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11th Sunday of Ordinary Time  - 13th June                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Theme:  Growth of the Kingdom                                                               

‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed on the land. 
Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and 

growing; how, he does not know…’                                                                                                                                                        

June the Month of the Sacred Heart                                                                  
O Heart of Love, I put all my trust in You;                                            
for I fear all things from my own weakness,                                        

but I hope for all things from Your goodness.                                      
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

Welcome Fr. Thomas Mason 

Fr. Thomas has completed his first week  serving St. Osmund’s, St. 
Mary’s and the Ordinariate Darlington.  We hope that he has felt 
welcomed during this busy week, that he will feel supported in his 
differing ministries and will soon be able to catch his breath and 

begin to enjoy all that this wonderful area and people have to offer.

          St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass                 
on Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10.00am                                                                                            

It will be necessary to book                                                                             
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number of 

individuals or number in family group and a contact phone number.   
(Please book by 7pm on Saturday evening)                                                                                                      

In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind 
your own health situation, that of others and current travel 

restrictions.    

Fr. Thomas will also be celebrating the Saturday evening vigil Mass 
in Barnard Castle along with Ordinariate Masses on Sundays and 

Fridays in Gainford.             

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 
www.stosmunds.co.uk   

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 
1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their 
opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church 
porch. Please do not make any unnecessary 
journeys. Stay Safe                                        

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish:                                                              
Pat Avison, Christopher Smith, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, James Mc 
Hugh and Toni Neville                                                             
Fr. Grieves on his retirement.                                                   
Fr. Thomas Mason as he looks forward to 
his move to the parish.                                        

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered 
by a Primary School teacher from 
Dunkeld.                                                                                                                                                                  

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click 
here                                                                                                                   
Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on 
the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  
website Click here      
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Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish priest: Fr. Thomas Mason                      Tel: 01325 730191
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Hogarth Partnership 
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11th Sunday of Ordinary Time 13th June 2021
Readings and Reflections 13th June  

I will plant a shoot on the high mountain of Israel 
The Lord says this: ‘From the top of the cedar, from the 
highest branch I will take a shoot and plant it myself on 
a very high mountain.I will plant it on the high 
mountain of Israel. It will sprout branches and bear 
fruit, and become a noble cedar.
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, every winged 
creature rest in the shade of its branches. And every 
tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am the one
who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow,
who withers green trees and makes the withered green.
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’

It is good to give you thanks, O Lord. 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your love in the morning
and your truth in the watches of the night.

The just will flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.

Planted in the house of the Lord
they will flourish in the courts of our God,
still bearing fruit when they are old,
still full of sap, still green,
to proclaim that the Lord is just.
In him, my rock, there is no wrong.

We want to be exiled from the body and make our 
home with the Lord 
We are always full of confidence when we remember 
that to live in the body means to be exiled from the 
Lord, going as we do by faith and not by sight – we are 
full of confidence, I say, and actually want to be exiled 
from the body and make our home with the Lord. 
Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it, we 
are intent on pleasing him. For all the truth about us 
will be brought out in the law court of Christ, and each 
of us will get what he deserves for the things he did in 
the body, good or bad.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower;
whoever finds this seed will remain for ever.
Alleluia! 

The kingdom of God is a mustard seed growing 
into the biggest shrub of all 
Jesus said to the crowds: ‘This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and 
day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its 
own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the 
ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is 
ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap because the 
harvest has come.’
  He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God 
is like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a 
mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil 
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is 
sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and 
puts out big branches so that the birds of the air can 
shelter in its shade.’
  Using many parables like these, he spoke the word 
to them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. 
He would not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything to his disciples when they were 
alone.

