
KEEPING CHURCHES SAFE  a special thank you to those people who have 

volunteered to act as stewards and cleaners since the re-opening of our Churches.  

To help maintain a COVID-19 safe environment I think that we should only have 

two people clean the Church after each Mass or service... From time to time we 

will need to call on extra people to help… but please be aware that we should 

never have more than two people in the Sacristy in order to maintain Social 

Distancing.  Only the Sacristan and those people who are staying behind to clean 

the Church can have access to the sacristy area before and after Mass at the 

present time.   
 

KING’S FOODBANK  are always grateful for the donations 

that they receive, especially non perishables such as – 

Baked beans, Soup, UHT milk, Tinned meats/fruit and 

Pasta or Rice, which help  to make up a well balanced bag 

of food.   Please continue to support the foodbank, 

supporting our local community. 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 is traditionally observed from 18 – 25 

January, the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. This year, resources have been 

prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme 

that was chosen, "Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit", is based on 

John 15: 1 – 17 and expresses Grandchamp Community's vocation to prayer, 

reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family. Resources can be 

found by visiting https://www.ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021 
 

Called & Gifted God is calling you to a work of love 

that will fill your life with purpose and joy. Are you 

ready to discern your gifts? Our new programme 

starts on Wednesday 24 February 2021 and if you 

would like to apply for a place, please email us by 

Friday 19 February. See our poster or visit https://

siena.org/charisms-faq for more information  

 

Father Kevin has participated in this programme, and 

journeyed alongside people on the programme,  and 

he believes this is a gift for our time, and we should 

consider discerning our gifts and talents if we can. 

 

    

   Mass Intention 

Sunday 10th January 2021 
The Baptism of the Lord  

 No Public Mass  

Monday 11th January  10.00am St Thomas Helen Turner 

Tuesday 12th January   Private Requiem Mass Dinah Huchinson 

Wednesday 13th January   Private Funeral Service  May Dinsdale  

Thursday 14th January   10.00am  Holy Family George Matthews 

Friday 15th January   
Private Funeral Service 

6.30pm St Thomas 

Catherine Maude Pollock 

Stephen Regan 

Sunday 17th January   No Public Mass  

St Thomas Aquinas Parish 

North Road 

Darlington DL1 2PU 

 The Holy Family Parish 

Cockerton Green 

Darlington  DL3 9EU 

   

   

   

   

   

Parish Priest Father Kevin T. Dixon 

 (Tel) 01325 463636,  (email) stthomas.holyfamily@yahoo.com 

The Holy Family Parish and St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Darlington 

Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle Registered Charity No:  1143450 

Diocesan website www.rcdhn.org.uk  

Partnership Telephone Numbers 

Fr. Gordon Ryan     01325 266602    

Fr. Greg Price  01325 257681               Fr. Ian Grieves  01325 730191  

If you require an urgent visit by a priest to someone in hospital please ring:  

Darlington Memorial Hospital 01325 380100 

asking for the Catholic Priest on 24 hour duty 

Chaplaincy Office Mrs Carol Moody  01325 743029 

Sunday 10th January 2021 

The Baptism of the Lord -Year B 
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The sanctuary candle will burn for the intentions of  



If you wish to speak/contact Fr Kevin please use contact details on front page. 
 

 

SUNDAY OBLIGATION remains lifted until it is safe for us all to gather again. Masses 

will continue to be livestreamed around the diocese for those people who would 

prefer to remain at home during this third National Lockdown. 

 

POLITE REMINDER  you must not come to Church if you, or anyone you live with, 

are displaying any symptoms of the virus, have tested positive for, or are awaiting 

the results of a Covid-19 test. 
 

ATTENDING MASS  is still only by prior booking as numbers are restricted to 

maintain social distancing. PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE THE DOORS. Fr Kevin 
 

WHEN ATTENDING CHURCH PLEASE REMEMBER TO OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING: 
 

• Please avoid late arrival as you need to registered, and be seated no 

later than 10 minutes before week day Mass commences.  

• Face coverings are mandatory in Places of Worship unless you have an 

exemption from doing so.   Please do not remove your face covering 

until you have exited the building. 

• When attending mass you must wait to be shown to their seats  and sit 

in the places allocated  by the Steward or Father Kevin. 

• Please do not move along  the bench to be nearer your neighbour.  We 

need to keep everyone safe.    

• When leaving, please exit the Church row by row  keeping a safe social 

distance from others as you leave.  

• You must not mingle with anyone outside of your household or support 

bubble. You should maintain strict social distancing at all times.  

Prayer Intentions 

For those who are sick: please pray for all who are sick, all victims of the 

pandemic; all health and care workers; those suffering mental illness and for all 

who are in hospital, hospice or nursing homes.  Let us pray for Catherine Maude 

Pollock, Elizabeth Dinah Huchinson,  Father David Milburn, William (Billy) Stewart 

Hall and May Dinsdale who have died recently.   We also remember and pray for 

those whose anniversaries occur around this time.  May they rest in peace.   

NATIONAL LOCKDOWN  It was no surprise 

that a new UK lockdown to help fight and 

control the coronavirus would be imposed. 

The warnings about how contagious  this 

current strain of the Covid Virus is are quite 

clear.  Whilst there is no obligation to attend 

Mass, I would like to continue to celebrate 

Mass for those who choose to come at this 

time.  Some parishes in the diocese have made the decision to suspend all public 

worship, but here at St Thomas and Holy Family I would like to continue to make 

mass available to those who choose to attend but I have reduced the number of 

Masses I will be celebrating.  There will be three week day masses celebrated this 

week together with three private funerals—I feel is quite a lot of contact with other 

people  for both myself and those who volunteer as stewards and cleaners. 
 

For those people who feel it is right and safe for them to attend Mass I would ask 

that you follow the guidance: 
 

• Please attend ONCE during the week,  thus allowing space others to attend.   

• Please avoid travelling to other Churches for the celebration of Mass—it 

not only puts you at risk, but  potentially may be the cause of others being 

infected, however innocently that might happen.  

• The instructions of arrival and departure must be adhered to.   
 

By doing this, following the instructions received the diocese, together with 

adhering to the government guidance of stay at home we will then all be playing 

our part to protect  the personnel and facilities of the NHS as much as possible, 

along with all those key-workers that we rely on so much.  Father Kevin  

to all who helped prepare our Churches for the Christmas 

celebrations, and for those who very kindly helped to clean and clear away our 

trees, cribs etc after the Masses for the Epiphany.  Many thanks to readers, 

welcomers and a special thanks to Patrick and Stella who enhanced our liturgies for 

us.  And finally, thanks for the help given in co-ordinating the booking of Masses and 

working out seating plans for our Christmas Masses.   

On a personal note, I would like to thank you for your cards and gifts.  I am 

overwhelmed by your kindness and generosity shown to me.    Father Kevin. 


