
Palm Sunday 28th March 2021

    

 Palm (Passion) Sunday -  28th March                                                                                                                                                                                   
Theme:    He humbled himself                                                           

For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to 
those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not cover my 
face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched 

by the insults.                                                                                                      
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                      

Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10am                                                                                               
It will be necessary to book                                                                             

To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number 
of individuals or number in family group and a contact 

phone number.                                                                                                         
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind 

your own health situation, that of others and current travel 
restrictions.  

Welcome Fr. Thomas                                                                 
A warm welcome to Fr. Thomas Mason who will be our 

parish priest after Easter.  Fr. Thomas will also be 
serving St. Mary’s Barnard Castle along with the 

Darlington Ordinariate mission.                                                
It is anticipated that he will move to Barnard Castle in 

early June. 

See the back of the bulletin for the  letter from Bishop Robert 
and Monsignor Newton       

Please remember to keep Fr. Thomas and Fr. Grieves in your prayers during 
this time of transition                                          

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                               
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be found by  Clicking here                                                                                                                  
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                          

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click here   
Prayer Resources for Primary and Secondary age pupils  can be found on 

the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website Click here

From next week this Bulletin will be available 
online only at:     www.stosmunds.co.uk

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks                                            
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. 

DL14 9HJ. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 
9am - 3pm                                                     

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 

1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 

their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch. Please do not make any 

unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe        

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 
Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                            
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s 
Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual 
weekly Offertory collections, have used the parish 
bank details in this Bulletin to continue their 
contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to 
those who have continued with their regular standing 
orders. These are simple and secure ways of making an 
offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the 
basket at Church when attending Mass on Sunday or 
Tuesday

Please Pray for:                                           
Fr. Elkin who died recently. See link for 
requiem Mass at the end of this bulletin                              
the sick of the Parish:                                                              
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Julie 
Hall, Joan Towers and Toni Neville                                           
Fr. Grieves as he approaches his 
retirement.   

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 



Palm Sunday 28th March 2021
Readings and Reflection for Palm Sunday- 28th March 

I did not cover my face against insult: I know I shall 
not be shamed
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may 
know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with 
speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a 
disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made 
no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to 
those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the 
insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not 
be shamed.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?? 
All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.’

Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet
I can count every one of my bones.

They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me!

I will tell of your name to my brethren
and praise you where they are assembled.
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons.

Christ humbled himself but God raised him high
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his 
equality with God but emptied himself to assume the 
condition of a slave and became as men are; and being as 
all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him 
the name which is above all other names so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should 
bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue 
should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
Christ was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on 
a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name 
which is above all names.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
The following gospel reading is the one read at the beginning of 
mass before procession into the Church.  The full Palm Sunday 
gospel can be read on our website click here

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord.
When they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples, and said to them, ‘Go into the village opposite 
you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat;
untie it and bring it. If any one says to you, “Why are you 
doing this?” say, “The Lord has need of it and will send it 
back here immediately.”’ And they went away, and found a 
colt tied at the door out in the open street; and they untied 
it. And those who stood there said to them, ‘What are you 
doing, untying the colt?’ And they told them what Jesus 
had said; and they let them go. And they brought the colt 
to Jesus, and threw their garments on it; and he sat upon it. 
And many spread their garments on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields. 
And those who went before and those who followed cried 
out, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is 
coming! Hosanna in the highest!’.                                               

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 
and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. 
Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.                                                                                            

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire 
to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.                                      

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                                   
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 12

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here 

First reading Isaiah 50:4-7

Responsorial Psalm 21(22):8-9,17-20,23-24

Second reading Philippians 2:6-11

Gospel Acclamation Phil2:8-9

Gospel Mark 11:1-10
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Palm Sunday 28th March 2021
Reflection on the Readings Palm (Passion) Sunday  -   28th March.                                                                                                 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our  
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                  