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, 
Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random 
House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail 
(England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved. 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                                                

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here     

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy 
Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things  and I 
passionately desire to receive you into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 
least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you 
were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
let me be separated from you. Amen.                                       

First reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 91(92):2-3,13-16

Second reading 2 Corrinthians 5:6-10

Gospel Acclamation Jn15:15

Or:

Gospel Mark 4:26-34

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
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https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Bidding-prayers-Sunday-13-June.pdf


11th Sunday of Ordinary Time 13th June 2021
Reflection on the Readings:     11th Sunday of Ordinary Time  - 13th June                                                                                                                                                            

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

Purposeful Inactivity
With this Sunday, we return to “ordinary time” and take up again the regular reading of Mark. We get to hear one of the very 
few passages in Mark not taken up by Matthew or Luke, the parable of the farmer asleep. With all the drive and tension in 
Mark, it is refreshing to reflect on this parable of purposeful inactivity. [Kieran O’Mahony]

May our church be fruitful
Spiritual renewal is the gift of God, through the Holy Spirit and through prayer. As Ezekiel—surely a keen gardener himself—
puts it graphically, it is God who does the fundamental planting of his people. The sprig from the cedar’s lofty top is planted on a 
high mountain, and for a noble purpose. In our tradition, God’s favoured tree is the holy catholic church, called to be a 
welcoming family, source of both enlightenment and comfort to people of all nations. This tree, of God’s own planting, must be 
there “so that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar” providing shade for creatures of all kinds.
Jesus was a great believer in and promoter of renewal, both of his hearers’ personal outlook and of the structures and priorities 
of the Jewish religion. In today’s parable, he draws attention to the mysterious miracle of growth and fruitfulness. Yes, of course 
the gardener must do the initial spadework, and subsequently whatever weeding and watering may be required; but in the end 
it is the Spirit of God who makes fruitful change happen. So we call on the Pentecostal Spirit to breathe strongly on our Church 
today, and awaken in all our hearts that loving desire for sharing, for communion, which is the ideal at the heart of each 
Eucharistic congress, and indeed of every Mass.
When it comes to rediscovering spiritual priorities in our lives, we can find uplift in today’s hope-filled words from St. Paul. In 
the middle of all the turmoil and tension he felt in dealing with dissent in Corinth, he holds on to his confidence in Christ, as his 
invisible, ever-present friend. Paul can be serene even at the prospect of his own death, when he will be more “at home with the 
Lord.” He then adds a guiding principle valid for each one of us: “Whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him.” Without giving up on all hope for collegiality and dialogue in our Church, these are secondary to our basic trust that 
it is and will remain the Church of Jesus Christ, whose Spirit will stir up whatever is needed to make his Church grow and 
thrive.           associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

The Cycle of Prayer; 
Intentions  
Throughout Ordinary Time: Summer we are asked to pray for 
the following intentions:
A Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews 

Those Who Suffer Persecution, Oppression and 
Denial of Human Rights; Human Life; Europe; 

Seafarers.                                                                                              
Prayer                                                                                                             

Let us pray for the Jewish people, to who the Lord our God spoke 
first, that he may grant them to advance in love of his name and in 

faithfulness to his covenant.                                                                                        
Almighty ever-living God, who bestowed your promises on Abraham 
and his descendants, graciously hear the prayers of your Church, that 

the people you first made your own may attain the fullness of 
redemption.  Roman Missal 

June - The month dedicated to the Sacred Heart                                                                          
Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus                 

O most holy heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing, I adore 
you, I love you, and with lively sorrow for my sins I offer you 
this poor heart of mine. Make me humble, patient, pure and 
wholly obedient to your will. Grant, Good Jesus, that I may 
live in you and for you. Protect me in the midst of danger. 

Comfort me in my afflictions. Give me health of body, 
assistance in my temporal needs, your blessing on all that I 

do, and the grace of a holy death. Amen.

Life after the pandemic  
Below is an extract from Pope Francis on life after the 
pandemic.  To read in full click here

“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). For over one year now, it 
has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our 
squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, 
filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing 
void, that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, 
we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. 
We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disciples in the 
Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent 
storm. We have realised that we are on the same boat, all of 
us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important 
and needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in need 
of comforting the other. On this boat... are all of us. Just like 
those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying 
“We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too have realised that we 
cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we 
do this. ……….
You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are 
fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the 
storm. Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, 
together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you 
care about us” (cf. 1 Pt 5:7). 

Best wishes for a safe , happy 
and healthy week ahead

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/2020/jun/lifeafterthepandemic.pdf
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