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   2nd May 2021  – 5th Sunday of Easter - Year B 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
How connected are you to the vine? In other 

words, does your style of being a Christian involve 
you in constant contact with Christ the Vine, or do 

you have a separate life that you puncture from 
time to time with a nod in God’s direction? 

Jesus tells us that if we do not remain in him then 
our life will be fruitless. 

Fr Greg Price   St Teresa’s/St Anne’s/St Williams  257681 
Fr Kevin Dixon  St Thomas’/Holy Family   463636 
Fr Thomas Mason St Osmund’s/St Mary’s   730191 

Chaplaincy Office Memorial Hospital (Mrs Carol Moody - 01325 743029) 
Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle – Reg Charity No: 1143450 

Diocesan Website: www.rcdhn.org.uk        Twitter@diocesehn 
                                   :www.facebook.com/diocesehn 

St Anne, St Augustine, Holy Family, St Mary, St Osmund 

Hogarth Partnership 

St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & Francis De Sales 

mailto:info@staugustineschurch.org.uk


 

 

 
The office is closed for the time being,  

If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 
email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  

 

St Augustine’s Church is open for Sunday 9.15am Mass 
 (still being live-streamed via Facebook) 

and weekday masses 
The number to ring to book in for Sunday mass 

 07786 615638 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals limited to 30 people only 

Weddings limited to 15 people only. 
 

Sunday 2nd May 9.15am –  Ettie & Michael O’Hickey  RIP 

Sunday 9th May 9.15am –  Anthony & Monica Morgan  RIP 

 

 
 

PARISH CENTRE UPDATE 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As we emerge from the most recent lockdown it seems like an appropriate 

time for us to update you on the Parish Centre and Club.   
 

FINANCES 

Having closed our doors in March last year it has been a challenging year for 

us financially.  We have continued to pay our staff in full whilst our usual 

revenue streams (bar and car park) ceased.  We have been grateful for some 

small business grants from the local council, however these have not covered 

our significant stock losses and other ongoing costs. 
 

REOPENING 

In addition to government restrictions, we are required to follow diocesan 

guidelines and procedures when considering opening the Parish Centre.  Prior 

to lockdown we had already planned a period of closure to carry out some 



 

 

renovation work; notably a kitchen extension and outdoor patio.  We hope 

shortly to commence work on the patio, part of which involves the 

installation of new patio doors to give direct outside access from the hall.  

This will undoubtedly delay our potential reopening date which we will keep you 

updated on. 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND CAR PARKING 

We are pleased to say that, subject to diocesan approval, we hope to reopen 

the car park office from Tuesday 4th May.  Club membership and Car Park 

permit renewals will also be payable from this date.  Fees have remained 

unchanged for a number of years, however there will be a small increase this 

year to ensure the club remains financially secure.   For existing member 

renewals, we will contact you in the next couple of weeks via email where 

possible and otherwise by post.  We are appealing to members to make 

payment online if possible, to help us renew permits in a COVID safe way.  If 

you have any queries please speak to John Turver after mass or email him at  

john_turver@yahoo.co.uk.  

Please note that there will be no public access to the car park office  

or toilets until further notice. 

 

FAREWELL TO PARADISE 

Finally, we are very sad to announce the closure of Paradise Playgroup which 

has been running from the Parish Centre for over 20 years.  We would like to 

thank Jill and her team and indeed all those who worked there over the years 

for their service to the parish, school and wider community.  We will update 

you with future plans for the Simpson Room in due course. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and we will look forward to 

welcoming you back to the Parish Centre as soon as we’re able to do so.  

Stay Safe. 

 

Parish Centre Committee and Club Directors 

April 2021 
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First Reading: Acts 9:26-31 

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 

afraid of him: they could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, 

however, took charge of him, introduced him to the apostles, and explained 

how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and 

how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now 

started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the 

name of the Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with 

them, they became determined to kill him. When the brothers knew, they took 

him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus. 

 

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in 

peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the 

consolation of the Holy Spirit.  

 

The Psalm 

You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly. 

 

Second Reading:   1 John 3:18-24 

My children, 

our love is not to be just words or mere talk, 

but something real and active; 

only by this can we be certain 

that we are the children of the truth 

and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, 

whatever accusations it may raise against us, 

because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything. 

