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   21st February 2021  –  1st Sunday of Lent - Year B 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 

 

As Lent begins we are reminded that there is 
nothing in this world that can ever overcome 

God’s loving care for us. No hold, no addiction, 
no temptation can ever be greater than God’s 

grace. In the next forty days we pledge 
ourselves to co-operate with God’s call to 

conversion and repentance. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 

email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

After consultation with the Parish Council the decision has 
been taken to close St Augustine’s Church  

until further notice.   
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals limited to 30 people only 

Weddings limited to 6 people only. 

Church is now closed for Sunday and weekday Masses. 
I will continue to offer Mass privately during the week. 

 

The 9.15am Mass will be live-streamed. 
Sunday 21st February   9.15am – Andrew Keough  RIP 

   

Sunday 28th February 9.15am – Kathleen McLauglin RIP &  D/M Rafferty Family 
  

St Thomas and Holy Family Churches are also closed. 

 

As we get ready to enter the journey of 

Lent, some of you may be thinking about 

what to give up or what can to do to help 

other people. There are many modern 

ideas, such as put 1 item of clothing you 

don’t use in a black bag everyday, for 40 

days then take them to a Charity shop or put an item of food in box for 40 

days and deliver it to a food bank ,or try and do one act of random kindness 

everyday.  
 

HCPT GROUP 195 are collectively walking the distance from Darlington to 

Lourdes this Lent. (1032 miles) Whilst we cannot be there ourselves this 

Easter for our children’s pilgrimage, we will be there in spirit. If you’d like to 

sponsor/ donate to our efforts we would be very grateful. 

hcpt.enthuse.com 

Team HCPT Group 195 including:- 

Julie & Ollie Watson, Brenda & Lauren Sanderson, James Hughes, 

Andrew & Sarah McGovern, Hilary Reaney, Claire Woolley 



 

 

Do You Want to FAST this Lent?  -  Pope Francis 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
Fast from worries and trust in God.  
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
Fast from bitterness and fill you heart with joy. 
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 
Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

 

 

CAFOD’S CALL TO WALK FOR WATER 

• CAFOD are calling on people during a continuing Lenten lockdown situation 

to use their recommended exercise time for a good cause. There are two 

ways to do this. For those who want a target, there is the challenge of 

completing 10,000 steps every day for the 40 days of Lent. Those steps 

don’t have to be done all at once on a specific walk – you can collate them 

throughout the day. Those steps will quickly add up! The second way is to 

join our national walk. CAFOD has pinpointed Saturday, February 20, at 

2pm, as a one-off moment to hold a national walk for solidarity.  

Please join them this Lent and do something simple, yet powerful, for our 

global sisters and brothers, knowing that we really can make a difference. 

Just £10 can buy sturdy water containers so families can store water 

safely and £40 can bring safe drinking water to a hard-to reach school. 

£198 can buy bikes for a team of three water engineers to service water 

pumps in remote communities and £750 can give a whole community a 

water supply.  

Visit cafod.org.uk and follow the links to Walk for Water, where you can sign 

up to the appeal. 

• Every Friday during Lent - 11am 

Stations of the Cross   This Lent, we will walk through the Stations of the 

Cross online in a prayerful journey of transformation in solidarity with people 

living in poverty around the world.    Join us as we meditate on Christ’s 

journey to the cross, following themes of justice, poverty, mercy, friendship 

and hope.     Register to join us. 

 

https://www.bigmarker.com/series/lent/series_summit
https://www.bigmarker.com/series/lent/series_summit


 

 

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 

 
God spoke to Noah and his sons, See, I establish my Covenant with you, and 
with your descendants after you; also with every living creature to be found 
with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came 
out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant 
with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the waters of the 
flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the earth again. 
  
God said, Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you 
and every living creature with you for all generations: I set my bow in the 
clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. 
When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, 
I will recall the Covenant between myself and you and every living creature 
of every kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all things of flesh.  

 
 The Psalm 

 
Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and love 
For those who keep your covenant 
 
 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
 
Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for the 
guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he 
was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in 
prison. Now it was long ago, when Noah was still building that ark which 
saved only a small group of eight people 'by water', and when God was still 
waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to believe. That water is a type 
of the baptism which saves you now, and which is not the washing off of 
physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God's right 
hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his 
subjects. 

 



 

 

Gospel:   Mark 1:12-15 
 
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for 
forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the 
angels looked after him. 
  
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed 
the Good News from God. 'The time has come' he said 'and the kingdom of 
God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.' 
 
 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

 

 

SIX BIBLE STUDIES ON THE LENTEN SUNDAY GOSPELS 

Six Wednesday evening Bible Study sessions, to break-open each Lenten 

Sunday Gospel. You will experience Sunday Mass in a new way! 
 

Mauro Iannicelli will walk you through the forthcoming Sunday Gospel with in-

depth teaching and stimulating questions. 

The sessions  are delivered with ‘Expository Preaching’ teaching method & 

with ‘Life-Application’ questions. 
 