The following reflection on the readings for this Sunday are from the resources prepared by the diocese to help support us on our Lenten Journey.  
This year we are encouraged to reflect on what it means to be Missionary Disciples. Further resources including Daily Reflections are available on 

the diocesan website at rcdhn.org.uk 

We think of this Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week, as Palm Sunday. We have a lovely long tradition of making our palms into crosses and then 
keeping them for the rest of the year. The liturgy describes this Sunday though as ‘Passion’ Sunday. Is this simply because it is the first reading of the 
passion, today from Mark and Friday from John? or does it have a deeper meaning? What does the expression ‘passion’ bring to mind? It is 
something that moves us at our deepest level, at what is called the heart level. We are being invited to enter the inner heart of Jesus, to feel with his 
heart. In the Scripture the heart is much more than emotion, it is the place of decision, of choice, of commitment. To enter into the passion of Jesus is 
to make a decision to walk with him. To move through adulation on his entry to Jerusalem, to the friendship of the Paschal meal with his disciples, 
to abandonment by his friends and even his Father. To finally reach that place of redemption we call Resurrection. This is a passionate journey for 
each of us, a journey into hell and back. Today we receive the courage to move forward on that journey, together.

Passion means life itself, without passion we are lifeless. With passion we have the power to say ‘yes’ and ‘yes’ again as we walk in his way of the 
Cross. Does God want us to be ‘passionate’ people? It is not something that we normally think of in our Christian lives. We have, even as Catholics, 
a traditional English sense of reserve and a suspicion of getting too involved. I remember, when young, my Father telling me not to get carried away 
by my faith! And that was from a very good and committed Catholic!! My involvement with the Catholic Charismatic Renewal taught me that 
the Holy Spirit is passionate in his love for us. My years of travelling in Italy showed me wonderful generations of saints passionately in love with 
God. I have had to ask myself, like St. Catherine of Siena, what would I give my life for, if I was not passionately in love with Christ? Becoming 
passionate is what this week’s journey is all about, enter into it with all your life and all your heart. May God bless you in this journey into passion.
Fr. Michael Whalen, Our Lady & St. Cuthbert, Prudhoe.

SIX BIBLE STUDIES ON THE LENTEN SUNDAY GOSPELS
Six Wednesday evening Bible Study sessions, to break-open each Lenten Sunday Gospel. You will experience Sunday Mass in a new 
way! Mauro Iannicelli will walk you through the forthcoming Sunday Gospel with in-depth teaching and stimulating questions.
The sessions  are delivered with ‘Expository Preaching’ teaching method & with ‘Life-Application’ questions.
Wed 17th Feb - Wed 24 Mar, 2021 | 7pm - 8:30pm (Free & Live sessions)
Info & Registration: https://comeandsee.org/lent

                                                                                        Holy Week 
Fr. Michael in his reflection above invites us to make the journey from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday with ‘passion’ as we journey 
with Christ sharing in the jubilation, suffering, expectation, fear, death and his triumphant resurrection. This coming Holy Week 
will be different from others we have known.  Last year there was a complete lockdown of churches.  This year there is a wide 
choice of services that we can join online along with some limited opportunities for socially distanced live worship.

At St. Osmund’s Masses will follow the pattern of previous weeks, ie. Tuesday 10.00am and Easter Sunday at 9.30am. For those 
wishing to take part in the Easter Triduum the links given above for ‘Mass on-line should be useful. The diocese has prepared 
excellent resources that can be used for reflection and prayer from home. See the links below. 

There is also an Ecumenical Service at St Mary’s in Gainford on Good Friday

Good Friday Ecumenical Service St. Mary’s Gainford:  Friday 2nd April 11.00am 

The gospel and readings for Holy Week are available at : http://universalis.com 

Lenten Daily Reflections from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle: 
This year as we enter Lent, we are considering what it means to be Missionary Disciples. Reflecting on our calling ‘To go and make 
disciples’, the Vicariate for Faith & Mission has worked with Clergy and Laity to produce daily reflections that offer support as you 
reflect on the readings for the day. The written Short Daily Reflections are available in various formats to view online, download 
and print, or to receive as a daily email direct to your inbox.

