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The office is closed for the time being,  
If you wish to speak/contact Fr Gordon please ring the office -  266602 or 

email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk.  
 

St Augustine’s Church is open for Sunday 9.15am Mass 
 (still being live-streamed via Facebook) 

and weekday masses 
The number to ring to book in for Sunday mass 

 07786 615638 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals at St Augustine’s may have 60 people attending 

Weddings limited to 30 people only 
 

Sunday 23rd May 9.15am –  D/M Deery Family 

Sunday 30th May 9.15am –  Jim & Elsie Lawley  RIP 

 
 

MASS TIMES within the partnership 

 

Saturday  5pm  St Anne’s 

Saturday  6.30pm  St Mary’s Barnard Castle 

Sunday  9am  St William’s 

Sunday  9am  Holy Family 

Sunday  9.15am  St Augustine’s 

Sunday  9.30am  St Osmund’s Gainford 

Sunday  10.30am  St Teresa’s 

Sunday  10.30am  St Thomas Aquinas 

 

Most people are now returning to Church, but the distance restrictions 

still remain in place, and there is still a limited amount of people allowed 

in church.  Please remember to book attendance in ALL churches to 

ensure you will have a seat.   

Please note we are not allowed to have anybody upstairs in Church. 

 
CONFIRMATIONS 

If you are in Year 10/11 and wish to be confirmed this coming year please come and 

see the Priest in your own parishes as soon as possible to register your interest. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Offertory Envelopes for 2021 / 2022 

All offertory envelopes have now been hand delivered.  If there are any errors 

or omissions, please accept my apologies and make contact at 

giftaid.staugustines@gmail.com or phone the presbytery to leave a message 

to enable me to put things right.  Please state your full name, address and 

whether you are a taxpayer, as well as return contact details – thank you.  

Debbie Irving 

Gift Aid Co-ordinator 

on behalf of the Finance Committee 

 

Vicariate for Faith & Mission 

Everbyody is invited to join the mother Church of Jerusalem in the prayer of 

intercession for peace and justice in the Holy Land in prayers at 7pm every 

evening. 
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First Reading: Acts 2:1-11 

 

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when 

suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of 

which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to 

them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the 

head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak 

foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 

 

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, 

and at this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men 

speaking his own language. They were amazed and astonished. Surely they said all 

these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears 

them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from 

Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome - Jews 

and proselytes alike - Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own 

language about the marvels of God.  

 

The Psalm 

 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and light up in them the fire of 

your love.  

Send out your Spirit and they shall be created, and you will renew the face of the 

earth.  

 

 

Second Reading:  Galatians 5:16-25 

If you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding to self-indulgence, 

since self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally against 

such a thing, and it is precisely because the two are so opposed that you do not 

always carry out your good intentions. If you are led by the Spirit, no law can 

touch you. When self-indulgence is at work the results are obvious: fornication, 

gross indecency and sexual irresponsibility; idolatry and sorcery; feuds and 

wrangling, jealousy, bad temper and quarrels; disagreements, factions, envy; 

drunkenness, orgies and similar things. I warn you now, as I warned you before: 

those who behave like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. What the Spirit 

brings is very different: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

trustfulness, gentleness and self-control. There can be no law against things like 



 

 

Pastoral Letter on the Environment for 
Pentecost 

 

The Solemnity of Pentecost reminds us that everything which exists, every 

person and the whole of creation, is a gift of “God the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth.” God our loving Father creates and continues 

to give life to the world through His Word, Jesus Christ, in the power of His 

Holy Spirit. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church, which we 

celebrate at Pentecost, is not something separate from Creation. God’s 

revelation of himself in Creation is inseparable from the revelation of his 

love for us in Christ and in his desire to live in us through his Holy Spirit. 

God’s revelation of himself in Creation 

‘God’s Spirit is always and everywhere “the Lord, the Giver of Life”, and the 

voice of Pentecost is echoed in the voice of creation being transformed into 

the glorious liberty of God’s children.’  In this liberty, as God’s children, we 

call on the Spirit to ‘renew the face of the Earth’, and as his children, we are 

called, in turn, to use this liberty for the good of creation and for the good of 

all that brings life. Our world, God’s creation, is a precious gift to us. It is our 

common home entrusted to each generation. But how have we used that 

glorious liberty? How do we honour this precious gift? Are we really 

demonstrating love, care and respect for our common home? 

 into the glorious liberty of God’s children.’  In this liberty, as God’s children, 

we call on the Spirit to ‘renew the face of the Earth’, and as his children, we 



 

 

are called, in turn, to use this liberty for the good of creation and for the 

good of all that brings life. Our world, God’s creation, is a precious gift to us. 

