                                                                      
Bishop Robert and Monsignor Newton have announced that Fr. Grieves will 
be retiring as pastor of the Darlington Ordinariate and priest in charge of St. 
Osmund’s Gainford and St. Mary’s Barnard Castle from Easter Sunday 4th 

April 2021.                                                                                                                
At this point we will be able to thank Fr. Grieves individually for his ministry. 
Hopefully, as Covid restriction ease in the comining months we will be able 

to thank him with a fitting communal gathering as Easter approaches.                                                                                                                            
Read the letter from Bishop Robert and Monsignor Newton at the back of this 

Bulletin 

Cycle of Prayer                                                                                                    
Throughout Advent and Christmas we are asked to pray for these intentions:                                                                                                        

Openness to the Word of God - especially on Bible Sunday (2nd Sunday in 
Advent)                                                                                                                    

Migrants and Refugees - especially on Migrants’ Day (3 December)       
Expectant Mothers - especially on 4th Sunday in Advent                        

Openness to the Word                                                                                                    
All-wise God,                                                                                                                              

as you have granted us                                                                                                              
to drink with delight                                                                                                                
from the Word                                                                                                                         

that leads us to know you,                                                                                                         
in your goodness grant us also                                                                                                    

to come at length to you,                                                                                                       
source of all wisdom,                                                                                                                 

and stand for ever before your face.                                                                                  
based on a prayer of the Venerable Bede       

Resources for Advent                                                                                                    
The diocese has prepared an excellent range of resources for individuals, groups, 

children and families, to help us prepare this Advent.                                                          
See later in this Bulletin                                         

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish 
Mass each                   

Sunday at 9.30am and Tuesday at 
10.00am                                        

It will be necessary to book 
To book please text 07796 282216  giving 

your Name, Number of individuals or 
number in family group and a contact phone 

number. 
St. Osmund’s is in a Tier 3 Covid area. In 

considering attending Mass please 
particularly bear in mind your own health 
situation, that of others and current Tier 3 

travel restrictions.               

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here                                                       

It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 
from Dunkeld.                                                    

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk Click here                                                        

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils                                   

can be found on the Carmel College /Bishop 
Hogarth  website Click here 

The Jesse Tree 

Jesse Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by 
journeying through the stories on Jesus’s 
family tree. Each day of Advent, read a Bible 
story about someone on Jesus’s family tree 
and hang an ornament symbolizing the story 
on your Jesse Tree. As you decorate your tree, 
you’ll see how God prepared for Jesus to be 
born through many generations. Click here 
for resources

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk     e-mail: enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk 

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 

http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
http://www.cafod.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://liturgy.bishophogarthcet.org.uk/#features-1
https://www.faithward.org/jesse-tree/
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     Readings for: 6th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all 
mankind shall see it
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. ‘Speak 
to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of 
service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has 
received from the hand of the Lord double punishment for 
all her crimes.’ A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a 
way for the Lord. Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every 
mountain and hill be laid low. Let every cliff become a 
plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud voice, joyful 
messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is 
your God.’ Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm 
subduing all things to him. The prize of his victory is with 
him, his trophies all go before him. He is like a shepherd 
feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding 
them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother 
ewes.

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 
I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land.

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.

The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.

We are waiting for the new heavens and the new earth
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: 
that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand years, and 
a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow 
to carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called 
slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody 
to be lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways. 
The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a 
roar the sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and 
fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up.

  Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should 
be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for 
the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in 
flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are 
waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new 
earth, the place where righteousness will be at home. So 
then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to 
live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at 
peace.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!

A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the 
Lord
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way. A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of 
Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on 
locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he 
said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and 
undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with 
water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.        

Mass 0n-line                                                                                
St. Augustines Facebook - www.facebook.com/

staugustineschurchdarlington Sunday 9.15                                                                                                             
Other churches in the diocese www.rcdhn.org.uk                                                             

Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk                                                       
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                      

Vatican - Click here                                                                                       
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

First reading Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

Responsorial Psalm 84(85):9-14

Second reading 2 Peter 3:8-14

Gospel Acclamation Lk3: 4,6

Gospel Mark 1:1-8

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington
http://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington
http://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
http://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
http://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
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Reflection on the Readings 6th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our lives, from today. 

