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This Bulletin covers - 4th Sunday of Advent, Christmas 
Day and The Feast of the Holy Family 

There will be no week-day Mass on Tuesday 22nd 
December                                                                                                            

The next Bulletin is planned for Sunday 3rd January  the 
2nd Sunday of Christmas                                                                                      

4th Sunday of Advent  Theme: Annunciation                          
‘“The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord 

is with you.’  

Christmas Masses                                                    
Christmas Eve Thursday 24th December

St. Osmund’s -First Mass of Christmas and Blessing of 
the Crib                                                                                                  

6.00pm Booking essential - Text 0779 628 2216 (see 
details left)

St. Mary’s Barnard Castle  8.00pm Booking 0738 517 5872

Christmas Day Friday 25th December               
The Ordinariate of Our Lady of  Walsingham at St. 

Osmund’s 10.00am Booking 0777 559 1105

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish 
Mass each                   

Sunday at 9.30am and Tuesday at 
10.00am    (There will be no Mass on 

Tuesday 22nd December )                                   

It will be necessary to book 
To book please text 07796 282216  giving 

your Name, Number of individuals or 
number in family group and a contact phone 

number. 
St. Osmund’s is in a Tier 3 Covid area. In 

considering attending Mass please 
particularly bear in mind your own health 
situation, that of others and current Tier 3 

travel restrictions.               

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here                                                       

It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 
from Dunkeld.                                                    

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk Click here                                                        

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils                                   

can be found on the Carmel College /Bishop 
Hogarth  website Click here 

The Jesse Tree 

Jesse Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by 
journeying through the stories on Jesus’s 
family tree. Each day of Advent, read a Bible 
story about someone on Jesus’s family tree 
and hang an ornament symbolizing the story 
on your Jesse Tree. As you decorate your tree, 
you’ll see how God prepared for Jesus to be 
born through many generations. Click here 

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk 

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 

http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
http://www.cafod.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://liturgy.bishophogarthcet.org.uk/#features-1
https://www.faithward.org/jesse-tree/


4th Sunday of Advent - Feast of The Holy Family 20th December  - 27th December
Readings for:  20th December - 4th Sunday of Advent 

Your House and your sovereignty will always stand 
secure before me
Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had 
given him rest from all the enemies surrounding him, the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am living in a 
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.’ 
Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your 
mind, for the Lord is with you.’
  But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:
  ‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: 
Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in? I took 
you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be 
leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all 
your expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before 
you. I will give you fame as great as the fame of the 
greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people 
Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that 
place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked 
continue to oppress them as they did, in the days when I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them 
rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; 
the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are 
ended and you are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will 
preserve the offspring of your body after you and make his 
sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to 
me; if he does evil, I will punish him with the rod such as 
men use, with strokes such as mankind gives. Your House 
and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me 
and your throne be established for ever.”’

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.

‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.

‘He will say to me: “You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.”
I will keep my love for him always;
with him my covenant shall last.’
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.

The mystery is revealed that was kept secret for endless 
ages
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live 
according to the Good News I preach, and in which I 
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept 

secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be 
broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the 
obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has 
predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God 
wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory 
therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me. Alleluia!

'I am the handmaid of the Lord'
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly 
favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed 
by these words and asked herself what this greeting could 
mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; 
you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive 
and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will 
rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will 
have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this 
come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the 
Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the 
child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know 
this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, 
herself conceived a son, and she whom people called 
barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible 
to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let 
what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                                                                                      

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                    
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                     
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                            
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                               
Vatican - Click here 

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

First reading 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16

Responsorial Psalm  88(89):2-5,27,29

Second reading  Romans 16:25-27

Gospel Acclamation  Lk1:38

Gospel  Luke 1:26-38

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford



4th Sunday of Advent - Feast of The Holy Family 20th December  - 27th December

Reflection on the Readings    4th  Sunday of Advent  20th December                                                                                                       
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our lives, from today. 
The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                                                                                  

We’re almost there – but not just yet! Waiting for Christmas can be so hard and not just for children!                                                                                            

