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   25th April 2021  – 4th Sunday of Easter - Year B 
 

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

To be Christian is not to go it alone but to belong to 
a community, to be members of the Church, the 

flock that is led by the Good Shepherd.  

And just as sheep recognise the voice of their 
shepherd so too, we need to recognise the sound 

of our leader calling us in a world of competing 

voices. 
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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 

email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

St Augustine’s Church is open for Sunday 9.15am Mass 
 (still being live-streamed via Facebook) 

and weekday masses 
The number to ring to book in for Sunday mass 

 07786 615638 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals limited to 30 people only 

Weddings limited to 15 people only. 
 

Sunday 25th April   9.15am –  Janet Hughes  RIP 

Sunday 2nd May 9.15am –  Ettie & Michael O’Hickey  RIP 

 

 
 

 

PARISH CENTRE UPDATE 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As we emerge from the most recent lockdown it seems like an appropriate 

time for us to update you on the Parish Centre and Club.   
 

FINANCES 

Having closed our doors in March last year it has been a challenging year for 

us financially.  We have continued to pay our staff in full whilst our usual 

revenue streams (bar and car park) ceased.  We have been grateful for some 

small business grants from the local council, however these have not covered 

our significant stock losses and other ongoing costs. 
 

REOPENING 

In addition to government restrictions, we are required to follow diocesan 

guidelines and procedures when considering opening the Parish Centre.  Prior 

to lockdown we had already planned a period of closure to carry out some 

renovation work; notably a kitchen extension and outdoor patio.  We hope 



 

 

shortly to commence work on the patio, part of which involves the 

installation of new patio doors to give direct outside access from the hall.  

This will undoubtedly delay our potential reopening date which we will keep you 

updated on. 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND CAR PARKING 

We are pleased to say that, subject to diocesan approval, we hope to reopen 

the car park office from Tuesday 4th May.  Club membership and Car Park 

permit renewals will also be payable from this date.  Fees have remained 

unchanged for a number of years, however there will be a small increase this 

year to ensure the club remains financially secure.   For existing member 

renewals, we will contact you in the next couple of weeks via email where 

possible and otherwise by post.  We are appealing to members to make 

payment online if possible, to help us renew permits in a COVID safe way.  If 

you have any queries please speak to John Turver after mass or email him at  

john_turver@yahoo.co.uk.  

Please note that there will be no public access to the car park office  

or toilets until further notice. 

 

FAREWELL TO PARADISE 

Finally, we are very sad to announce the closure of Paradise Playgroup which 

has been running from the Parish Centre for over 20 years.  We would like to 

thank Jill and her team and indeed all those who worked there over the years 

for their service to the parish, school and wider community.  We will update 

you with future plans for the Simpson Room in due course. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and we will look forward to 

welcoming you back to the Parish Centre as soon as we’re able to do so.  

Stay Safe. 

 

Parish Centre Committee and Club Directors 

April 2021 

 

mailto:john_turver@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

First Reading: Acts 4:8-12 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: Rulers of the people, and elders! If you 

are questioning us today about an act of kindness to a cripple, and asking 

us how he was healed, then I am glad to tell you all, and would indeed be glad 

to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the 

Nazarene, the one you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by this 

name and by no other that this man is able to stand up perfectly healthy, 

here in your presence, today. This is the stone rejected by you the builders, 

but which has proved to be the keystone. For of all the names in the world 

given to men, this is the only one by which we can be saved.  

 

The Psalm 

 

The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the corner stone. 

 

Second Reading:   1 John 3:1-2 

 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 

by letting us be called God's children; 

and that is what we are. 

Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 

therefore it does not acknowledge us. 

My dear people, we are already the children of God 

but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 

all we know is, that when it is revealed 

we shall be like him 

because we shall see him as he really is. 

 

Gospel:   John 10:11-18 

 

Jesus said: 

'I am the good shepherd: 

the good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep. 

The hired man, since he is not the shepherd 

and the sheep do not belong to him, 



 

 

abandons the sheep and runs away 

as soon as he sees a wolf coming, 

and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; 

this is because he is only a hired man 

and has no concern for the sheep. 

I am the good shepherd; 

I know my own and my own know me, 

just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father; 

and I lay down my life for my sheep. 

And there are other sheep I have 

that are not of this fold, 

and these I have to lead as well. 

They too will listen to my voice, 

and there will be only one flock, 

and one shepherd. 

The Father loves me, 

because I lay down my life 

in order to take it up again. 

No one takes it from me; 

I lay it down of my own free will, 

and as it is in my power to lay it down, 

so it is in my power to take it up again; 

and this is the command I have been given by my Father.' 

