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4th Sunday of Easter 25th April                                    
Vocations Sunday                                                                                                                                                                               

Theme:   The Good Shepherd                                                                                          
‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my 
sheep.                                                                                                                            

And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I have 
to lead as well. They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only one 

flock, and one shepherd.

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                            
Sundays at 9.30am                                                                                             

It will be necessary to book                                                                             
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number 

of individuals or number in family group and a contact 
phone number.   (Please book by 7pm on Saturday evening)                                                                                                      
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind 

your own health situation, that of others and current travel 
restrictions.  

          Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very useful resource for parents and 
children throughout our Covid restrictions can be found by  Clicking 

here   It is delivered by a Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                                                                                                                                                  

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available on www.cafod.org.uk  
Click here                                                                                                                   

Prayer Resources for Primary and Secondary age pupils  can 
be found on the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website Click here             

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 
www.stosmunds.co.uk   

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 
1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch. Please do not make any 
unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe                                        

Please Pray for: 

The sick of the Parish:                                                              
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Julie Hall, 
Joan Towers and Toni Neville                                           
Fr. Grieves on his retirement.                                                   
Fr. Thomas Mason as he looks forward to 
his move to the parish.                                        

Fr. Grieves’ Retirement                                                                                    
Fr. Grieves commenced his retirement from 
Easter Sunday.  He is remaining in the parish 
house at St. Osmund’s as work proceeds on 
his new accommodation in Darlington. He 
will continue to celebrate the 9.30am parish 
Mass on Sundays along with Sunday Mass for 
the Darlington Ordinariate and the Saturday 
evening Mass at Barnard Castle. As we await 
the arrival of Fr. Thomas, Fr. Grieves remains 
available and may be contacted using the 
contact details at the head of this bulletin.  
We thank Fr. Grieves for his ministry and 
continued support within the parish and 
wish him a long and fulfilling retirement.             

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Tel: 01325 730191  Mobile: 0777 559 1105
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 
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Readings and Reflection 4th Sunday of Easter (Vocations Sunday) - 25th April  

The name of Jesus Christ is the only name in which we 
can be saved
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers of the 
people, and elders! If you are questioning us today about 
an act of kindness to a cripple, and asking us how he was 
healed, then I am glad to tell you all, and would indeed be 
glad to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by the 
name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, by this name and by no 
other that this man is able to stand up perfectly healthy, 
here in your presence, today. This is the stone rejected by 
you the builders, but which has proved to be the keystone. 
For of all the names in the world given to men, this is the 
only one by which we can be saved.’

The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
corner stone. 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in men;
it is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes.

I will thank you for you have answered
and you are my saviour.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.

Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
You are my God, I thank you.
My God, I praise you.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;
for his love has no end.

We shall be like God because we shall see him as he really is
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,
by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been 
revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia!

The good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his 
sheep
Jesus said: ‘I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is 
one who lays down his life for his sheep. The hired man, 
since he is not the shepherd and the sheep do not belong to 
him, abandons the sheep and runs away as soon as he sees 
a wolf coming, and then the wolf attacks and scatters the 
sheep; this is because he is only a hired man and has no 
concern for the sheep. 
‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep.
And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold,
and these I have to lead as well. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there will be only one flock, and one shepherd.
‘The Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order 
to take it up again. No one takes it from me; I lay it down 
of my own free will, and as it is in my power to lay it 
down, so it is in my power to take it up again; and this is 
the command I have been given by my Father.’

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 
1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved. 

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy 
Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things  and I 
passionately desire to receive you into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 
least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you 
were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
let me be separated from you. Amen.                                      

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here                                      

        

First reading Acts 4:8-12

Responsorial Psalm 117(118):1,8-9,21-23,26,28-29

Second reading 1 John 3:1-2

Gospel Acclamation Jn10:14

Gospel John 10:11-18

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Bidding-Prayers-25-April-2021.pdf
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Reflection on the Readings 4th Sunday of Easter (Vocations Sunday) -   25th April                                                                                                 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our  
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                                  

 Jesus illustrates his teaching by referring to shepherds and sheep, seeing himself as the Good Shepherd foretold by the prophets. It’s 
about the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep. Though the imagery is old, the message is topical. It is relevant to us here 
and now. By faith we accept Jesus, and our relationship is a deeply personal one. The bond of love uniting us is based on the love that 
unites the Father and Jesus. Our new existence is founded on God’s unbreakable love and faithfulness.