For the last number of weeks, we have been surrounded by all the signs, sounds, symbols of Christmas; lights, decorations, carols, trees, 
gifts and presents. These are all very important parts of our festivities and celebrations; it wouldn’t be Christmas without them. But as 
the Prophet Isaiah, tells us; “The Lord himself will give us a sign. It is this; the maiden is with child and will soon 
give birth to a son whom she will call Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God – is – with – us’.” So let us not lose 
sight of  this wonderful sign  from God amidst all the other signs surrounding us these remaining few days before Christmas.                                                          

We generally focus our attention on the person of Mary, which is right. Mary is not only central to the narrative of Christmas, but also 
to the history of salvation. God called and chose Mary personally by her name to be the Mother of Jesus. In faith and humility she 
agreed to what was asked of her. She neither looked nor asked for this great honour and responsibility. Through her courageous act of 
faith, God breaks into our world and our lives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The gospel this Sunday highlights another person through whom God worked; Joseph. I often think that he doesn’t get the notice he 
deserves. Like Mary, he too was called by name. He too heard the word and message God had for him through an angel. Like Mary, he 
too was encouraged with the words, ‘Do not be afraid.’  In faith and humility, Joseph too says ‘Yes’ to what God is of asking of him. 
Joseph had his own personal annunciation!

God chooses ordinary humans to be part of his plan for the world. It is through Mary, Joseph and countless millions throughout 
history that God’s kingdom is proclaimed and built. We think of the famous and well known saints that we know and pray to every 
day since we were children. But it would be a mistake to think that it is only these people who were and are called by God. Today, each 
of us is called by God personally with these words; ‘I call you by your name, do not be afraid. You are precious to me 
and I love you.’ In whatever way we can, today you and I are called to make God real in and for the world.

What good is to me, if the birth of Jesus takes place eternally, but does not take place within myself? What good is it to me if Mary and 
Joseph are filled with the Holy Spirit, but I am not also filled with the same Spirit? What good is it to me for the Creator to give birth 
to Jesus, if I do not also give birth to Jesus here and now in my time and in my own situation? (Meister Echkart: 1260 – 1327)

-Br Michael Moore OMI  oblates.ie 

Please remember in your Prayers .                                                  
The Sick of the Parish                                                                    
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath 
Simpson, Patrick Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, 
Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred Elkin.

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. Bank 
account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                          
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                               
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly Offertory 
collections, have used the parish bank details in this Bulletin to 
continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to 
those who have continued with their regular standing orders. These 
are simple and secure ways of making an offering to the parish. 
Offerings can be left in the basket at Church when attending Mass on 
Sunday or Tuesday

Resources for Advent

The diocese has prepared an excellent range of 
resources, for individuals, groups, children and 
families to help us prepare this Advent.

Resources Include

Online Retreat                                                                               
5 ways to encourage each other and to focus on Jesus 

this Advent                                                                                          
Daily Advent Liturgies                                                                

Online Advent Calendar                                                                  
For a full list of Advent resources visit the diocesan 

website at: rcdhn.org.uk

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

 Making Advent a time for 
prayer, preparation, peace and joy

http://rcdhn.org.uk


4th Sunday of Advent - Feast of The Holy Family 20th December  - 27th December
FoodBanks                                                                                   

The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. 
Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, 
Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             

Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 
Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their 
opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. 
Please do not make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe 

Cycle of Prayer                                                                                                    
Throughout Advent and Christmas we are asked to pray 

for these intentions:                                                                                                        
Openness to the Word of God - especially on Bible 

Sunday (2nd Sunday in Advent)                                                                                                                    
Migrants and Refugees - especially on Migrants’ Day (3 

December)                                                                   
Expectant Mothers - especially on 4th Sunday in Advent     

Expectant Mothers - Prayer
God has brought gladness

and light to the world
through the Virgin Mary’s

delivery of her son.
Grant the prayer of all mothers to be

as they ask for the birth
of a healthy child.

