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The 5th Sunday of Lent - 21st March                                                                                                                                                                                   

Theme:    Life out of death                                                                                     
I tell you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on the 

ground and dies, it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.

Fr. Wilfrid Elkin RIP
It is with sadness we inform you of the death of Fr. Wilf Elkin who 

died on Saturday 13 March 2021.
Please pray for the repose of his soul. May he rest in peace.  

See the letter from Bishop Robert at the end of this bulletin                                                                

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                      
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10am                                                                                              

It will be necessary to book                                                                             
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number 

of individuals or number in family group and a contact 
phone number.                                                                                                         

In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 
health situation, that of others and current travel restrictions.   

Fr. Grieves’ Retirement                                                                                             
The parishioners of St. Osmund’s would like to thank Fr. Grieves for 

his long ministry and service to the parish. We wish him a healthy 
and fulfilling retirement.                                                                           

Bishop Robert and Mgr. Newton have announced that a new priest will be 
joining St. Osmund’s after Easter with a ministry that includes St. Mary’s 

Barnard Castle and the Darlington Ordinariate.   

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                               
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be found by  Clicking here                                                                                                                  
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                          

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click here   
Prayer Resources for Primary and Secondary age pupils  can 

be found on the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website Click here
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks                                            
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. 

DL14 9HJ. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 
9am - 3pm                                                     

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 

1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 

their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch. Please do not make any 

unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe        

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 
Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                            
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                
This is the only account for donations to St. 
Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual 
weekly Offertory collections, have used the parish 
bank details in this Bulletin to continue their 
contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also 
to those who have continued with their regular 
standing orders. These are simple and secure ways 
of making an offering to the parish. Offerings can 
be left in the basket at Church when attending 
Mass on Sunday or Tuesday

Please Pray for:                                           
Fr. Wilfred Elkin and Cath Simpson who 
died recently                                                        
the sick of the Parish:                                                              
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Julie 
Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville                                           
Fr. Grieves as he approaches his 
retirement.   

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 
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The 5th Sunday of Lent 21st March 2021
Readings and Reflection for 5th Sunday of Lent - 21st March 

I will write my Law in their hearts
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – 
when I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel 
(and the House of Judah), but not a covenant like the one I 
made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke 
that covenant of mine, so I had to show them who was 
master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I 
will make with the House of Israel when those days 
arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will 
plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be 
their God and they shall be my people. There will be no 
further need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or 
brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, 
they will all know me, the least no less than the greatest – 
it is the Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their 
iniquity and never call their sin to mind.

A pure heart create for me, O God. 
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin.
 

A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit.
 

Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you.
 

He learned to obey and he became the source of eternal 
salvation
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and 
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the 
power to save him out of death, and he submitted so 
humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, 
he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made 
perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of 
eternal salvation.

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!
Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord;
and where I am, there also will my servant be.
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!

If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it 
yields a rich harvest
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we 
should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus 
replied to them:
‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. I tell you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain 
falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his 
life loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for the eternal life. If a man serves me, he must 
follow me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. Now my 
soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from 
this hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come 
to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’ A voice came from 
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of 
thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice 
came, but for yours. ‘Now sentence is being passed on this 
world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 
And when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all 
men to myself.’ By these words he indicated the kind of 
death he would die.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 
and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. 
Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.                                                                                            

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire 
to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.                                      
 

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                                   
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 12

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here

First reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

Responsorial Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15

Second reading Hebrews 5:7-9

Gospel Acclamation Jn12:26

Gospel John 12:20-33

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Reflection on the Readings 5th Sunday of  Lent  -   21st March.                                                                                             

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our  
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                  

The following reflection on the readings for this Sunday are from the resources prepared by the diocese to help support us on our Lenten Journey.  
This year we are encouraged to reflect on what it means to be Missionary Disciples. Further resources including Daily Reflections are available on 

the diocesan website at rcdhn.org.uk                                                                                                                                                                                       

Today marks the beginning of Passiontide, where the Church turns its eyes towards the city of Jerusalem and the events which 
surround the Passion of Our Lord. This junction which we have approached during our journey of Lent is marked by the veiling of 

Statues and Crosses within our Churches and it reminds each one of us of the impending doom that is to come. However, our readings 
today remind us that death is not a bad thing. Jesus gives us the image of the seed that is planted. It is only when planted in the earth 
that the seed can produce life and has the ability to grow. For the people of Israel, in our first reading, the waiting for a new covenant 

would bring them and the rest of the world new life and new hope. It is only through the death of Jesus that this new covenant is 
given to us all.

Over the course of this last year each one of us has been reminded about just how fragile life can be, how our best prepared plans can be 
changed or affected at the drop of a hat. As a result, each one of us has been given the opportunity to think and reflect again on what 

our faith means to us and how we live out our call to be disciples of Christ in our world today. No one knows what impact the 
pandemic will have on the Church, but what we do all know is that we must be bold in what we do. It is in our most challenging 
experiences that we grow the most and discover what we are truly capable of. This is true of the early Church and it is true of the 

Church here and now. There is nothing new about the ‘new’ evangelisation or about being a missionary disciple because this is what 
Jesus tells us to do in the great commission. It is only by loving is love returned, only by reaching our beyond ourselves do we learn and 

grow, only by giving to others that we ourselves receive, only by dying do we rise to new life.