In order to enter eternal life we must listen to Jesus and obey him.  We have to tune our minds to the sound of his voice. Self-
centredness can make us deaf to the voice of Jesus. Easy options can draw us into easier paths than the one he has traced. Pressure to 
abandon Christian principles is inevitable. But God is faithful and will not let us be tempted beyond our strength. No one can drag us 
away from him, The Father has entrusted us to his Son. The same God who kept faith with Jesus by raising him from the dead will 
also raise us by his power.

Paul and Barnabas ‘spoke out boldly’, and made an impact. A courageous proclamation of the gospel to our contemporaries can be as 
fruitful now as it was in apostolic times. All the baptised, particularly those who are confirmed, are bound to spread the faith. Laity as 
well as priests and religious are in the service of the Risen Lord. Our faith urges us to take personal part in the work of evangelisation. 
Are we doing so? How many evils persist in our society just because good people say nothing and do nothing? 

The Lord who knows us by name, who gave himself in love for each one of us, also calls us by name. Today is ‘Vocations Sunday’. The 
Lord has a calling that is personal to each one of us. He calls us in our uniqueness with our very particular temperament, our unique 
identity, the background that is specific to each one of us. No one of us is like anyone else. Parents know how distinct and unique each of 
their children is. They will all have been given the same love; they grow up in basically the same environment. Yet, from a very early 
age, their uniqueness becomes very evident. The family is a microcosm of the church as a whole. From the time of our baptism, we are 
each called to be the Lord’s disciples, to follow the good Shepherd. However, the way we do that will be unique to each one of us. The 
particular way in which the Lord works through us is unique to each one of us. I can do something for the Lord that only I can do. 
Each person in this church can do something for the Lord that only he or she can do. Each one of us has a unique contribution to make 
to the work of the Lord in the world, to the life of the church, and that contribution is just as vital as anyone else’s contribution. We 
each have a unique vocation and each vocation is equally significant. Each one of us is vitally important to the Lord. When we each 
respond to our unique vocation, we give a lift to everyone else. When any one of us fails to respond to that vocation, we are all a little 
bit impoverished.
The first reading talks about the stone that was rejected by the builders becoming the keystone of the building. There is a clear 
reference there to Jesus himself, the rejected one. We can all feel at times like the rejected stone, for whatever reason. Yet, we are never 
rejected in the Lord’s eyes. He continues to call us in the way that is unique to us. He sees us as the keystone for some aspect of his work. 
He recognises the potential for good that is within us all. On this Vocations Sunday we commit ourselves anew to hearing and 
responding to the call of the good shepherd. adapted from - associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

The fifty days from the Sunday of the Resurrection to 
Pentecost Sunday are celebrated in joy and exultation 

as one feast day, indeed as one 'great Sunday’. 
God of everlasting mercy,  

who, in the very recurrence of the paschal feast  
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own  

increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,  
that all may grasp and rightly understand  

in what font they have been washed,  
by whose Spirit they have been reborn,  

by whose Blood they have been redeemed.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ ….

Roman Missal

 Cycle of Prayer Intentions                                     
Throughout Easter we are asked to pray for the following intentions: 
New Members of the Church; Vocations; Human Work; The right use 

of the Media; The Church
The World Day of Prayer for Vocations is held each year on the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter. In the Gospel of John read on this Sunday, 
in each of the three years, Jesus speaks of himself as the Good 
Shepherd. The Good Shepherd who has come so that people may have 
life to the full, the one who lays down his life for his sheep, the one 
who knows his sheep — they recognise his voice.

Prayer for Vocations 
Father,

in your plan for our salvation
you provide shepherds for your people.

