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Divine Mercy Sunday(2nd Sunday of Easter) 
11th April                                                                                                                                                                                  

Theme:   Faith                                                                                           
‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; 

put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’                                                                                           

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                            
Sundays at 9.30am                                                                                             

It will be necessary to book                                                                             
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number 

of individuals or number in family group and a contact 
phone number.                                                                                                         

In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 
health situation, that of others and current travel restrictions.  

Fr. Grieves’ Retirement                                                                                    
Fr. Grieves commenced his retirement from Easter Sunday.  He is 

remaining in the parish house at St. Osmund’s as work proceeds on his 
new accommodation in Darlington. He will continue to celebrate the 

9.30am parish Mass on Sundays along with Sunday Mass for the 
Darlington Ordinariate and the Saturday evening Mass at Barnard Castle. 

As we await the arrival of Fr. Thomas, Fr. Grieves remains available and 
may be contacted using the contact details at the head of this bulletin.  

We thank Fr. Grieves for his ministry and continued support within the 
parish and wish him a long and fulfilling retirement.                      

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be found by  Clicking here                                                                                                                  
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                                                                                                                                                  

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click here                                                                                                                   
Prayer Resources for Primary and Secondary age pupils  can 

be found on the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website Click here

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at:       
www.stosmunds.co.uk   

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks                                            
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. 

DL14 9HJ. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 
9am - 3pm                                                     

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 

1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 

their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch. Please do not make any 

unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe        

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 
Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                            
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s 
Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual 
weekly Offertory collections, have used the parish 
bank details in this Bulletin to continue their 
contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to 
those who have continued with their regular standing 
orders. These are simple and secure ways of making an 
offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the 
basket at Church when attending Mass on Sunday or 
Tuesday

Please Pray for:                                                                      
the sick of the Parish:                                                              
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Julie 
Hall, Joan Towers and Toni Neville                                           
Fr. Grieves on his retirement.                                                   
Fr. Thomas Mason as he looks forward 
to his move to the parish.  

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Tel: 01325 730191  Mobile: 0777 559 1105
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 

http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
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Readings and Reflection Divine Mercy Sunday- 2nd Sunday of Easter 

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul
The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one 
claimed for his own use anything that he had, as everything they 
owned was held in common. The apostles continued to testify to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power, and they 
were all given great respect. None of their members was ever in 
want, as all those who owned land or houses would sell them, 
and bring the money from them, to present it to the apostles; it 
was then distributed to any members who might be in need.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has 
no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’
The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up.
I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds.
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord,
but not doomed to die.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad.

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has already 
overcome the world
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by 
God; and whoever loves the Father that begot him loves the 
child whom he begets. We can be sure that we love God’s 
children if we love God himself and do what he has commanded 
us; this is what loving God is – keeping his commandments; and 
his commandments are not difficult, because anyone who has 
been begotten by God has already overcome the world; this is 
the victory over the world – our faith. Who can overcome the 
world? Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God:
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, not with water only,
but with water and blood; with the Spirit as another witness –
since the Spirit is the truth.

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
offer sacrifice and praise.
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;
and Christ, the undefiled,
hath sinners to his Father reconciled.
Death with life contended:

combat strangely ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain,
yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary:
say what thou didst see
upon the way.
The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.
Christ, my hope, has risen:
he goes before you into Galilee.
That Christ is truly risen
from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
Alleluia!

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the 
doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear 
of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, 
‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and 
he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent 
me, so am I sending you.’ After saying this he breathed on them 
and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have 
seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails 
made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they 
made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again 
and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus 
came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. 
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are 
my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no 
longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples 
saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded 
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing this you may have life through his name.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 
1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved.       

