
2nd Sunday of Christmas 3rd January 2021

Best wishes for a happy and healthy            
New Year 

2nd Sunday of Christmas                                                                                                       
Theme: He dwelt among us                                                                             

The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, 
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father.

      St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                      
Sunday 3rd January. 9.30am, Tuesday 5th January. 10.00am            

and each subsequent Sunday and Tuesday. (There will be no Mass 
on Tuesday 12th January) It will be necessary to book. 

To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, 
Number of individuals or number in family group and a 

contact phone number. 

St. Osmund’s is in a Tier 4 Covid area. In considering 
attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 
health situation, that of others and current Tier 4 travel 

restrictions.         

Seafarers  Christmas Parcels 
A big thank you to all who donated towards the Christmas 

parcels for seafarers. The Mission at Teesport has distributed 
several hundred over the past few weeks. The seafarers were 

all overjoyed with the contents and the gesture.               
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Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School 

teacher from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found 

on the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  
website          Click here 

FoodBanks 

The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm 
-3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. 
Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in 
St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary journeys. 
Stay Safe        

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 

http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
http://www.cafod.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://liturgy.bishophogarthcet.org.uk/#features-1


2nd Sunday of Christmas 3rd January 2021

Readings and Reflection for 3rd January - 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

From eternity, in the beginning, God created wisdom
Wisdom speaks her own praises, in the midst of her people 
she glories in herself. She opens her mouth in the assembly 
of the Most High, she glories in herself in the presence of 
the Mighty One; ‘Then the creator of all things instructed 
me, and he who created me fixed a place for my tent.
He said, “Pitch your tent in Jacob, make Israel your 
inheritance.” From eternity, in the beginning, he created 
me, and for eternity I shall remain. I ministered before him 
in the holy tabernacle, and thus was I established on Zion.
In the beloved city he has given me rest, and in Jerusalem I 
wield my authority. I have taken root in a privileged 
people, in the Lord’s property, in his inheritance.’

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
Zion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars of your gates
he has blessed the children within you.

He established peace on your borders,
he feeds you with finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth
and swiftly runs his command.

He makes his word known to Jacob,
to Israel his laws and decrees.
He has not dealt thus with other nations;
he has not taught them his decrees.

Before the world was made, God chose us in Christ
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of 
heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose us, 
chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live 
through love in his presence, determining that we should 
become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his own 
kind purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace, his 
free gift to us in the Beloved. That will explain why I, 
having once heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus, and 
the love that you show towards all the saints, have never 
failed to remember you in my prayers and to thank God for 
you. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what 
is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has 
promised the saints will inherit.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans.
Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world.
Alleluia!

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us
In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one 
thing had its being but through him. All that came to be 
had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light 
that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not 
overpower. A man came, sent by God. His name was John.
He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him. He was not 
the light, only a witness to speak for the light. The Word 
was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was 
coming into the world. He was in the world that had its 
being through him, and the world did not know him. He 
came to his own domain and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to 
become children of God, to all who believe in the name of 
him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the 
flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was 
made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the 
glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. John appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This 
is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks 
before me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his 
fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in return 
for grace, since, though the Law was given through Moses,
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the 
altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive 
you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as 
if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never let 
me be separated from you. Amen.                                                                                                      

First reading Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12

Responsorial Psalm 147:12-15,19-20

Second reading Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18

Gospel Acclamation cf.1Tim3:16

Gospel  John 1:1-18
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Reflection on the Readings    3rd January - 2nd Sunday of Christmas                            
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 

lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                                                                     
 Jesus the Light of the World

In his song, ‘So this is Christmas’ John Lennon sang, ‘another year over and new one just begun.’ I think is a very suitable way to begin 
not only this reflection, but this New Year! Like me, you are more than likely glad to the back and the end of 2020. The impact of what 
we all experienced last year is by no means over and done with it. Many of us are still dealing with some form of lock down, social 
restrictions and distancing and are unable to visit friends and families freely. Many of us are now living the painful impact of 
bereavement because someone we have loved or known has died. However, because of the wonderful news that vaccines with which to 
treat Covid 19 are now being administered at least in some countries, there is some light at the end of the tunnel. While most of us will 
have to wait until well into the New Year to receive a vaccine injection, we can continue to pray the great Advent phrase and look to 
the future now with joyful hope.

The name for the month ‘January’ comes from the Roman god Janus. The Romans honoured and paid homage to Janus at this time of 
the year. His statue had two faces; one that looked forward and the other backwards. This gave rise to the saying farewell to the old 
year and welcoming the new one. The tradition of making New Year’s resolutions also comes from this ancient ritual, one that we keep 
to this very day as we begin a New Year. Perhaps, now we are more hopeful and optimistic as 2021 begins. What are you hopes, dreams 
and expectations for the year ahead? Whatever they are let us remember that we are not alone; God is with us. Perhaps these words 
from Old Testament can encourage us and give us hopes these days; The Lord says, ‘Do not cling to the past or dwell on what has 
happened. Watch for the new things that I am doing – they are happening already, you can see them now.’ Allowing for the unusual 
Christmas we may have celebrated, these early days of January can leave us feeling a little sad as we prepare to take the tree down 
and put away the decorations. Our homes can look a little duller and darker with all the lights removed. However, the gospel today 
tells us that (Jesus) the Word is the true light that enlightens all people. Later in John’s Gospel Jesus will clearly and loudly proclaim; ‘I 
am the Light of the world.’ Jesus is not only the light of the world; he is the light for the world and for each one of us personally, 
especially as we begin this New Year. 
There was a man who was fearful and anxious as the New Year began. He prayed and said to God, ‘Give me a light so that I can 
walk into the New Year without fear.’ There was silence and then he heard God reply, ‘No, I will not give you a light; you take my 
hand and we will walk into this New Year together. Do not be afraid.’