Fill your Church with the spirit  of courage and love.
Raise up worthy ministers of your altars

and ardent but gentle servants of the gospel.
Roman Missal

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Welcome Fr. Thomas                                                                                                                                                       
A warm welcome to Fr. Thomas Mason who will be our parish priest after Easter.  Fr. Thomas will 

also be serving St. Mary’s Barnard Castle along with the Darlington Ordinariate mission.                                                                                                   
It is anticipated that he will move to Barnard Castle in early June. 

“Hogarth Alpha On Line”                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Do you want to explore your faith and ask the big questions on life? Then try Alpha! It’s starting once again for our deanery and 
beyond, on the 12th April at 7.30 for 12 weeks, but this time it’s online! Further information about Alpha can be found on the 
Hogarth Alpha Partnership Facebook page. Siobhan Casswell will be happy to answer any questions!                                                                 
Please email Hogarthalphaonline@gmail.com to register your wish to attend or for further information re Alpha contact Keld 
O’Shea on this email.  We are looking forward to sharing the journey with you!! 

Celebration of Marriage and Family Life 
Dear Fathers, Deacons and Parish Administrators

Bishop Robert has kindly agreed to preside at a Celebration of Marriage and Family Life Mass in the 
Cathedral on Saturday 22 May 2021 at 12:00 which will be both an open Mass and live streamed.

Under the Government’s roadmap for reopening England, restrictions, on numbers to be confirmed, are likely to remain 
applicable. However, we intend to issue an open invitation via the Diocesan website and appropriate social media. Advance notice 
has already appeared in the March Northern Cross edition and a further note will appear in April and full details in the May 
edition.
 

The invitation will focus on couples celebrating significant anniversaries in 2021 but is open to engaged couples preparing for 
marriage, those who were married in the months prior to lockdown and since our last Mass in 2019 and all married couples. We 
include too those widowed and bereaved who were unable to visit wives and husbands in hospital and homes prior to their deaths. 
In these unprecedented times we remember couples in crisis and individual adults and children experiencing difficulties and abuse 
in their family relationships. We wish all to know that none is forgotten and that the Sacramental life, despite Covid, is very much 
alive and prayed for.
We will live stream the Mass as we recognise that many may feel uneasy about attending in person and for all others who may 
exceed the limit. Due to the limited capacity and in keeping with the current COVID restrictions, anyone wishing to attend the 
Mass MUST BOOK in advance by contacting the Cathedral office on 0191 232 6953 or emailing office@stmaryscathedral.org.uk . 
Booking is available now. Anyone celebrating a significant anniversary should also provide the details of this at the time of 
booking and a certificate of celebration will be offered.
I understand that most Churches are now open for Mass. I shall be grateful if you will announce the date and time of this Mass to 
both your congregations and your Spiritual Communities.
Thank you for taking time to read this and for your continuing support of our engaged couples, the newly married, the bereaved 
and those in difficult relationships.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if required.   

God bless
Rob          
Rev Deacon Rob Wareing Diocesan Lead for Marriage and Family Life Vicariate for Faith and Mission
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk 0044 (0) 7841 530991 rob.wareing@diocesehn.org.uk

Community Organising In The North East: An Ecumenical Conversation.
Wednesday 5 May 2021 6.30 – 8.30pm.
Over the last five years Christians have been working alongside people of other faiths, and none, to challenge the injustices that shape our 
communities in the North East. During this online event we want to share some of the stories of how together we have empowered people to tackle 
low wages, mental health provisions, hate crime, free-school meal access and climate change. Along with the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, and 
the Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, Robert Byrne, we will be asking how community organising is part of our faith journeys.
Storytelling is at the heart of challenging injustice and we hope our stories will engage and inspire you.
Please sign up online here and login details will be sent out the week before the event.
Offertory                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. Bank account details are:   HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                   
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18. This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                                                                                  
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly Offertory collections, have used the parish bank details in this Bulletin to 
continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to those who have continued with their regular standing orders. These 
are simple and secure ways of making an offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the basket at Church when attending Mass on 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Sunday                                        

                                                                                                                             Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead.  

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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