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   11th April 2021  – 2nd Sunday of Easter - Year B 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

Faith means that, although we cannot see God 
in the flesh, we are sufficiently receptive to the 

signs of his risen presence in our world, that 
not to believe would make no sense.  

And for Christians the only way forward is by 
faith. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 

email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

St Augustine’s Church is open for Sunday 9.15am Mass 
 (still being live-streamed via Facebook) 

and weekday masses 
The number to ring to book in for Sunday mass 

 07786 615638 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals limited to 30 people only 

Weddings limited to 15 people only. 
 

Sunday 11th April   9.15am –  Michael Lindsay RIP  

Sunday 15th April   9.15am –  Chris Springfield  RIP 

 

 
 

 

“Hogarth Alpha On Line” 

Do you want to explore your faith and ask the big questions on life? Then try 

Alpha! It’s starting once again for our deanery and beyond, on the 12th April 

at 7.30 for 12 weeks, but this time it’s online!  

Further information about Alpha can be found on the Hogarth Alpha 

Partnership Facebook page. Siobhan Casswell will be happy to answer any 

questions! 

Please email Hogarthalphaonline@gmail.com to register your wish to attend 

or for further information re Alpha contact Keld O’Shea on this email. 

We are looking forward to sharing the journey with you!! 

 

THANK YOU 

Hcpt group 195 would like to say thank you to everyone who sponsored our 

lenten walk to Lourdes. We collectively completed 2730km and raised £2000 

for our group; ensuring that when we safely return to Lourdes it will be our 

best year yet! 
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MESSAGE FROM PAUL CHITNIS – JESUIT MISSIONS DIRECTOR 

I am writing to invite all the parishes to support an urgent action in 

solidarity with the imprisoned Indian Jesuit, Fr Stan Swamy SJ who 

celebrates his 84th birthday on 26 April. 

Fr Stan was imprisoned last October on baseless terrorist charges which he 

vehemently denies. He has now spent over 180 days, including Christmas and 

Easter, behind bars in Taloja prison in Mumbai. 

An international campaign – Stand with Stan - has attracted huge support.  

Shortly before Easter, a bail application to secure Fr Stan’s release because 

of his age and infirmity (he has Parkinson's disease) was rejected by the 

Indian courts. 

You are invited to send Fr Stan a birthday or Easter greeting expressing 

your solidarity with him. 

The card can be very simple; a postcard or even a piece of folded paper. 

Please send it by 21 April in an envelope to: Fr Stan Swamy SJ, c/o Jesuit 

Missions, 11 Edge Hill, Wimbledon, London SW19 4LR 

Fr Stan has devoted his life to working for the poorest and most 

marginalised people in India. The Indian government has pursued a campaign 

of harassment against Fr Stan and other human rights activists in recent 

years. With many thanks, 

 

FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND – PENTEOST CHALLENGE 

Walk across the Holy Land to keep children at their schools.  Go on a virtual 

journey from Bethlehem to Nazareth and use your daily exercise time to 

make a pilgrimage with a difference.   

Visit www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/pentecost   Alternatively if you wish to 

send a donation:  “Friends of the Holy Land” , Account No. 24591211,  

Sort Code 60-05-41 

 

Over the past year we have sent donations in lieu of collections to: 

Holy Places Apr 2020 £500  Little Sisters of the Poor  £500 

Day for Life   £500  Apostleship of the Sea  £500 

Cafod Fast Day  £500  Balaama Satram   £500   

YMT    £500  Columban Fathers   £500 

SVP    £500  World Communications  £200 

Peters Pence  £200  Home Mission Sunday  £200 

Holy Places Mar 2021 £500 

http://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/pentecost


 

 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 

 

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for 

his own use anything that he had, as everything they owned was held in 

common. 

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

with great power, and they were all given great respect. 

None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned land or 

houses would sell them, and bring the money from them, to present it to the 

apostles; it was then distributed to any members who might be in need.  

 

 The Psalm 

 Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

 For his love has no end. 

 

Second Reading:   1 John 5:1-6 

 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 

has been begotten by God; 

and whoever loves the Father that begot him 

loves the child whom he begets. 

We can be sure that we love God's children 

if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us; 

this is what loving God is - 

keeping his commandments; 

and his commandments are not difficult, 

because anyone who has been begotten by God 

has already overcome the world; 

this is the victory over the world - 

our faith. 