The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                                                                                  

Pope Francis’ Reflection on the 2nd Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                             

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!                                                                                                                                                                                         
Last Sunday we began Advent with the call to be vigilant; today, the Second Sunday of this season of preparation for Christmas, the liturgy 
indicates to us its proper content: it is a time to recognize the shortcomings in our life, to smooth out the roughness of pride and to 
make room for Jesus who comes.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The Prophet Isaiah addresses the people, proclaiming the end of the Exile in Babylon and the return to Jerusalem. He prophesies: “A voice cries: ‘In 
the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord… Every valley shall be lifted up’” (40:3-4). The valleys to be lifted up represent all the shortcomings of 
our behaviour before God, all our sins of omission. One shortcoming in our life could be the fact that we do not pray or that we pray little. Advent is 
thus a favourable time to pray with greater intensity, to reserve to the spiritual life the important place it deserves. Another shortcoming could be a 
lack of charity for our neighbour, above all toward people most in need of help, not only material, but also spiritual. We are called to be more 
attentive, closer, to the needs of others. Like John the Baptist, in this way we can open the ways of hope in the desert of the barren hearts of many 
people.

“Every mountain and hill shall be made low” (cf. v. 4), Isaiah again exhorts. The mountains and hills that must be made low are pride, 
arrogance, insolence. Where there is pride, where there is insolence, where there is arrogance, the Lord cannot enter 
because that heart is full of pride, of insolence, of arrogance. For this reason, we must allay this pride. We must take on 
attitudes of meekness and humility, without reproach, to listen, to speak with meekness and thus to prepare for the 
coming of our Saviour, He who is meek and humble of heart (cf. Mt 11:29). Then we are asked to eliminate all obstacles that 
we set against our union with the Lord: “the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed” — says Isaiah — “and all flesh shall see it together” (40:4-5). These actions, however, must be performed with joy, because they 
are designed in preparation for the coming of Jesus. At home, when we await the visit of a dear person, we prepare everything 
with care and gladness. In the same way, we want to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord: to await him each day 
attentively, so as to be filled by his grace when he comes.

The Saviour whom we await is able to transform our life with his grace, with the power of the Holy Spirit, with the power 
of love. The Holy Spirit, in fact, infuses our hearts with God’s love, the inexhaustible source of purification, of new life 
and freedom. The Virgin Mary fully lived this reality, allowing herself to be ‘baptized’ by the Holy Spirit who inundated 
her with his power. May she, who prepared for the coming of Christ with the totality of her existence, help us to follow her example and may 
she guide our steps to the coming Lord.

Please remember in your Prayers .                                                  
The Sick of the Parish                                                                    
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath Simpson, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred 
Elkin.

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. Bank 
account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                          
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                               
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly Offertory 
collections, have used the parish bank details in this Bulletin to 
continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to 
those who have continued with their regular standing orders. These 
are simple and secure ways of making an offering to the parish. 
Offerings can be left in the basket at Church when attending Mass on 
Sunday or Tuesday

Resources include:

Online Retreat                                                                               
5 ways to encourage each other and to focus on Jesus this 

Advent                                                                                          
Daily Advent Liturgies                                                                

Online Advent Calendar                                                                  

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

 Making Advent a time for 
prayer, preparation, peace and joy
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For a full list of Advent resources visit the diocesan website at 

rcdhn.org.uk

Christmas Appeal: Mission to Seafarers and 
Apostleship of the Sea

Dear  Parishioners,  

The  local Mission to  Seafarers (MtS) and  

Apostleship  of the  Sea(AoS)  teams  always   ensure 

that  in the  weeks  before  Christmas that  they  have  

Christmas  parcels to  distribute amongst  seafarers  

whom  they  visit on the ships in  Tees Port . These 

mariners  are  often  away  from  home and  family  

for  many  months  and  will  often  miss  

Christmas. These visits  by the  teams  and  these  

gifts  are  particularly  important  to them at  these 

times. 

Would  you  be  happy  to  put  together (part of) a 

parcel  and  leave these in the  porch  at Sunday  

private  prayer sessions?  The collection period  is  

from  this  week  till  13/12. Alternatively  you  

could  also ring  me at  the  number  below for  

alternative  arrangements 

Suggested  contents:  Shampoo,Shower 

Gel ,Toothpaste,Shaving Foam, Lip  Balm. 

Socks (new),Hat/ Snood, Gloves, 

Sweets,Chocolates,Pen,Noodles,Comb,(Jigsaw-)Puzzle  

On  behalf of  AoS and  MtS 

Wico:  (T:07563155756) 

Further  info  re  AoS: www.stellamaris.org.uk   and  

MtS:  www.missiontoseafarers.org 

FoodBanks                                                                                   
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. 

Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, 

Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 
Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their 
opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. 
Please do not make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe    

Best wishes for a safe 
happy and healthy 

week ahead. 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://rcdhn.org.uk
http://www.stellamaris.org.uk
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