May they safely deliver
a son or daughter

to be numbered among your family,
to serve you in all things,
and to gain eternal life.

adapted from the Book of Blessing

Message from Bishop Robert
As we approach Christmas, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all your hard work for 
your parish and the diocese in this time of pandemic. To 
those who have helped to keep our churches open for 
Mass and those who have reached out to the less 
fortunate I want to say a big thank you. It is by our faith 
and unity that we can be a sign to the world of the love 
Christ showed us in becoming one of us in the holy 
season. I would like to wish you and your family a happy 
and peaceful Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Very best wishes for a happy and Holy 
Christmas

and we look forward in joyful hope for a 
healthy New  Year

Readings for the Christmas Day Mass and the 
Feast of the Holy Family -Sunday 27th December follow. 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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4th Sunday of Advent - Feast of The Holy Family 20th December  - 27th December
Readings for Christmas Day  (Mass during the day)        Friday 25th December                                                                                                

First Reading:    Isaiah 52:7-10 
Rejoice, for the Lord is consoling his people
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one 
who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings 
happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your 
God is king!’ Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, 
they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord face to 
face, as he returns to Zion. Break into shouts of joy 
together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is 
consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord 
bares his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 97(98):1-6 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 
of our God. 
Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation.

The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth,
ring out your joy.

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
with the sound of music.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord.

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
God has spoken to us through his Son
At various times in the past and in various different 
ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 
but in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us 
through his Son, the Son that he has appointed to 
inherit everything and through whom he made 
everything there is. He is the radiant light of God’s 
glory and the perfect copy of his nature, sustaining the 
universe by his powerful command; and now that he has 
destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to take his 
place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So 
he is now as far above the angels as the title which he 
has inherited is higher than their own name.
God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today 
I have become your father;
Or:
I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Again, 
when he brings the First-Born into the world, he says: 
Let all the angels of God worship him.

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A hallowed day has dawned upon us. Come, you 
nations, worship the Lord, for today a great light has 
shone down upon the earth. Alleluia!

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
The Word was made flesh, and lived among us
In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one 
thing had its being but through him. All that came to be 
had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light 
that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not 
overpower. A man came, sent by God. His name was 
John. He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the 
light, so that everyone might believe through him. He 
was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world. He was in the world 
that had its being through him, and the world did not 
know him. He came to his own domain and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who did accept 
him he gave power to become children of God, to all 
who believe in the name of him who was born not out 
of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but of 
God himself.
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we 
saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. John appears as his 
witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: 
He who comes after me ranks before me because he 
existed before me.’ Indeed, from his fullness we have, all 
of us, received – yes, grace in return for grace, since, 
though the Law was given through Moses, grace and 
truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                                                                                      

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                    
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                     
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                            
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                               
Vatican - Click here 

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Readings Sunday 27th December - The Holy Family 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 
Your heir shall be your own flesh and blood
The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, ‘Have 
no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your reward will be very 
great.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘what do you intend to give 
me? I go childless…’ Then Abram said, ‘See, you have given me 
no descendants; some man of my household will be my heir.’ 
And then this word of the Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall 
not be your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh and 
blood.’ Then taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven 
and count the stars if you can. Such will be your descendants’ 
he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this 
as making him justified.
The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what 
he had promised. So Sarah conceived and bore a son to 
Abraham in his old age, at the time God had promised. 
Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom 
Sarah had given birth.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 127(128):1-5 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord. and walk in his ways! 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord. and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life!

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21 
Family life in the Lord
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you 
should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive 
each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven 
you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep 
them together and complete them, put on love. And may the 
peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that 
you were called together as parts of one body. Always be 
thankful.
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with 
you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired 
songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. 
Husbands, love your wives and treat them with gentleness. 
Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is 
what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your children to 
resentment or you will make them feel frustrated.

Gospel Acclamation: Hebrews 1:1-2 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
At various times in the past and in various different ways, God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own 
time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son. 
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
My eyes have seen your salvation
When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by 
the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – observing what 
stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male 
must be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in 
sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.
Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an 
upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s 
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. 
Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law 
required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he 
said: ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just 
as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to 
enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel.’
As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the 
things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is 
destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, 
destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of 
many may be laid bare.’
There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of 
girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before 
becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and 
never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting 
and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to 
praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked 
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.
When they had done everything the Law of the Lord 
required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was 
filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                                                                                      

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                    
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                     
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                            
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                               
Vatican - Click here 

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120 
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