First reading Acts 4:32-35

Responsorial Psalm 117(118): 2-4,15-18,22-24

Second reading 1 John 5:1-6

Sequence Victim Paschali Laudes

Gospel Acclamation Jn20:29

Gospel John 20:19-31
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Reflection on the Readings Divine Mercy Sunday (2nd Sunday of Easter  -   11th April                                                                                                 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our  
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                  

Unlocking our doors

Most houses are well alarmed nowadays; the computerised alarm has become as basic an item as table and chairs. We also need to have good strong 
locks; long gone, at least in the cities and towns, are the days when you could just leave the key in the door, and let neighbours ramble in casually for 
a chat and a cup of tea. We are more fearful about our security than we used to be, and this fear and anxiety has led us to take more precautions to 
protect ourselves. Fear of what others can do to us tends to close us in on ourselves, not just in the physical sense of getting stronger door-locks, but 
also in other senses. We tend to be somewhat withdrawn around people whom we perceive to be critical. We are slow to open up to someone we think 
will judge us. We hesitate to share ideas and plans we might have with those who are known not to suffer fools gladly. Fear of others can often hold 
us back and stunt our growth.

In the gospel we find the disciples locking themselves into a room because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Even after an excited Mary 
Magdalene came to them from the empty tomb announcing that she had seen the Lord, this was not enough to overcome their fear. What had been 
done to Jesus could be done to them. .. which led to their hiding in self-imposed confinement. The turning point came when the risen Lord himself 
appeared to them behind their closed doors and helped them over their fear. He did this by breathing the Holy Spirit into them, filling them new 
energy and hope, freeing them from fear and releasing them to share in his mission. “As the Father sent me, so am I sending you,” he said. In the 
power of the Spirit they came to life and went out from their self-imposed prison, to bear witness to the risen Lord. This is the picture of the disciples 
that Luke gives us in today’s reading from Acts. He describes a community of believers, the church, witnessing to the resurrection both in word and 
by the quality of their living.

We can all find ourselves in the situation of those first disciples, locked in their hiding place. Any combination of the “slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune” can water down our commitment to following the Lord. Like the disciples in today’s gospel, we can be tempted to give up on our faith 
journey. The will to self-preservation can prevent us from doing what we are capable of doing with the Lord’s help. The wounds we carry from 
earlier, failed initiatives make us hesitate to try again. Even when someone seems full of enthusiasm and hope like a Mary Magdalene, we shrug it 
off. We let them get on with it, while we hold back and stay safe. The gospel today suggests a way out of our self-imposed confinement. If Magdalene 
makes no impact on us, the Lord will find another way to enter our lives and to fill us with new life and energy for his service. No locked doors, nor 
even locked hearts, can keep him out. He finds a way to enter the space where we have chosen to retreat and he empowers us to resist what is holding 
us back. He does require some openness on our part; at the least some desire on our part to become what he is calling us to be. The risen Lord never 
ceases to recreate us and to renew us in his love. Easter is the season to celebrate the good news.

Just as the disciples were unmoved by the hopeful enthusiasm of Mary Magdalene who had seen the Lord, so Thomas was unmoved by the witness 
of the disciples who told him they too had seen the Lord. Thomas, it seems, was an even harder nut to crack than the other disciples. He is one of 
those people who insist on certain conditions being met before he makes a move, “Unless I see, I can’t believe.” As he had done with the other 
disciples, the Lord takes Thomas on his own terms. He accommodates himself to Thomas’ conditions and says, “Put your finger here.” The gospel 
today implies that the Lord meets us wherever we are. He takes us seriously in all our fears and doubts. The Lord is prepared to stand with us on 
our own ground, whatever that ground is, and from there he will speak to us a word suited to our personal state of mind and heart. We don’t have 
to get ourselves to some particular place in order for the Lord to engage with us. He takes himself to where we are, wherever it is a place of fear or 
of doubt. 

We might pray this Easter season for the openness to receive the Lord’s coming into the concrete circumstances of our own lives, so that we too might 
say with Thomas, “My Lord and my God.” We might also pray that, like the Lord, we would receive others where they are, rather than where we 
would like them to be. Association of Catholic Priests.ie 

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace you 
as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
let me be separated from you. Amen.                                      

Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 12

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Bidding-Prayers-11-April-2021.pdf
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“Hogarth Alpha On Line”                                                             
Do you want to explore your faith and ask the big 
questions on life? Then try  Alpha! It’s starting once again 

for our deanery and beyond, on the 12th
 
April at 7.30 for 

12 weeks, but this time it’s online! 
Further information about Alpha can be found on the 
Hogarth Alpha Partnership Facebook page. Siobhan 
Casswell will be happy to answer any questions! 

