
Corpus Christi 6th June 2021

 

Corpus Christi  - 6th June                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Theme:   Body and Blood                                                               

I am the living bread which has come down from heaven, says the Lord. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.                                                                                                                                                            

June the Month of the Sacred Heart                                                                   
Friday 11th June Solemnity of the Sacred Heart

Welcome to Fr. Thomas Mason                                                                                    
Fr. Thomas has joined us as Parish Priest of St. Osmund’s and St. Mary’s 

Barnard Castle as well as Pastor to the Ordinariate Darlington.  He will be 
celebrating his first Mass on Sunday 6th June.

Over the next weeks Fr. Thomas will be settling in at St. Osmund’s while 
his more permanent accommodation in Barnard Castle is being renovated.  

When he has time to catch his breath following his busy movement from 
Eastbourne Fr. Thomas will let us know more about himself in coming 

bulletins.

A very warm welcome Fr. Thomas from all parishioners of St. Osmund’s.  
We look forward to meeting you and supporting you in your ministry in the 

parish. 

           St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                            
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesday 8th June at 10.00am                                                                                            

It will be necessary to book                                                                             
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number of 

individuals or number in family group and a contact phone number.   
(Please book by 7pm on Saturday evening)                                                                                                      

In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 
health situation, that of others and current travel restrictions.    

Fr. Thomas will also be celebrating the Saturday evening vigil Mass in 
Barnard Castle along with Ordinariate Masses on Sundays and Fridays in 

Gainford.             

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: www.stosmunds.co.uk   

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 
1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their 
opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church 
porch. Please do not make any unnecessary 
journeys. Stay Safe                                        

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish:                                                              
Pat Avison, Christopher Smith, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers and Toni 
Neville                                                             
Fr. Grieves on his retirement.                                                   
Fr. Thomas Mason as he looks forward to 
his move to the parish.                                        

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered 
by a Primary School teacher from 
Dunkeld.                                                                                                                                                                  

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click 
here                                                                                                                   
Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on 
the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  
website Click here      
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Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 
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Readings and Reflections 6th June-Corpus Christi 

This is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has 
made with you 
Moses went and told the people all the commands of the 
Lord and all the ordinances. In answer, all the people said 
with one voice, ‘We will observe all the commands that the 
Lord has decreed.’ Moses put all the commands of the Lord 
into writing, and early next morning he built an altar at the 
foot of the mountain, with twelve standing-stones for the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Then he directed certain young 
Israelites to offer holocausts and to immolate bullocks to the 
Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the blood Moses took 
up and put into basins, the other half he cast on the altar. 
And taking the Book of the Covenant he read it to the 
listening people, and they said, ‘We will observe all that the 
Lord has decreed; we will obey.’ Then Moses took the blood 
and cast it towards the people. This’ he said ‘is the blood of 
the Covenant that the Lord has made with you, containing all 
these rules.’

The cup of salvation I will raise; I will call on the Lord’s 
name. 
How can I repay the Lord
  for his goodness to me?
The cup of salvation I will raise;
  I will call on the Lord’s name.

O precious in the eyes of the Lord
  is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
  you have loosened my bonds.

A thanksgiving sacrifice I make;
  I will call on the Lord’s name.
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
  before all his people.

The blood of Christ can purify our inner self 
Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the blessings 
which were to come. He has passed through the greater, the 
more perfect tent, which is better than the one made by 
men’s hands because it is not of this created order; and he has 
entered the sanctuary once and for all, taking with him not 
the blood of goats and bull calves, but his own blood, having 
won an eternal redemption for us. The blood of goats and 
bulls and the ashes of a heifer are sprinkled on those who 
have incurred defilement and they restore the holiness of 
their outward lives; how much more effectively the blood of 
Christ, who offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to God 
through the eternal Spirit, can purify our inner self from dead 
actions so that we do our service to the living God.
He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, only so that the 
people who were called to an eternal inheritance may actually 
receive what was promised: his death took place to cancel the 
sins that infringed the earlier covenant.

Gospel Acclamation:  Jn 6:51 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the living bread which has come down from heaven, says 
the Lord. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.  
Alleluia! 

This is my body; this is my blood 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover 
lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to Jesus, ‘Where do you 
want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the 
passover?’ So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go 
into the city and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher of 
water. Follow him, and say to the owner of the house which 
he enters, “The Master says: Where is my dining room in 
which I can eat the passover with my disciples?” He will show 
you a large upper room furnished with couches, all prepared. 
Make the preparations for us there.’ The disciples set out and 
went to the city and found everything as he had told them, 
and prepared the Passover.
And as they were eating he took some bread, and when he 
had said the blessing he broke it and gave it to them. ‘Take it,’ 
he said ‘this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he 
had returned thanks he gave it to them, and all drank from it, 
and he said to them, ‘This is my blood, the blood of the 
covenant, which is to be poured out for many. I tell you 
solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine until the day I 
drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.’
After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, 
Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random 
House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail 
(England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved. 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                                                

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here     

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy 
Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things  and I 
passionately desire to receive you into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 
least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you 
were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
let me be separated from you. Amen.                                      

First reading Exodus 24:3-8

Responsorial Psalm 115(116) 12-13,15-18

Second reading Hebrews 9:11-15

Gospel Mark 14:12-16,22-26

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Bidding-Prayers-6-June-2021.pdf
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Reflection on the Readings - Corpus Christi 6th June                                                                                                          
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

United to Jesus and to each other

Today we celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi – The Body and Blood of Jesus. By now most of our churches are open and people are 
returning to pray with each other. Because of various social restrictions and lock downs we were for far too long isolated and separated from 
our friends and neighbours. We were sadly also unable to go to church and celebrate the sacraments freely, especially the Eucharist. For many 
people daily mass is a time not only to pray but to meet others in the parish community. A visit to the church for mass is both a spiritual and 
social experience. Through celebrating the Eucharist we are connected to each other and to Jesus in a most sacred and unique way. 

