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   21st March 2021  – 5th Sunday of Lent - Year B 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 

 

As Lent draws to its closing stages we are reminded 
that we cannot fulfil God’s purposes unless we confront 
the problem of suffering and self-denial in our lives. If 

we hope to sail through life without making any 
sacrifices for others then we are doomed. Only if we are 
prepared to put ourselves in second place can we claim 

to imitate our Lord and master who gave himself 
completely for others. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 

email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

St Augustine’s Church will re-open next Sunday  
Palm Sunday (28th March) – don’t forget the clocks go forward 

followed by weekday masses during Holy Week and Easter 
Week. 

(The number to ring to book in for Sunday mass is 07786 615638) 

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 
 

Funerals limited to 30 people only 

Weddings limited to 6 people only. 

Church remains closed for Sunday and weekday Masses. 
I will continue to offer Mass privately during the week. 

 

The 9.15am Mass will continue to be live-streamed. 
Sunday 21st March    9.15am –  George & Delia Lancaster RIP 

                       Sunday 28th March    9.15am –  Jim & Elsie Lawley  RIP 

 
 

HCPT GROUP 195 are collectively walking the distance from Darlington to 

Lourdes this Lent. (1032 miles) Whilst we cannot be there ourselves this 

Easter for our children’s pilgrimage, we will be there in spirit. If you’d like to 

sponsor/ donate to our efforts we would be very grateful. 

hcpt.enthuse.com 

Team HCPT Group 195 including:- 

Julie & Ollie Watson, Brenda & Lauren Sanderson, James Hughes, 

Andrew & Sarah McGovern, Hilary Reaney, Claire Woolley 

 
CAFOD 

Every Friday during Lent - 11am 

Stations of the Cross   This Lent, we will walk through the Stations of the Cross 

online in a prayerful journey of transformation in solidarity with people living in 

poverty around the world.    Join us as we meditate on Christ’s journey to the 

cross, following themes of justice, poverty, mercy, friendship and hope.     Register 

to join us. 

 

https://www.bigmarker.com/series/lent/series_summit
https://www.bigmarker.com/series/lent/series_summit
https://www.bigmarker.com/series/lent/series_summit


 

 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME 
CLOCKS GO FORWARD 1 hr on Sunday 28th March 1.00am 
 

LENTEN RESOURCES 

 Working with volunteers from across the diocese, the 

Vicariate for Faith & Mission we have produced Daily 

Reflection booklets containing 46 short daily 

reflections, and Daily Reflective videos expertly 

produced by YMT to support you through Lent.    

Please click here to access the Lenten Resources page. 

 

 

“Hogarth Alpha On Line” 

Do you want to explore your faith and ask the big questions on life? Then try 

Alpha! It’s starting once again for our deanery and beyond, on the 12th April at 

7.30 for 12 weeks, but this time it’s online!  

Further information about Alpha can be found on the Hogarth Alpha Partnership 

Facebook page. Siobhan Casswell will be happy to answer any questions! 

Please email Hogarthalphaonline@gmail.com to register your wish to attend or for 

further information re Alpha contact Keld O’Shea on this email. 

We are looking forward to sharing the journey with you!! 
 

St Osmund’s Gainford/St Mary’s Barnard Castle 

We would like to thank Fr Grieves for his ministry and service to the parishes 

of St Osmund’s, Gainford, St Mary’s, Barnard Castle, along with the 

Hogarth Partnership.  We wish him a healthy and fulfiling retirement.  

Bishop Robert and Mgr. Newton have announced that a new priest from the 

Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham will be joining St. Mary’s, Barnard 

Castle and St. Osmund’s afer Easter with a ministry that includes the 

Darlington Ordinariate.  
 

Fr. Wilfrid (Wilf) Elkin RIP   Saturday 13 March 2021, 85 years of age. 

Fr. Wilf’s body will be received into St. Mary’s, Barnard Castle at 5.00pm on 

Tuesday 30 March 2021. Bishop Robert will celebrate the Requiem Mass at 

12.00 noon on Wednesday 31 March which, at Fr. Wilf’s request, will be in the 

Extraordinary Form. The Mass will be followed by burial at Barnard Castle 

Catholic Cemetery. It is hoped that the Requiem Mass will be live–streamed 

and if so, a link will be put on the Diocesan website. A Memorial Mass will be 

celebrated for Fr. Wilf when restrictions have been further eased.    Please 

pray for the repose of his soul. May he rest in peace. 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php
about:blank


 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a new 
covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah, but not a 
covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of 
mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, 
this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel when those days 
arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, 
writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my 
people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to teach 
neighbour, or brother to say to brother, Learn to know the Lord! No, they will 
all know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – 
since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to mind.  

 
 The Psalm 

 
 A pure heart create for me, O God. 

 
 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 5:7-9 
 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in 
silent tears, to the one who had the power to save him out of death, and he 
submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he 
learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he became 
for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 

 
Gospel:   John 12:20-33 

 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this 
request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, 
and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. 
  
Jesus replied to them: 
 ‘Now the hour has come 
 for the Son of Man to be glorified. 