It is our common home entrusted to each generation. But how have we 

used that glorious liberty? How do we honour this precious gift? Are we 

really demonstrating love, care and respect for our common home? 

Interconnected and interdependent 

As we celebrate Pentecost this year, we are acutely aware of the damage 

that continues to be inflicted on the Earth, and the repercussions for the 

well-being of our brothers and sisters, both here in our own countries and, 

more especially, in the poorest countries of our world. Pope Benedict XVI 

and Pope Francis have both taught us that everything is interconnected and 

interdependent. The way we live our everyday lives has an impact on 

everyone and on the earth. 

The urgency of the situation, and the enormity of the challenges we face, 

have spurred us to speak out together this Pentecost Sunday, as bishops of 

England, Wales and Scotland, about the role that the Catholic Church and 

our faith must play in our shared care for God’s gift to us. 

Unsustainable consumption 

For all too long we have either been ignorant of, or ignored, the systematic 

exploitation of our planet and the unsustainable consumption of its 

resources. While accepting the crucial need and demand for energy for the 

benefit of the poorest of our brothers and sisters, the provision of our 

energy must, nonetheless, be by means which radically reduce the use of 

carbon-based fuels. 

In our political thinking, there must be a new global understanding of our 

world, where nations recognise our common responsibility for the dignity of 

all people and their rights to sustainable livelihoods, in authentic freedom. 

Pope Francis speaks of a global politics that looks beyond our own needs to 

the needs of all, most especially the poor and the marginalised. 

 

 

Restoring our common home 

But we cannot leave the healing of our common home and the wellbeing 

and care of our brothers and sisters merely to a response from industry and 



 

 

governments. Our own local concern and action is necessary and has far-

reaching consequences. We all have a part to play, each and every one of us, 

in the routines, choices and decisions of our everyday lives and our 

aspirations for the future. The actions of parishes, families, schools, and 

individuals will have a significant impact on our efforts to restore our 

common home. There are now many resources, freely available, to advise us 

on our choice of food, saving of water and electricity, suggestions about 

travel, waste, and re-use. These are measures that everyone can employ, in 

some degree, with minimal inconvenience and change. They are effective 

ways in which we can each reaffirm our personal vocation to be stewards of 

creation. 

G7 and COP26 

This Pentecost comes at a time of remarkable challenge and opportunity. 

We are gradually emerging from the tragedies and restrictions of the 

pandemic. We have the ability to make changes. Our countries are also 

hosting two most important meetings this year, the G7 in June and COP26 in 

November. These meetings will gather together men and women who have 

the power to make defining choices and policies which will help us build 

back better, provide for our brothers and sisters, and take care of our 

common home. 

In all our human endeavours, we need the presence of the Holy Spirit, “the 

Lord, the Giver of Life”, whose gift to the Church and the world we celebrate 

again at Pentecost. Let us keep this Feast with that enduring hope that we 

can begin to repair the damage we have done and provide a healthy home 

for future generations. Our hope will be strengthened by our prayer. May 

our constant request be that the Holy Spirit guide us, strengthen our resolve 

and ‘renew the face of the earth’. 

 

 

 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales  

Pastoral Letter for Pentecost 2021 



 

 

 

 

Message from Cardinal Vincent Nichols for the global prayer initiative  

'Thy Kingdom Come'. 

 

The novena of prayer before Pentecost, ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, has become 

part of the rhythm of life in the Christian churches. So I encourage you to 

take it up. 

Every opportunity to pray, in a structured way and in a way that brings us 

together in prayer, is immensely valuable. 

And that is true of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. We pray in anticipation – asking for 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. Now, that’s so central to our faith. It’s the Holy 

Spirit that gives life to the Church that gave that first impetus to the 

gathering of the disciples and Mary to go out and to begin the proclamation 

of the Gospel – the Good News that only Jesus Christ brings into this world. 

And so we pray for a strengthening in that spirit in our effort to announce 

the Gospel in word and in deed. It’s really important that we use this period, 

this novena of prayer before Pentecost, to allow the Holy Spirit to fill us. It’s 

a time in which we receive. You know, we cannot ever earn our salvation, we 

have to receive it, and we receive best with open hands and an open heart. 

The Holy Spirit is God’s power, sustaining the created world in being. It’s the 

Holy Spirit that transformed what we call the ‘chaos’ into the ‘cosmos’ – the 

ordered world. 