Please email Hogarthalphaonline@gmail.com to register your 
wish to attend or for further information re Alpha contact 
Keld O’Shea on this email.  We are looking forward to sharing 
the journey with you!! 

Welcome Fr. Thomas                                                                                                                                     
A warm welcome to Fr. Thomas Mason who will be 

our parish priest after Easter.  Fr. Thomas will also be 
serving St. Mary’s Barnard Castle along with the 

Darlington Ordinariate mission.                                                                                                   
It is anticipated that he will move to Barnard Castle in 

early June. 

Fr Thomas Mason 

We are delighted to let you know that Father 
Thomas Mason will be joining you after Easter 
as Parish Priest of St Mary’s Barnard Castle and 
St Osmund’s Gainford, and Pastor of the 
Ordinariate Mission based at Gainford 
following the retirement of Father Ian Grieves.

Fr Thomas is 41 years of age, the son of an Anglican 
clergyman.  On leaving school he studied economics and 
international relations at the University of St Andrews.  After 
graduation, he worked in University administration for a 
number of years.  Following acceptance for formation for 
ordination he studied at Blackfriars in Oxford and then St 
Mary’s College Oscott. He was ordained priest in June 2018 
by the Archbishop of Birmingham, The Most Revd Bernard 
Longely, at the Birmingham Oratory which was founded by St 
John Henry Newman.  Since ordination he has been assistant 
priest in the parish of Christ the King, Eastbourne, in the 
Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, where the parish priest is 
also a priest of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.  
As well as assisting in the diocesan parish he has assisted in 
ministering to the Ordinariate Mission in Eastbourne.  He 
looks forward to moving to Barnard Castle and serving the 
Catholic communities in St Mary’s, Barnard Castle, St 
Osmund’s, Gainford and the Ordinariate mission based at 
Gainford.

We hope he will be able to move to the parish in early June 
after Father Grieves has vacated the house in Gainford where 
he will live for some weeks while the presbytery in Barnard 
Castle is made ready.

The Right Revd Robert Byrne Cong Orat. Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle                         
The Right Revd Keith Newton Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham

Cycle of Prayer Intentions 
Throughout Easter we are asked to pray for the following intentions: 
New Members of the Church; Vocations; Human Work; The right use 

of the Media; The Church
The Easter Vigil is the usual time to celebrate the Sacraments 

of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) with 
Adults. 

Prayer for New Members of the Church 
Father,

you give your Church 
constant growth

by adding new members 
to your family.

Help us put into action 
in our lives
the baptism 

we have received in faith
Roman Missal

Prayer on Divine mercy Sunday 
Let every soul trust in the Passion of the Lord, and place its 
hope in His mercy. God will not deny His mercy to anyone. 
Heaven and earth may change, but God's mercy will never be 
exhausted. Oh, what immense joy burns in my heart when I 
contemplate Your incomprehensible goodness, O Jesus! I 
desire to bring all sinners to Your feet that they may glorify 
Your mercy throughout endless ages (Diary of Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowalska, 72).

Life after the pandemic  
Below is an extract from Pope Francis on life after the 
pandemic.  To read in full click here

“When34 evening had come” (Mk 4:35). )For over one year now,) 
it has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our 
squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, 
filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing 
void, that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, 
we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. 
We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disciples in the 
Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent 
storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of 
us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important 
and needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in need 
of comforting the other. On this boat... are all of us. Just like 
those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying 
“We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too have realized that we 
cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we 
do this. ……….
You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are 
fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the 
storm. Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, 
together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you 
care about us” (cf. 1 Pt 5:7). 
A Thank You from Clare... 
I have completed the Cafod Walk for Water and managed 
448,685 steps over 40 days in Lent- approximately 205 miles. 
With the support of family and friends I have raised £595 for 
this worthwhile cause. Many thanks to all 
who have contributed. 

Best wishes for a safe, and healthy week 
ahead.  Happy Easter time

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/2020/jun/lifeafterthepandemic.pdf
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