Wed 17th Feb - Wed 24 Mar, 2021 | 7pm - 8:30pm (Free & Live sessions) 

Info & Registration: https://comeandsee.org/lent 

 
 
LENTEN RESOURCES 

 As we enter Lent, the time in the Church when 

we take time to reflect, repent and believe the 

Good News, the Vicariate for Faith & Mission 

has put together some resources to help you. 

Working with volunteers from across the 

diocese, we have produced Daily Reflection 

booklets containing 46 short daily reflections, 

and Daily Reflective videos expertly produced by 

YMT to support you through Lent.    

Please click here to access the Lenten Resources page. 

https://comeandsee.org/lent
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php


 

 

 
REFLECTION – Springtime of the Spirit 

Each year the tree gives us a lesson in renewal. 

First the bud, then the blossom, and finally the shoot. 

Spring dresses the trees in a new robe, 

and makes them young again. 

But this is possible only because in autumn 

they let go of their old leaves, 

and in between endures a period of nakedness. 

Lent is in the springtime of the spirit. 

Lord, help us not to be afraid to let go of old habits, 

and to face our spiritual poverty, 

in order that you may renew us, and so at Easter 

we will feel young again in our discipleship. 

 

THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

THE Holy Father – who says a daily prayer of devotion to St Joseph – has 

proclaimed 2021 as the Year of St Joseph.  Pope Francis opens our eyes to 

the importance of ordinary people who offer hope every day. He has also 

reminded all Catholics of the need to accept others as they are, and show 

special concern for the weak.   “Fathers are not born, but made. A man does 

not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world but by taking up 

the responsibility to care for the child.” 
 

COMPASSION AND CARE 

CONNECTING WITH GOD, CREATION, OTHERS AND OURSELVES. 

A retreat led by Lya Vollering, Scott Haddow and Michael O'Hallaron from the The 

New Story eco-community based at Minsteracres 

To register go to https://compassionandcare.eventbrite.co.uk or email 

admin.caritas@diocesehn.org.uk 

Friday 12th March, 7 to 8.30pm   &  Saturday 13th March, 10am to 1pm 
 

 

THANK YOU to those parishioners who donate by standing order every month, and 

those who have changed from envelope to standing order. 

If you would like to change your envelope donation and pay direct: 

 (can you please use your name and envelope number as the reference) 

our bank details are as follows: 
DHN Darlington St Augustine A registered Charity  

(HSBC)    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 

mailto:admin.caritas@diocesehn.org.uk


 

 

 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 

22nd February to 7th March 2021 

The theme for Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 is. 

CLIMATE, FAIRTRADE AND YOU. #ChooseTheWorldYouWant! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you would like to have a Mass celebrated for a particular person or 

intention please let us know.  It is traditional to make a monetary offering 

according to your means.  If you pay through the bank can you please put 

your name followed by Mass offering.  Thank you. 
 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 
 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

If anybody would like their children to attend a virtual childrens liturgy could 

you contact Jenny Haigh on 07939 319119 or email Jennyhaigh10@gmail.com  

so we can gauge how much interest is shown before we attempt to set it up.   

Thank you. 

The North East Catholic Writers` Guild  

are running a literary competition for schoolchildren – the theme is: 

“Compose a hopeful prayer for this difficult time” 

Maximum 20 lines. The lines don`t have to rhyme. Open to 8-10 year-olds.  

Please include your age, name, address and phone number and send to:  

Veronica Whitty, Secretary, Catholic Writers` Guild (NE), 51 Queen`s 

Crescent, Wallsend, NE28 8DW  Or e-mail: veronicawhitty@hotmail.com  

Deadline: 8th April 2021  

NB: Entries: excludes anyone related to any member of the Guild or related to 

anyone connected with the Northern Cross.  

mailto:JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk
mailto:Jennyhaigh10@gmail.com
mailto:veronicawhitty@hotmail.com


 

 

February 21st 2021                          1st Sunday of Lent  Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY Live-Streamed 9.15 am Andrew Keough  RIP 

MONDAY Privately  In Thanksgiving (Jose Family) 

TUESDAY    

ASH WEDNESDAY Privately  Bridgette Panormo  RIP 
THURSDAY  Privately  Kath Webber  RIP 

FRIDAY  Privately  D/M Parker Family 
SATURDAY Privately  Bruno Amicucci  RIP 

SUNDAY 28th February  
2nd Sunday of Lent (Year B) 

Live-Streamed 9.15 am Kathleen McLauglin RIP & 
D/M Rafferty Family 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
Fr Wilfrid Elkin, and all priests and religious in the diocese and 
people of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Cath Simpson, Iris McCready and 
all  those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD      William Hutchinson 

ANNIVERSARIES February Anniversaries –John Taylor, Shaughan Bainbridge, 
Joseph Armstrong, Nora Kelly, May Early, Marie Cassidy, 
Donald Glendnning, James McCulla, Margaret Lindsay,  
Fr Seamus Doyle, Thomas Hendrick, Tommy Marley, Ann 
Shepherd, Grainne Hacket, Owen Hanratty, Eunice Davis, 
Joseph Conlon, John Dolan, Catherine Milburn, Patrick 
McCarron.    May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