We pray that we will have the courage and humility to place our hand into Gods, so we too can walk into the New Year with God 
taking each step with us. As we take our first steps into 2021, may we experience the power of presence of Emmanuel; God-is-with-us.

Come Holy Spirit, breath and life of God, be with us today.  Be our light, our guide and protector.  May this 
New Year be a time of renewed joy for us, our families and our world; a time for welcoming new gifts, new 
graces and new Hope. Amen.     Br. Michael Moore - oblates.ie 

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                                   
Vatican - Click here                                                                          
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120

Please remember in your Prayers .                                                  
We pray for Irene Mulholland who died recently. May she rest 
in peace.  We offer condolences and prayers for John, Allison & 
Nico, Brian & Jackie,  Geoff & Pat and all the family that they 
may be comforted and given strength.                                           
Irene’s funeral will take place at on Monday 11th January at 
Wear Valley Crematorium.  

The Sick of the Parish                                                                    
Christopher Smith, Cath Simpson,  Patrick Doherty, 
Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr Wilfred 
Elkin.                                                                            

Bidding Prayers - St. Osmund’s click here

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. 
Bank account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                       
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly 
Offertory collections, have used the parish bank details in this 
Bulletin to continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. 
Thanks also to those who have continued with their regular 
standing orders. These are simple and secure ways of making an 
offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the basket at 
Church when attending Mass on Sunday or Tuesday
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https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Bidding-Prayers-3-January-2021.pdf
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Rt Rev Robert Byrne CO Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle 

Pastoral Message Feast of the Holy Family 27
th 

December2020 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

We celebrate today the feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph. They are for us the model of family life. Each had 
their own unique place in God’s plan of salvation. They teach us that our ordinary everyday lives lived out in the context of 
family life are not only a means of salvation for us but also a sign to the world of God’s merciful love. At the same time, we are 
all aware of the great stresses and strains upon family life and the breakdown of many marriages, and we are painfully aware 
that for many, family life can be unhappy or that there are people who suffer loneliness because they have no family. In such a 
context, the Holy Family might seem distant from our own experience. 

And yet the Holy Family is very real; they experienced worry and danger too. St Joseph struggled with the discovery that Mary 
was with child. The circumstances of the birth of Jesus were not the easiest and, upon returning to the land of Israel from 
seeking refuge in another country, the family had to move house out of fear and go to live in Nazareth. Mary was discomfited 
by the words of the angel Gabriel, and did not find their meaning plain. Even though Jesus is divine and Mary without sin, 
neither escaped suffering and the consequences of poverty. As Simeon foretells, a sword would pierce Our Lady’s heart, and 
Our Lord would die on the cross. The Holy Family lived their lives in a world as full of uncertainty and fear as we do today. 

I know how difficult this year has been for families; for all of us. Public health rules to prevent the spread of COVID have kept 
families apart, have prevented grandparents from hugging their grandchildren and have made family life far more difficult than 
it already is. For many of us our Christmas celebrations have been curtailed. In addition, our churches have had to remain 
closed for weeks at a time and we haven’t been able to gather for Mass in our parish communities as we would wish. This year 
has been marked by ‘waiting’: waiting for better times, waiting for a vaccine, waiting for a return to ‘normal’. Better days will 

arrive. At the same time, we remember that Jesus is the word made flesh who dwelt among us, and the Holy Family was where 
he first came to dwell. The Son of God came among us to share all the fears and disappointments of human existence; he 
shares our situation because he has lived through it himself. In the gospel today we heard how Mary and Joseph take him to 
the Temple, the place where humanity encountered divinity, where God entered into our world. So St Luke is telling us that 
now, in the child Jesus, we have the new temple, the place where God dwells with his people. We celebrate the Holy Family 
because the Lord Jesus dwells in our families too, not because our families are worthy or prefect, but because he loves us. 

In the person of Jesus Christ, in this small child, whom Simeon holds in his hands, the whole of humanity and the whole of 
human history is connected. For in this child God enters into and transforms that history, so that all our lives, through this 
child, are united and seen in the light of eternity. 

After the darkness and confusion of this past year, I pray that the light of Christ will shine anew in your families and that your 
hopes, like the hopes of Abraham, Sarah, Simeon and Anna, will be fulfilled. 

With every good wishing and blessing to you all this Christmas time an in the year ahead. 

XRt Rev Robert Byrne CO Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle 

 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead as we look forward in ‘joyful hope’ for the 
New Year 
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