Lenten Daily Reflections available at rcdhn.org.uk  Click here

Cycle of Prayer Intentions 
Throughout Lent we are asked to pray for the following intentions: Candidates for the Sacraments;The Needy and Hungry of the 

World; Women's World day of Prayer; Survivors of Sexual Abuse; Penitents and Wanderers.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford



Palm Sunday 28th March 2021
Pope Francis’ Message for Lent 2021
 Pope Francis considers the themes of Faith, Hope and Love in his lenten message for this year. He concludes:
“Dear brothers and sisters, every moment of our lives is a time for believing, hoping and loving. The call to experience Lent as a 
journey of conversion, prayer and sharing of our goods, helps us – as communities and as individuals – to revive the faith that comes 
from the living Christ, the hope inspired by the breath of the Holy Spirit and the love flowing from the merciful heart of the Father. 
May Mary, Mother of the Saviour, ever faithful at the foot of the cross and in the heart of the Church, sustain us with her loving 
presence. May the blessing of the risen Lord accompany all of us on our journey towards the light of Easter.”

The full message can be read on theVatican website: Click here

Literary Competition 8-10 Year-Olds
The North East Catholic Writers` Guild are running a literary competition for schoolchildren – 

the theme is: 

   “Compose a hopeful prayer for this difficult time”

 Maximum 20 lines. The lines don`t have to rhyme. Open to 8-10 year-olds. 
Please include your age, name, address and phone number and send to: 

Veronica Whitty,Secretary, Catholic Writers` Guild (NE), 51 Queen`s Crescent, Wallsend, NE28 
8DW  Or e-mail: veronicawhitty@hotmail.comDeadline: 8th April 2021  
NB: Entries: excludes anyone related to any member of the Guild or related to anyone connected with the Northern Cross. 

Lent Fundraising Campaigns
Infantile Pompe Fundraising  Campaign - Liz and John 

John & I are walking 10,000 steps, daily, for 40 days in Lent in order to raise money for the charity, AGSD uk and in particular, to 
support families who have children suffering from Infantile Pompe disease - a very worthy cause! 

If you would like to donate you can place a contribution in an envelope labelled John and Liz and drop it off at Church or by going 
online to Liz’s page on the uk.virginmoneygiving.com  Details attached in the accompanying letter. 

Cafod are planning Lent with a difference this year – they want to give the boot to water poverty.
1 in 3 people in the world don’t have access to safe drinking water.  The Walk for Water Challenge is to do 10,000 steps per day for 
40 days.  If you wish to find out more the link: https://walk.cafod.org.uk/about
Alternatively Clare is taking part in the challenge and would welcome your support. You can place a contribution in an envelope 
and drop it off at Church or go to Clare’s page on the Cafod website:  Details attached in the accompanying letter. 
Fr Thomas Mason 

We are delighted to let you know that Father Thomas Mason will be joining you after Easter as Parish Priest of St Mary’s Barnard 
Castle and St Osmund’s Gainford, and Pastor of the Ordinariate Mission based at Gainford following the retirement of Father Ian 
Grieves.

Fr Thomas is 41 years of age, the son of an Anglican clergyman.  On leaving school he studied economics and international 
relations at the University of St Andrews.  After graduation, he worked in University administration for a number of years.  
Following acceptance for formation for ordination he studied at Blackfriars in Oxford and then St Mary’s College Oscott. He was 
ordained priest in June 2018 by the Archbishop of Birmingham, The Most Revd Bernard Longely, at the Birmingham Oratory 
which was founded by St John Henry Newman.  Since ordination he has been assistant priest in the parish of Christ the King, 
Eastbourne, in the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, where the parish priest is also a priest of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of 
Walsingham.  As well as assisting in the diocesan parish he has assisted in ministering to the Ordinariate Mission in Eastbourne.  
He looks forward to moving to Barnard Castle and serving the Catholic communities in St Mary’s, Barnard Castle, St Osmund’s, 
Gainford and the Ordinariate mission based at Gainford.

We hope he will be able to move to the parish in early June after Father Grieves has vacated the house in Gainford where he will 
live for some weeks while the presbytery in Barnard Castle is made ready.

The Right Revd Robert Byrne Cong Orat.                                The Right Revd Keith Newton

Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle                       Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

 Fr. Elkin’s Requiem Mass will be lived streamed on Wednesday 31st March at 12 noon from St. 
Mary’s facebook page.  Click here 

                                Best wishes for a safe happy and healthy week ahead

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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