 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

 

 

This Sunday there will be a collection for the Little Sisters of the Poor 

 

EMMAUS BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TEAM 

If you are struggling after the death of a loved one, or suffering any 

significant loss and would like to speak to somebody then a member of the 

Emmaus Team may be able to help.     Please ring 07732 980740 and leave 

your name and number and a member of the team will get in touch with you. 

 



 

 

 

REFLECTION – Working with love 

All work is empty save when done with love. 

And what is it to work with love? 

It is to weave the cloth with threads drawn from your heart, 

even as if your beloved were to wear that cloth. 

It is to build a house with affection, 

even as if your beloved were to dwell in that house. 

If you cannot work with love but only with distaste, 

it is better that you should leave your work, 

and sit at the gate of the temple 

and take alms from those who work with joy. 

For if you bake bread with indifference, 

you bake a bitter bread that feeds but half of man’s hunger. 

And if you grudge the crushing of the grapes, 

your grudge distils a poison in the wine. 

Work is love made visible.                                                               Kahil Gilbran 

 
“Hogarth Alpha On Line” 

Do you want to explore your faith and ask the big questions on life? Then try 

Alpha! It’s starting once again for our deanery and beyond, on the 12th April 

at 7.30 for 12 weeks, but this time it’s online!  

Further information about Alpha can be found on the Hogarth Alpha 

Partnership Facebook page. Siobhan Casswell will be happy to answer any 

questions! 

Please email Hogarthalphaonline@gmail.com to register your wish to attend 

or for further information re Alpha contact Keld O’Shea on this email. 

We are looking forward to sharing the journey with you!! 

 

SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION – Open till 2nd May 

St John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, is the patron saint of parish priests.  

His devotion to his duties could only have been possible with the help of 

God’s grace and a powerful life of prayer. Anyone who has seen pictures of 

his gaunt appearance would see the personal cost to him of such a life. 

Despite our modern day pressures, priests continue to work to the 

retirement age of 75, unless they are restricted by ill health.  

about:blank


 

 

Vocations to the priesthood today are still sparse, and we can only imagine 

that the pressures on our priests will increase, even as they grow older.  

The Northern Brethren Fund aims to shoulder the burden of priests’ 

retirement grants, through investments, your Masses and legacies. 
If you wish to contribute please place in an envelope marked Sick & Retired Priests. 
 

Community Organising In The North East: An Ecumenical Conversation. 

Wednesday 5 May 2021 6.30 – 8.30pm. 

Over the last five years Christians have been working alongside people of 

other faiths, and none, to challenge the injustices that shape our 

communities in the North East. During this online event we want to share 

some of the stories of how together we have empowered people to tackle low 

wages, mental health provisions, hate crime, free-school meal access and 

climate change. Along with the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, and the 

Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, Robert Byrne, we will be asking how 

community organising is part of our faith journeys. 

Please sign up online here and login details will be sent out the week before 

the event. 
 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

• St Columba's Foodbank 

The foodbank at St Columbas is currently staffed by a small group of 

volunteers from the SVP and other helping hands and we have continued to 

provide a service every Friday over the past year through lockdowns and 

regulations.  As we start to come back to some normality and hopefully at 

the end of this,  go back to running  the foodbank in some form of 'as usual', 

we would like to interest  some people in joining our volunteer group.  If you 

feel you would be able to offer some time on a Friday morning for a couple of 

hours and want to know more about what we do, please contact me 

either by email - marjory.knowles@gmail.com or 01325 265847. 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/147983904843
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April 25th 2021                           4th Sunday of Easter - Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Janet Hughes  RIP 

MONDAY St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Anna Lloyd & Family 

TUESDAY St Augustine’s NO MASS  

WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s NO MASS  
THURSDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Kathleen Trees  RIP 

FRIDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Fr Michael McCoy  RIP 

SATURDAY St Augustine’s 10.00 am Ints. of St Joseph 
SUNDAY 2nd May   
5th Sunday of Easter (Yr B) 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Ettie & Michael O’Hickey  RIP 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
and all priests and religious in the diocese and people of the 
parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Iris McCready, Anna Lloyd and all  
those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD       

ANNIVERSARIES April Anniversaries –  Patricia Campbell, Leo Dale, Marian 
Phillips, Catherine Lynn, Christopher Springfield, Hilda Carr, 
John Hughes, Joan Casey, Betty White, Michael Lindsay. 
May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
 
 

Today is Vocations Sunday – Is God calling you to serve as a priest.  For more 
information contact Fr Christopher Warren – vocations@rcdhn.org.uk or Fr Shaun Purdy 
– vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk 
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