My dear people, 

if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 

we need not be afraid in God's presence, 

and whatever we ask him, 

we shall receive, 

because we keep his commandments 

and live the kind of life that he wants. 

His commandments are these: 

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and that we love one another 



 

 

as he told us to. 

Whoever keeps his commandments 

lives in God and God lives in him. 

We know that he lives in us 

by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

Gospel:   John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

'I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he cuts away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 

to make it bear even more. 

You are pruned already, 

by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 

bears fruit in plenty; 

for cut off from me you can do nothing. 

Anyone who does not remain in me 

is like a branch that has been thrown away 

- he withers; 

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 

and they are burnt. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will 

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples.' 
 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 



 

 

 

REFLECTION – The vine and the branches 

Lord, you said: 

‘I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Separated from me you can do nothing, 

but united with me you will bear much fruit.’ 

Thank you, Lord, for the bond you formed with us. 

And thank you for the bond that exists among us 

because of our union with you. 

Thanks to this bond we have invisible riches  

to share with one another. 

Grant that we may never be separated from you, 

so that we may produce in the world 

the fruits of faith, hope and love. 

 
 

Mary in Scripture: if anyone would like to be involved in a Zoom 

faith-sharing group (from May 2nd - June 6th, Sunday 7.00-

7.40pm), please email me at julesking31@hotmail.com. We will 

be following the Jesuits in Scotland materials. Open to all, not 

just parishioners. 

 
 

A Marathon of Prayer – May 2021 

The Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle welcomes Pope Francis’ invitation to 

encourage the Universal Church to pray the Rosary during May. 

 
At the heart of the Holy Father’s wish, the month of May will be dedicated to 

a marathon of prayer from the theme “From the whole Church the prayer to 
God went up incessantly” (Acts 12:5). The initiative will involve in a special 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/marathonofprayer.php


 

 

way all the Sanctuaries of the world, so that they become promoters to the 

faithful, families and communities of the recitation of the Rosary to invoke 

the end of the pandemic. 

Read more here about the Marathon of Prayer in our Diocese and the 

resources available. 

 

Community Organising In The North East: An Ecumenical Conversation. 

Wednesday 5 May 2021 6.30 – 8.30pm. 

Over the last five years Christians have been working alongside people of 

other faiths, and none, to challenge the injustices that shape our 

communities in the North East. During this online event we want to share 

some of the stories of how together we have empowered people to tackle low 

wages, mental health provisions, hate crime, free-school meal access and 

climate change. Along with the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, and the 

Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, Robert Byrne, we will be asking how 

community organising is part of our faith journeys. 

Please sign up online here and login details will be sent out the week before 

the event. 
 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

• St Columba's Foodbank 

The foodbank at St Columbas is currently staffed by a small group of 

volunteers from the SVP and other helping hands and we have continued to 

provide a service every Friday over the past year through lockdowns and 

regulations.  As we start to come back to some normality and hopefully at 

the end of this,  go back to running  the foodbank in some form of 'as usual', 

we would like to interest  some people in joining our volunteer group.  If you 

feel you would be able to offer some time on a Friday morning for a couple of 

hours and want to know more about what we do, please contact me 

either by email - marjory.knowles@gmail.com or 01325 265847. 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 
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May 2nd 2021                           5th Sunday of Easter - Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Ettie & Michael O’Hickey  RIP  

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm In Thanksgiving – Successful 
Cancer operation. 

TUESDAY St Augustine’s   

WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Healthcare Workers & Teachers 
THURSDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Fr Wilfred Elkin  RIP 

FRIDAY  St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Ints of Jane Halifax 
SATURDAY St Augustine’s 10.00 am Sue Welch  RIP 

SUNDAY 9th May   
6th Sunday of Easter (Yr B) 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Monica & Anthony Morgan RIP 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
and all priests and religious in the diocese and people of the 
parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Iris McCready, Anna Lloyd and all  
those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD       

ANNIVERSARIES May Anniversaries –  Beatrice Prior, Dick Hansell, Ellie 
McFarthing, Ronnie Tempest, Carole Charlton, May Smollett, 
Corazon Thompson, Sue Gatenby Maria Alden, David Whalen, 
George Clarkson, Peter Forrest, Madeleine Swift.  May they 
rest in peace. 

 
 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
 

 