Who can overcome the world? 

Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God; 

Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, 

not with water only, 

but with water and blood; 

with the Spirit as another witness - 

since the Spirit is the truth. 



 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were 

closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came 

and stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed 

them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw 

the Lord, and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 

 'As the Father sent me, 

 so am I sending you.' 

 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

 'Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 For those whose sins you forgive, 

 they are forgiven; 

 for those whose sins you retain, 

 they are retained.' 

 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. When the disciples said, 'We have seen the Lord', he answered, 

'Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my 

finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I 

refuse to believe.' Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and 

Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood 

among them. 'Peace be with you' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your 

finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. 

Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and my God!' Jesus 

said to him: 

 'You believe because you can see me. 

 Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.' 

 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but 

they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 

may have life through his name. 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 

 



 

 

 
REFLECTION – The First Christians 

Defending the Christians before the Emperor Hadrian, Aristides, a non-

Christian, said of them: 

 ‘These Christians love one another. 

They never fail to help widows. 

They save orphans from those who would hurt them. 

If a man has something, 

he gives freely to the man who has nothing. 

If they see a stranger, Christians take him into their homes 

and treat him as a brother. 

And if they hear that one of them is in jail, 

or persecuted for professing the name of their redeemer, 

they all give him what he needs. 

If it is possible, they bail him out. 

If one of them is poor and there isn’t enough food to go around, they 

fast several days to give him the food he needs. 

We are dealing with a new kind of person. 

There is something divine in them.’ 

 
 

Community Organising In The North East: An Ecumenical Conversation. 

Wednesday 5 May 2021 6.30 – 8.30pm. 

Over the last five years Christians have been working alongside people of 

other faiths, and none, to challenge the injustices that shape our 

communities in the North East. During this online event we want to share 

some of the stories of how together we have empowered people to tackle low 

wages, mental health provisions, hate crime, free-school meal access and 

climate change. Along with the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, and the 

Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, Robert Byrne, we will be asking how 

community organising is part of our faith journeys. 

Storytelling is at the heart of challenging injustice and we hope our stories 

will engage and inspire you. 

Please sign up online here and login details will be sent out the week before 

the event. 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/147983904843


 

 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 

 

• St Columba's Foodbank 

The foodbank at St Columbas is currently staffed by a small group of 

volunteers from the SVP and other helping hands and we have continued to 

provide a service every Friday over the past year through lockdowns and 

regulations.  As we start to come back to some normality and hopefully at 

the end of this,  go back to running  the foodbank in some form of 'as usual', 

we would like to interest  some people in joining our volunteer group.  If you 

feel you would be able to offer some time on a Friday morning for a couple of 

hours and want to know more about what we do, please contact me 

either by email - marjory.knowles@gmail.com or 01325 265847. 

 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

 

 

 

Blessed John Ingram (1565 – 1594) is a local reformation martyr who was 

executed on Gateshead High Street for ministering to the faithful of this 

region. During his ministry, he was assisted and sheltered by local 

aristocrats, but was eventually apprehended and convicted on a charge of 

high treason. We ask you to please pray for the canonisation of this 

dedicated and selfless martyr. 

An on-line petition has been set up to gain support for his cause. For the 

petition and more information on Blessed John Ingram, please click here. You 

can also read more about him in our Northern Saints pages. 
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April 11th 2021                           2nd Sunday of Easter - Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Michael Lindsay  RIP  

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Ella & Alexander Edmiston  RIP 

TUESDAY    

WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s 7.00 pm In Thanksgiving (R&D) 
THURSDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Kathleen & James Webster  RIP 

FRIDAY  St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Ints of Fitzgerald Families 

SATURDAY St Augustine’s 10.00 am Kathleen Hunter  RIP 
SUNDAY 18th April   
3rd Sunday of Easter (Yr B) 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Chris Springfield  RIP 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
and all priests and religious in the diocese and people of the 
parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Iris McCready and all  those looking 
after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Douglas Wray 

ANNIVERSARIES April Anniversaries –  Patricia Campbell, Leo Dale, Marian 
Phillips, Catherine Lynn, Christopher Springfield, Hilda Carr, 
John Hughes, Joan Casey, Betty White, Michael Lindsay. 
May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