 

 

 I tell you most solemnly, 
 unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 
 it remains only a single grain; 
 but if it dies, 
 it yields a rich harvest. 
 Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
 anyone who hates his life in this world 
 will keep it for the eternal life. 
 If a man serves me, he must follow me, 
 wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 
 If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 
 Now my soul is troubled. 
 What shall I say: 
 Father, save me from this hour? 
 But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. 
 Father, glorify your name!’ 
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 
  
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, 
‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that 
this voice came, but for yours. 
 ‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 
 now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 
 And when I am lifted up from the earth, 
 I shall draw all men to myself.’ 
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die. 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

 
THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE 
Understand the Bible from start to finish, the Old and New Testament, with this 
FREE OF CHARGE, worldwide-famous course delivered online LIVE by Mauro 
Iannicelli.  Starts on 7th April 2021 at 7pm (eight Wednesday evening sessions)  
Info & Registration: www.comeandsee.org. 
 

To the person who donated £100 through the door a couple of weeks ago  

if you could get in touch to let us know where you would like this to be sent to, 

otherwise we will donate it to the SVP. 

 

http://www.comeandsee.org/


 

 

 
REFLECTION – A grain of wheat must die 

Each of us is like a grain of wheat planted by God. 

Just as a grain of wheat must die so as to produce a harvest, 

so we must die to self in order to bear the fruits of love. 

This dying to self is a gradual process 

and happens in little ways. 

Every act of humility involves dying to pride. 

Every act of courage involves dying to cowardice. 

Every act of kindness involves dying to cruelty. 

Every act of love involves dying to selfishness. 

Thus the false self dies, and the true self, 

made in God’s image, is born and nurtured. 

It is by giving that we receive; 

it is by forgiving that we are forgiven; 

it is by dying that we are born to eternal life 

 
GIFT AID 

As we approach the end of the tax year, we are ordering envelopes for weekly 

offerings – even though we don’t yet know when we will be able to take a 

regular offertory collection.  Please can you let us know of any changes to 

your requirements, by using the email giftaid.staugustines@gmail.com.  For 

instance … 

• If you have changed to regularly paying by standing order during 

COVID and are you happy to continue or would you prefer to go back 

to envelopes?   

• If you have always used envelopes but no longer require a set. 

Apologies in advance, but these changes will mean that envelope numbers will 

inevitably alter.  This will allow us to reduce the quantity ordered and lower 

the costs for the Parish. 

• For those parishioners for whom we collect Gift Aid – please advise 

any changes to name, address, tax position.  (This relates to all 

donations - envelope or standing order.) 

All information you provide is dealt with in a confidential manner and 

complies with GDPR regulations.  

Many thanks, 
Debbie Irving - St Augustines Gift Aid Co-Ordinator 

about:blank


 

 

ENJOY SUMMER 2021 ON HOLY ISLAND WITH THE SVP OZANAM CAMP 

The SVP have been successfully running summer Camps for children on beautiful 

Holy Island ever since 1954 through many years of changing trends. While 

originally the children and most helpers occupied tents, they now occupy a 

purpose built permanent Camp while kitchen and caretaking staff occupy a much 

improved and much more comfortable Lindisfarne House. It’s not just the 

buildings that have changed because although the Camps were originally just for 

boys, camps for girls were started in the 1980s and from this summer, the SVP 

will be running mixed camps for the first time.  

For summer 2021 we are particularly looking for kitchen and caretaking staff for 

the 6 summer weeks starting from Saturday 24th July 2021. Joining our friendly 

team of volunteers is easy, so investigate what's involved 

on www.svpholyislandcamp.co.uk and if you're interested, follow the “Volunteer” 

thread. If you would like to discuss it with someone, then call Peter on 07561 

190396. Thorough training will be given and we look forward to welcoming you to 

the team. 
 

 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 

 

• St Columba's Foodbank 

The foodbank at St Columbas is currently staffed by a small group of 

volunteers from the SVP and other helping hands and we have continued to 

provide a service every Friday over the past year through lockdowns and 

regulations.  As we start to come back to some normality and hopefully at 

the end of this,  go back to running  the foodbank in some form of 'as usual', 

we would like to interest  some people in joining our volunteer group.  If you 

feel you would be able to offer some time on a Friday morning for a couple of 

hours and want to know more about what we do, please contact me 

either by email - marjory.knowles@gmail.com or 01325 265847. 

 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.svpholyislandcamp.co.uk&c=E,1,DErTocn8j5brZLGHRWmmhvYOmeg5R8T_YNvsKTNUGR5kuBaybV4ZfQTPWz-a4uWjjwY9TPLkbsP3zE1hfgkQxEqgLV1WDoSDoWFnYxx7JbcL_tao&typo=1
mailto:marjory.knowles@gmail.com
mailto:JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk


 

 

March 21st 2021                          5th  Sunday of Lent  Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY Live-Streamed 9.15 am George & Delia Lancaster RIP 

MONDAY Privately  Beryl Godwin  RIP 

TUESDAY    

WEDNESDAY Privately  Michael Land  RIP 
THURSDAY  Privately  Jennifer Gilligan  RIP 

FRIDAY  Privately  D/M Howard & Fryer Families 
SATURDAY Privately  Frances Taggart  RIP 

SUNDAY 28th March  
Palm Sunday (Year B) 

Live-Streamed 9.15 am Jim & Elsie Lawley  RIP 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
and all priests and religious in the diocese and people of the 
parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Iris McCready and all  those looking 
after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Fr Wilfrid Elkin 

ANNIVERSARIES March Anniversaries –  Lily Daley, May Sellers, Maurice 
Conway, Stanley Butterfield, Delia Lancaster, Betty Baldwin, 
Patricia Stewart, Kathleen Kelly, Rona Gunnell, Jean Patricio, 
Hilda Pattison, Noel Doherty, Maureen Roscamp.  May they 
rest in peace. 

 
 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