As we make this final journey into Jerusalem with Jesus let us commit ourselves to becoming Christlike so that our world may know 
the person, and the love, of God.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Father Jonathon Bowes, Assistant Priest - parishes of Saint Charles Borromeo & Sacred Heart, Gosforth. 

SIX BIBLE STUDIES ON THE LENTEN SUNDAY GOSPELS
Six Wednesday evening Bible Study sessions, to break-open each Lenten Sunday Gospel. You will experience Sunday Mass in a new 
way! Mauro Iannicelli will walk you through the forthcoming Sunday Gospel with in-depth teaching and stimulating questions.
The sessions  are delivered with ‘Expository Preaching’ teaching method & with ‘Life-Application’ questions.
Wed 17th Feb - Wed 24 Mar, 2021 | 7pm - 8:30pm (Free & Live sessions)
Info & Registration: https://comeandsee.org/lent 

Lenten Daily Reflections from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle: 
This year as we enter Lent, we are considering what it means to be Missionary Disciples. Reflecting on our calling ‘To go and make 
disciples’, the Vicariate for Faith & Mission has worked with Clergy and Laity to produce daily reflections that offer support as you 
reflect on the readings for the day. The written Short Daily Reflections are available in various formats to view online, download 
and print, or to receive as a daily email direct to your inbox.

Literary Competition 8-10 Year-Olds
The North East Catholic Writers` Guild are running a literary competition for schoolchildren – the 

theme is: 

   “Compose a hopeful prayer for this difficult time”

 Maximum 20 lines. The lines don`t have to rhyme. Open to 8-10 year-olds. 
Please include your age, name, address and phone number and send to: 

Veronica Whitty,Secretary, Catholic Writers` Guild (NE), 51 Queen`s Crescent, Wallsend, NE28 
8DW  Or e-mail: veronicawhitty@hotmail.comDeadline: 8th April 2021  
NB: Entries: excludes anyone related to any member of the Guild or related to anyone connected with the 
Northern Cross. 

Lent Fundraising Campaigns
Cafod are planning Lent with a difference this year – they want to give the boot to water poverty.
1 in 3 people in the world don’t have access to safe drinking water.  The Walk for Water Challenge is to do 10,000 steps per day for 
40 days.  If you wish to take part you can find out more at: https://walk.cafod.org.uk/about
Alternatively Clare is taking part in the challenge and would welcome your support. You can place a contribution in an envelope 
and drop it off at Church or go to Clare’s page on the Cafod website:  Details attached in the accompanying letter. 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Infantile Pompe Fundraising  Campaign - Liz and John 

John & I are walking 10,000 steps, daily, for 40 days in Lent in order to raise money for the charity, AGSD uk and in particular, to 
support families who have children suffering from Infantile Pompe disease - a very worthy cause! 
We have found out that there are presently about 33 families in the UK that have a child born with Infantile Pompe disease & a 
few more are born every year. It’s good to know the funds we raise will go specifically to supporting these families at times of great 
need such as stays in hospital or traveling costs. One family lives in Cornwall but has to travel and stay in Bristol every time their 
child is hospitalized. Money we raise will be ringfenced and is going to be put into a fund called ‘Reggie’s Gift UK’ 
If you would like to donate you can place a contribution in an envelope labelled John and Liz and drop it off at Church or by going 
online to Liz’s page on the uk.virginmoneygiving.com Details attached in the accompanying letter. 

Spring Clean and tidy up of wooded area on the drive up to Church: Volunteers 
Saturday 27th March from 10.00am 

Please bring your own equipment and refreshments
                                                       

 Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead   

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Dear Father, Deacon, Brother and Sister  

 

Death Notice for Fr Wilfrid Elkin, RIP 

 

It is with sadness that I write to inform you that Father Wilfrid Elkin, born 2 May 1935, died on 

13 March 2021; he was 85 years of age. I ask you to remember him in your prayers and Masses 

and also to commend him to the people of your parish for their prayers. 

 

Father Wilf was ordained to the priesthood on 17 July 1959. He has faithfully served the 

people of our Diocese in the following parishes: 

 

Curate: Sunderland: St Anne Sep 1959 - Sept 1965 

 Newcastle: St Cuthbert Sep 1965 - July 1971 

 Consett: St Patrick Jul 1971 - Nov 1978 

Parish Priest Ryhope: St Patrick Nov 1978 - Nov 2001 

 Barnard Castle: St Mary Nov 2001 

 

Father Wilf was a member of the Northern Brethren Fund and fellow members of the NBF are 

reminded to offer two Masses for the repose of his soul de obligatione. 

 

Fr Wilf’s body will be received into St Mary’s, Barnard Castle at 5pm on Tuesday 30 March. 

 
I will celebrate the Requiem Mass at 12 noon on Wednesday 31 March which, at Fr Wilf’s 
request, will be in the Extraordinary Form.  The Mass will be followed by burial at Barnard 

Castle Catholic Cemetery.   

 

If you wish to attend the Requiem Mass, please email Paula Henley at Bishop’s House.  Due to 

Covid-19 restrictions, only thirty people will be able to attend and clergy will not be able to 

concelebrate, but can attend in Choir Dress.  

 

It is hoped that the Requiem Mass will be live-streamed and a link will be put on the Diocesan 

website.  A Memorial Mass will be celebrated for Fr Wilf when restrictions have been further 

eased. 

 

With every good wish and blessing 

 

 

 

 

? Rt Rev Robert Byrne CO 

Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com
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