What better time than now for us to be thinking about how we cooperate 

with the work of the Holy Spirit in protecting, enhancing our natural 

environment – the world – because it is our human environment. 

In caring for the world, we care for each other. In caring for each other, we 

care for the Creator and show Him our respect, our deference, our service. 

So may ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ be a prayer from our hearts that the Holy Spirit 

transforms us into servants of the word and servants of the created world 

made through the word Himself. 

 

 

 



 

 

that, of course. You cannot belong to Christ Jesus unless you crucify all self-

indulgent passions and desires. 

 

Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit. 

 

Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

'When the Advocate comes, 

whom I shall send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, 

he will be my witness. 

And you too will be witnesses, 

because you have been with me from the outset. 

 

I still have many things to say to you 

but they would be too much for you now. 

But when the Spirit of truth comes 

he will lead you to the complete truth, 

since he will not be speaking as from himself 

but will say only what he has learnt; 

and he will tell you of the things to come. 

He will glorify me 

since all he tells you 

will be taken from what is mine. 

Everything the Father has is mine; 

that is why I said: 

All he tells you 

will be taken from what is mine.' 

 

 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

REFLECTION – Be guided by the Spirit of God 

Do not let yourselves be guided by the spirit of self-indulgence. 

Look at the legacy self-indulgence produces: 

bad temper, fighting, jealousy, cruelty, meanness, 

revenge, fornication, idolatry, and drunkenness. 

These are ugly things, and make life miserable. 

Rather, let yourself be guided by the Spirit of God. 

Look at the legacy the Spirit brings: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

These are beautiful things, and make life joyful. 

They are a foretaste of the joy of heaven. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. 

 
 

A Marathon of Prayer – May 2021 

The Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle welcomes Pope Francis’ invitation to 

encourage the Universal Church to pray the Rosary during May. 

 
At the heart of the Holy Father’s wish, the month of May will be dedicated to 

a marathon of prayer from the theme “From the whole Church the prayer to 
God went up incessantly” (Acts 12:5). The initiative will involve in a special 

way all the Sanctuaries of the world, so that they become promoters to the 

faithful, families and communities of the recitation of the Rosary to invoke 

the end of the pandemic. 

Read more here about the Marathon of Prayer in our Diocese and the 

resources available. 

 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/marathonofprayer.php
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/marathonofprayer.php


 

 

Mary in Scripture: if anyone would like to be involved in a Zoom 

faith-sharing group (from May 2nd - June 6th, Sunday 7.00-

7.40pm), please email me at julesking31@hotmail.com. We will 

be following the Jesuits in Scotland materials. Open to all, not 

just parishioners. 

 

 

 
 

KUMI COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

Please will you help us to virtually walk 6,000 miles to Kumi in Uganda? We 

are raising funds to provide surgery for children with Gluteal Fibrosis, a 

debilitating and painful condition.  

Their families are living in extreme poverty and are not able to afford to take 

their children to Kumi Hospital for surgery. 

Youtube:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-o3-

DFniIcU&ab_channel=RebalanceMD-CompleteMusculoskeletalCare 

 

To register contact: Elspeth Robinson after Sunday Mass, by phone 01325 

465469, by email: robinsonelspeth@yahoo.co.uk 

or go to Facebook @kumicommunityfoundationuganda 

We will be so grateful for your help! Thank you! 

 

 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 

 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 
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May  23rd 2021                           Pentecost Sunday - Year (B) 
 

SUNDAY St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am D/M Deery Family  

MONDAY St Augustine’s  NO MASS 

TUESDAY St Augustine’s   

WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s  NO MASS 
THURSDAY  St Augustine’s  NO MASS 

FRIDAY  St Augustine’s  NO MASS 

SATURDAY St Augustine’s 10.00 am Madeline Carabine  RIP 
SUNDAY 30th May   
Trinity Sunday (Yr B) 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Jim & Elise Lawley  RIP 

 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard Harriott,  
and all priests and religious in the diocese and people of the 
parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Iris McCready, Anna Lloyd and all  
those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD       

ANNIVERSARIES May Anniversaries –  Beatrice Prior, Dick Hansell, Ellie 
McFarthing, Ronnie Tempest, Carole Charlton, Mary Smollett, 
Corazon Thompson, Sue Gatenby, Maria Alden, David Whalen, 
George Clarkson, Peter Forrest, Madeleine Swift.  May they 
rest in peace. 
 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
 

 