The church reminds us that the Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life. What does this mean for us today? It is the source of our 
daily lives as we draw life and energy from the Body and Blood of Jesus. Celebrating the Eucharist with others calls and helps us to live our 
daily lives as followers of Jesus. It is the summit to which we are called to return so we can be nurtured and nourished by Jesus.

During the celebration of mass we hear these words, Lord, let your Spirit come upon these gifts and make them holy. It is not only the bread 
& wine that is transformed, so too are we. Through the power of the same Holy Spirit, we become the Body of Christ.  We are enabled and 
encouraged to be the people of God; witnesses to Christ’s presence in the world. Today’s feast is not only about receiving the Body of Christ; it 
is about becoming and being the Body of Christ. The Body of Christ is not something that we just receive; as the Church, the People of God, 
we are the Body of Christ.

When Jesus ate his last meal with his friends he gave them and us the gift of his Body and Blood. He said that whenever we share in this 
sacred meal we are to do it in memory of him. He also washed their feet as a sign of service and said that this was the example that they and 
we are to follow if we want to be his followers. When we care for and serve each other we are also asked to do it in memory of Jesus. The 
concluding prayer of the mass asks to go now to love and serve the Lord. How do we do this? Quite simply by loving and serving each other 
as best we can in our daily lives. Because we have shared in the Body and Blood of Christ we are called to love and serve each other as Jesus 
loves and serves us. Having been in communion with Jesus, we are called to care for each other and be in communion with those around us in 
our families and our community.

Celebrating and sharing in the Eucharist and serving each other are two sides of the same coin; we can’t have one without the other. 
Through the Eucharist we are strengthened and encouraged to live our lives as best we can as followers of Jesus. We show this through how 
we treat others. As the letter from St. John reminds us; ‘Our love for each other should not be just words or talk; it must be true love, which 
shows itself in action.’ (1 Jn. 3.18)

St. Augustine, an early church writer says that when we share in the Eucharist, ‘believe what you see and become what you are, the Body of 
Christ. When we say ‘amen’ we are saying, ‘yes’ I believe that this is the Body of Jesus and I will become the Body of Christ for others.’

Today and always, may the Body and Blood of Jesus strengthen, encourage and sustain each of us.  oblates.ie 

The Cycle of Prayer; 
Intentions  
Throughout Ordinary Time: Summer we are asked to pray for 
the following intentions:
A Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews 

Those Who Suffer Persecution, Oppression and 
Denial of Human Rights; Human Life; Europe; 

Seafarers.                                                                                              
Prayer                                                                                                             

Let us pray also for the Jewish people, to who the Lord our God spoke 
first, that he may grant them to advance in love of his name and in 

faithfulness to his covenant.                                                                                        
Almighty ever-living God, who bestowed your promises on Abraham 
and his descendants, graciously hear the prayers of your Church, that 

the people you first made your own may attain the fullness of 
redemption.  Roman Missal 

June - The month dedicated to the Sacred 
Heart 

Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

O most holy heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing, I 
adore you, I love you, and with lively sorrow for my sins 
I offer you this poor heart of mine. Make me humble, 
patient, pure and wholly obedient to your will. Grant, 
Good Jesus, that I may live in you and for you. Protect 
me in the midst of danger. Comfort me in my 
afflictions. Give me health of body, assistance in my 
temporal needs, your blessing on all that I do, and the 
grace of a holy death. Amen.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Life after the pandemic  

Below is an extract from Pope Francis on life after the pandemic.  To read in full click here

“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). For over one year now, it has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our 
streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops 
everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. We find ourselves afraid 
and lost. Like the disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realised that we 
are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to row together, 
each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat... are all of us. Just like those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one 
voice, saying “We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too have realised that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can 
we do this. ……….
You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell 
us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care about us” (cf. 1 Pt 
5:7).  

Clergy Moves            

Bishop Robert has announced a number of clergy moves including: Fr. Jeffrey Dodds who has been the Episcopal 
Vicar for our area of Cleveland and South Durham is to move to St. Mary’s in Hexham as well as taking up 

positions of Episcopal Vicar of Northumberland and Episcopal Vicar fo Care for the Clergy.
A big thank you to Fr. Jeff.  He has worked tirelessly for the diocese and particularly St. Osmund’s over the past year. 

Although much of his work has been unseen it is appreciated greatly. We wish Fr. Jeff well in his new roles.

Fr. Mark Millward will be taking up the ministries vacated by Fr. Jeff as Parish Priest of English Martyrs and Ss Peter 
and Paul Stockton (also st. Bede and St. Joseph’s Stockton).  He will also be appointed Episcopal Vicar of Cleveland 

and South Durham 

Best wishes for a safe , happy and healthy week ahead 

           

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/2020/jun/lifeafterthepandemic.pdf
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