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     7th February 2021  –  5th Sunday of Year B 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 

 

Whenever Jesus encountered suffering he 
always brought relief. This was a sign that he 

was establishing the kingdom of God on earth. 
In our prayer and worship today we ask for that 

healing presence of Christ and we renew our 
baptismal pledge to work for the coming of 

God’s kingdom. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 

email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

After consultation with the Parish Council the decision has 
been taken to close St Augustine’s Church  

until further notice.   
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals limited to 30 people only 

Weddings limited to 6 people only. 

Church is now closed for Sunday and weekday Masses. 
I will continue to offer Mass privately during the week. 

 

The 9.15am Mass will be live-streamed. 
 

Sunday 7th February 9.15am – Margaret Lindsay  RIP 

   

Sunday 14th February 9.15am –  

  

St Thomas’ and Holy Family Churches are also closed. 

 

Guidance for Communal Worship during England’s COVID-19 Lockdown From 

Tuesday, 5 January 2021, a lockdown will be in force for England to curb the 

transmission of COVID-19. Catholic churches in England can remain open for 

communal worship such as the celebration of Mass providing the necessary 

steps are taken to keep people safe. This means you must not mingle with 

anyone outside of your household or support bubble. You should maintain 

strict social distancing at all times. If you are in the clinically extremely 

vulnerable group & have been advised to shield, you should not attend church 

at this time. Please do not attend if you or any of your household feel unwell 

with any symptoms at all, not just COVID. We are strictly following the 

national guidance on the safe use of places of worship so we ask that you 

help us to do this by following all instructions when attending church. Thank 

you. Please also note that Sunday & Holy Day obligation remains suspended. 

 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY – 17th FEBRUARY 



 

 

A NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

Beginning on Tuesday 2nd February, Fr Stephen Watson (Lourdes Pilgrimage 

Director) will lead a novena for the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes on 11th 

February. Fr Stephen will lead us daily in a few minutes of prayer which can be 

accessed via the 'Hexham and Newcastle Pilgrimage to Lourdes' Facebook page. 

Daily prayers will be shared at 8am and can be viewed at any time after that. 

You are invited to join in this time of prayer.  

  

 

 

MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY – DAY FOR VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING 

Prayer for action. 

Dear Lord, just as You helped Moses and Aaron as they spoke boldly to 
Pharaoh on behalf of the Hebrew slaves in Egypt, help us speak up for 
modern-day slaves around the world. We pray that through our actions we 
can help bring an end to human trafficking. 
Prayer for prevention. 

Dear Lord, most of us reading this will never experience the kind of extreme 
poverty that millions of people live with every day. Help us to be 
understanding and compassionate toward their needs. Help us to love them 
in the way that You love them. Give us the will to make things better. 
Prayer for protection. 

Dear Lord, You are a strong tower and a mighty fortress. Help Your rescued 
children feel safe and begin to heal. Protect them from others who seek to 
harm them. 
Prayer for restoration. 

Dear Lord, Your Word shows that You bring new joy and hope where 
previously there was only shame and fear. We ask this for our brothers and 
sisters, who desperately need to accept that they can be made new. 
Prayer for justice. 

Dear Lord, You demand justice for Your children who have been wronged. Give 
strength to people who investigate and prosecute traffickers. Encourage 
them when they are weary. Give courage to survivors when they are asked to 
testify against their former captors. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

First Reading: Job 7:1-4.6-7 

 

Job began to speak: 

 

Is not mans life on earth nothing more than pressed service, 

his time no better than hired drudgery? 

Like the slave, sighing for the shade, 

or the workman with no thought but his wages, 

months of delusion I have assigned to me, 

nothing for my own but nights of grief. 

Lying in bed I wonder, When will it be day? 

Risen I think, How slowly evening comes! 

Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. 

Swifter than a weavers shuttle my days have passed, 

and vanished, leaving no hope behind. 

Remember that my life is but a breath, 

and that my eyes will never again see joy.  

 

PSALM 

  

Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted. 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19.22-23 

 

I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid 

on me; I should be punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this work 

myself, I might have been paid for it, but as I have not, it is a responsibility 

which has been put into my hands. Do you know what my reward is? It is this: 

in my preaching, to be able to offer the Good News free, and not insist on the 

rights which the gospel gives me. 

  

So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of 

everyone so as to win as many as I could. For the weak I made myself weak. I 

made myself all things to all men in order to save some at any cost; and I still 

do this, for the sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessings. 

 



 

 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

 

On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John straight to the 

house of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon's mother-in-law had gone to bed with 

fever, and they told him about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by 

the hand and helped her up. And the fever left her and she began to wait on 

them. 

