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The Baptism of the Lord -10th January                                                                                                      

Theme: The loving Son 
'You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you'   

The global spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a fast-evolving 
situation. From Tuesday, 5 January 2021, a new lockdown will be in force 

for England to curb the transmission of the virus. Catholic churches in 
England can remain open for communal worship such as the celebration of 

Mass providing the necessary steps are taken to keep people safe.   

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                      
Sundays 9.30am, Tuesdays 10.00am            

(There will be no Mass on Tuesday 12th January) 

It will be necessary to book. 

To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, 
Number of individuals or number in family group and a 

contact phone number. 

In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in 
mind your own health situation, that of others and current 

travel restrictions.         

Seafarers  Christmas Parcels 
A big thank you to all who donated towards the Christmas 

parcels for seafarers. The Mission at Teesport has distributed 
several hundred over the past few weeks. The seafarers were 

all overjoyed with the contents and the gesture.               

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School 

teacher from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found 

on the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  
website          Click here 

FoodBanks 

The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm 
-3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. 
Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in 
St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary journeys. 
Stay Safe        

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  
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Readings and Reflection for 10th January - The Baptism of the Lord

Come to me and your soul will live, and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you
Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the water all you who are 
thirsty; though you have no money, come! Buy corn without 
money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk. Why spend 
money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat and 
rich food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your 
soul will live. With you I will make an everlasting covenant out 
of the favours promised to David. See, I have made of you a 
witness to the peoples, a leader and a master of the nations. See, 
you will summon a nation you never knew, those unknown will 
come hurrying to you, for the sake of the Lord your God, of the 
Holy One of Israel who will glorify you. Seek the Lord while he 
is still to be found, call to him while he is still near. Let the 
wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let him 
turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our God who 
is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my 
ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the 
heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your 
ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. Yes, as the rain and the 
snow come down from the heavens and do not return without 
watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide 
seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes 
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying 
out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.

The rejoicing of a redeemed people

With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 
Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name.

Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds;
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

Jesus Christ came by water and blood
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God; and whoever loves the Father that 
begot him loves the child whom he begets. We can be sure that 

we love God’s children if we love God himself and do what he 
has commanded us; this is what loving God is – keeping his 
commandments; and his commandments are not difficult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God has already 
overcome the world; this is the victory over the world – our 
faith. Who can overcome the world? Only the man who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God: Jesus Christ who came by water 
and blood, not with water only, but with water and blood; with 
the Spirit as another witness – since the Spirit is the truth – so 
that there are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water and the blood,
and all three of them agree. We accept the testimony of human 
witnesses, but God’s testimony is much greater, and this is God’s 
testimony, given as evidence for his Son.

Alleluia, alleluia!
John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said:
This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
Alleluia!

'You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you'
In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said:
‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than 
I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his 
sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit.’
  It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and 
was baptised in the Jordan by John. No sooner had he come up 
out of the water than he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.                                                                                                      

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                                   
Vatican - Click here 

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120 

First reading  Isaiah 55:1-11

Responsorial Psalm  Isaiah 12

Second reading  1John 5:1-9

Gospel Acclamation cf. Jn 1:29

Gospel  Mark 1:7-11

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford



The Baptism of the Lord 10th January 2021

Reflection on the Readings    10th January - The Baptism of the Lord                            
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel. 

Having celebrated the Epiphany of the Lord, we now mark and honour his Baptism. The word ‘Epiphany’ means to show or reveal. Jesus 
was shown and revealed as the Saviour and light for the whole world and all peoples for all time. Tradition suggests to us that after his 
baptism in the River Jordan by John the Baptist, Jesus began his public ministry of healing, teaching and proclaiming the Good News of 
Gods Kingdom especially to the poor. The Baptism of Jesus then is another epiphany or revelation of God’s power and presence in and 
through the person of Jesus.

This is first highlighted in the reading from Isaiah; ‘The Lord says, here is my servant, whom I strengthen, my chosen in 
whom I delight. I have filled him with my spirit.’ By the time of Jesus people have seen this as a description of the long awaited 
and promised Messiah; the chosen One of God. In the gospel, we are told that when Jesus emerged from the water, that ‘The Spirit, like a 
dove, descended on him, and a voice from heaven said, ‘You are my Beloved; my favour rests on you.’  This then is the 
moment of epiphany when the true identity and nature of Jesus revealed, not only to those who were present but to each of us today. Jesus is 
the Chosen One of God for all time and for all people. To see the face of Jesus is look into the very eyes of God. To hear Jesus speak is to hear 
the very voice of God. Jesus is called intimately by God and confirmed as the Saviour of the world. Jesus not only knows who he is, he also 
knows from where he comes and to whom he belongs. His identity and mission comes from God, not himself. Jesus is Emmanuel; God-
is-with-us.

We often spare no expense in remembering and celebrating our own or others birthdays with presents, gifts, cards and parties. These are very 
good and proper things to do as we recall the day our friends, family members and loved ones were born and came into our lives. When they 
were born they became part of and changed our family forever. As I write, I think of my own two young nieces, Sophie and Olivia, who 
were born in the last few years. As a family, we can’t imagine our lives without them and the joy they bring us every day.

I wonder though why we don’t recall, remember and celebrate our own and others Baptism when we became sacred and royal members of 
God’s family. Through our baptism, whether as a child or an adult, we became Sons and Daughters of God, Brothers and Sisters of Jesus and 
each other. Through our Baptism we become members of God’s Family and Household. At the very moment of our baptism, God spoke the 
very same words to us that Jesus himself heard; ‘You are my Beloved; my favour rests on you.’  If we only appreciated and realised 
the power of these words. Each of us is personally created and loved by God. This is what God says to each of today and every day; Do not 
be afraid, I call you by your name; you are mine. You are precious in my eyes and I love you.’ (Isaiah 43.1,4)

Today, take out some photographs of your own or your children’s baptism. Remember, Recall and Celebrate this most sacred of moments in 
your life.     – Br Michael Moore OMI                                                                                                    
Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s: Click here

Please remember in your Prayers .                                                  
We pray for Irene Mulholland who died recently. May she rest 
in peace.  We offer condolences and prayers for John, Allison & 
Nico, Brian & Jackie,  Geoff & Pat and all the family that they 
may be comforted and given strength.                                           
Irene’s funeral will take place at on Monday 11th January at 
Wear Valley Crematorium.  

The Sick of the Parish                                                                    
Christopher Smith, Cath Simpson,  Patrick Doherty, 
Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr Wilfred 
Elkin.                                                                            

Bidding Prayers - St. Osmund’s click here

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. 
Bank account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                       Account 
No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                This is 
the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly 
Offertory collections, have used the parish bank details in this 
Bulletin to continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. 
Thanks also to those who have continued with their regular 
standing orders. These are simple and secure ways of making an 
offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the basket at 
Church when attending Mass on Sunday or Tuesday

  

 Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead
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