 That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and 

those who were possessed by devils. The whole town came crowding 

round the door, and he cured many who were suffering from diseases of 

one kind or another; he also cast out many devils, but he would not allow 

them to speak, because they knew who he was. 

In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to 

a lonely place and prayed there. Simon and his companions set out in search 

of him, and when they found him they said, 'Everybody is looking for you.' He 

answered, 'Let us go elsewhere, to the neighbouring country towns, so that I 

can preach there too, because that is why I came.' And he went all through 

Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out devils. 

 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

 

 

We can all feel for Job when he is at his lowest. 
Nothing seems to satisfy and nothing seems to make sense deep down. 

What's the purpose of life? 
Why do bad things happen to good people? 

There is no answer to these questions if we exclude God from the equation. 

 

 
 

THANK YOU to those parishioners who donate by standing order every 

month, and those who have changed from envelope to standing order. 

If you would like to change your envelope donation and pay direct: 

 (can you please use your name and envelope number as the reference) 

our bank details are as follows: 
DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  

(HSBC)    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 



 

 

 
REFLECTION – A lonely place 

Jesus often went off to a lonely place to pray. 

Yet the same Jesus who prayed in lonely places said, 

‘when you pray, go into your room, 

and pray to your Father in secret.’ 

This means that the lonely place 

is not necessarily a place far away, 

or that by ‘room’ he means four walls 

that separate us physically from others. 

The room is the room of our innermost heart. 

This room is with us at all times. 

We should make it a place to which we can go 

to find rest and spiritual recovery 

when the world is too much with us. 

Then we will discover that the inner room 

is not empty after all, but is occupied 

by the God of love who dwells in us all.

 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

We have very few Mass intentions.  If you would like to have a Mass 

celebrated for a particular person or intention please let us know.  It is 

traditional to make a monetary offering according to your means. 

 
 

The North East Catholic Writers` Guild are running a literary competition for 

schoolchildren – the theme is: 

“Compose a hopeful prayer for this difficult time” 

Maximum 20 lines. The lines don`t have to rhyme. Open to 8-10 year-olds.  

Please include your age, name, address and phone number and send to:  

Veronica Whitty, Secretary, Catholic Writers` Guild (NE), 51 Queen`s 

Crescent, Wallsend, NE28 8DW  Or e-mail: veronicawhitty@hotmail.com  

Deadline: 8th April 2021  

NB: Entries: excludes anyone related to any member of the Guild or related 

to anyone connected with the Northern Cross.  
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LATEST SCAM – CORONAVIRUS VACCINE 
Criminals are using the COVID-19 vaccine to target the public by tricking them to 

hand over cash or financial details. They are sending convincing looking text 

messages letting people know they are eligible for the vaccine or phoning people 

directly pretending to be from the NHS, or local pharmacy. 

The NHS will:  

• NEVER ask for payment - the vaccine is free  

• NEVER ask for your bank details  

• NEVER arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine  

• NEVER ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal 

documents such as your passport 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 
 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 
 

DIOCESAN COURSES 

• Called & Gifted 

God is calling you to a work of love that will fill your life with purpose and joy. 

Are you ready to discern your gifts? Our new programme starts on 

Wednesday 24 February 2021 and if you would like to apply for a place, 

please email us by Friday 19 February. See our poster or 

visit https://siena.org/charisms-faq for more information. 

Contact details: 

Vicariate of Faith & Mission by email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk or by 

tel: 0191 243 3316 or mob: 07375 934713. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

If anybody would like their children to attend a virtual childrens liturgy could 

you contact Jenny Haigh on 07939 319119 or email Jennyhaigh10@gmail.com  

so we can gauge how much interest is shown before we attempt to set it up.   

Thank you. 
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February 7th 2021                          5th  Sunday of Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY Live-Streamed 9.15 am Margaret Lindsay  RIP 

MONDAY Privately  Betty Poad  RIP 

TUESDAY    

WEDNESDAY Privately  Uriel O’Boyle  RIP 
THURSDAY  Privately  Fr Michael Corbett  RIP 

FRIDAY  Privately  Joyce Connolly  RIP 
SATURDAY Privately  Gerry Lynch  RIP 

SUNDAY 14th February  
6th Sunday  (Year B) 

Live-Streamed 9.15 am Jack & Catherine Hopkinson RIP 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Cath Simpson, Iris McCready and 
all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Uriel O’Boyle (Tess Keough’s sister) 

ANNIVERSARIES February Anniversaries –John Taylor, Shaughan Bainbridge, 
Joseph Armstrong, Nora Kelly, May Early, Marie Cassidy, 
Donald Glendnning, James McCulla, Margaret Lindsay,  
Fr Seamus Doyle, Thomas Hendrick, Tommy Marley, Ann 
Shepherd, Grainne Hacket, Owen Hanratty.   
May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


