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  15th August 2021  - ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

 
 

WORD FOR TODAY 
 

Mary was a normal human being like each of us. But 
what made her special was that she was shown God’s 
favour in an extraordinary way. This was because she 

was faithful in her relationship with God, was available, 
ready to do whatever God asked of her and was 

eminently teachable. We honour her on the feast of her 
Assumption and pledge ourselves to follow her example. 
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St Augustine’s Church is open for Sunday 9.15am Mass 
 and weekday masses 

The number to ring to book in for Sunday mass 

 07786 615638 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Funerals at St Augustine’s may have 60 attending 

Weddings may have 60 attending 
 

Sunday 15th August  9.15am –  Al Gunnell RIP 

Sunday 22nd August 9.15am – Dorothy Tobin  RIP 
 

We are now at Step 4 of the Covid-19 Route Map.  As COVID cases are rising 

rapidly across all areas of the Diocese, with some areas recording the 

highest infection rates in the country, alongside the more elderly 

demographic of the Diocese it would become a serious situation if we were to 

abandon our existing COVID controls. 

Therefore, Bishop Robert has asked us to retain all of the COVID control 

measures and cleaning protocols that are in place until at least the end of 

August 2021. 
 

 

MASS TIMES within the partnership 

Saturday  5pm  St Anne’s 

Saturday  6.30pm  St Mary’s Barnard Castle 

Sunday  9am  St William’s 

Sunday  9am  Holy Family 

Sunday  9.15am  St Augustine’s   (plus live streamed via facebook) 

Sunday  9.30am  St Osmund’s Gainford 

Sunday  10.30am  St Teresa’s 

Sunday  10.30am  St Thomas Aquinas 
 

Some people are now returning to Church, but the distance restrictions still 

remain in place, and there is still a limited amount of people allowed in 

church.  Please remember to book attendance in ALL churches to ensure you 

will have a seat.   

Please note we are not allowed to have anybody upstairs in Church. 
 

 
 



 

 

A REMINDER for when attending Mass: 

• Please continue to book for Sunday Mass. The number to ring  07786 

615638.  No bookings required for the weekday masses 

• Please continue to wear a face covering 

• Sanitise hands on entry to the Church  

• Social distancing- please sit in the places marked, family groups can 

sit together.   

 

FUTURE MEETINGS (to be held in Church) 

• Parish Council – Thursday 2nd September 6pm in Church 

• Justice and Peace – Thursday 2nd September 7pm.  How do we respond 

to the UN Report on Climate Change?   (everybody welcome) 
 

CARMELITE CONVENT for those people who are not aware, the Convent in 

Cleveland Avenue has now closed.  

Sister Jude moved to the Holy Cross nursing home some months ago, and 

after Sister Francis died Sister Carmela didn’t feel that she could leave 

Sister Jude on her own and has also moved into the home. They have rooms 

opposite each other and whilst this is a big transition, both Sisters appear 

happy and contented. Sister Carmela is looking forward to the time when she 

can potter in the garden and when they are both able to receive The 

Eucharist on a daily basis when restrictions are lifted. 

If you would like to contact them any cards or letters can be given to  

Fr Kevin at St Thomas’/Holy Family and he will take them when he visits. 

Please also remember Sister Jude, Sister Carmela and the Carmelite 

Community in your prayers during this time of transition. 
 

YMT BBQ  

The Youth Ministry Team would like to invite you to a BBQ at the Emmaus Youth 

Village with a Sing-Along: Live Hymns Old and New; on Sunday 15th August from 

12-4 pm. The bar will remain open after 4 pm. tickets are £5 and covers BBQ and 

Quiz entry. Card payments only, booking is essential. email phillip.salkeld@ymt.org  
 

A DAY OF REFLECTION FOR LEADERS OF RCIA GROUPS 

Saturday 11th September 10.30-3.30pm at St Joseph’s Parsh Hall, 

Gateshead.  If you wish to attend you must book by Monday 6th September 

by email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk, or 07375 934713. 
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First Reading: Apocalypse 11:19; 12:1-6.10 

 

The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of the covenant could be 

seen inside it. Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with 

the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve stars on her head for a 

crown. She was pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. 

Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which had seven 

heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its 

tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped them to the earth, 

and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she was having the child, so 

that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother. The woman 

brought a male child into the world, the son who was to rule all the nations 

with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken straight up to God and to his 

throne, while the woman escaped into the desert, where God had made a 

place of safety ready. Then I heard a voice shout from heaven, Victory and 

power and empire for ever have been won by our God, and all authority for his 

Christ.  

 

PSALM 

 

 On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold. 

 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen 

asleep. Death came through one man and in the same way the resurrection of 

the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men 

will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper order: Christ as 

the first-fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. 

After that will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 

Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he 

must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the 

enemies to be destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his feet - 

though when it is said that everything is subjected, this clearly cannot include 

the One who subjected everything to him. 



 

 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-56 

 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of 

Judah. She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon 

as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, 'Of all women you 

are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 

honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your 

greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is 

she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.' 

  

And Mary said: 

 

 'My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

 and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 

 because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

 Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, 

 for the Almighty has done great things for me. 

 Holy is his name, 

 and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 

 He has shown the power of his arm, 

 he has routed the proud of heart. 

 He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. 

 The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. 

 He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 

 - according to the promise he made to our ancestors - 

 of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.' 

 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 
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FIRST STEPS – Exploring the Catholic Faith Online 

Are you wondering about your relationship with God and not sure where to 

start? 

Join us on a journey this Autumn and see if the Catholic Church can help 

your relationship grow. This may be the right path for you. It may even help 

you take the next steps towards coming into the Church. We gather weekly 

via Zoom and invite you to come along to find out more. Starts Wednesday 

22nd September at 7pm. 

If you are interested to find out more, you can enquire/register using 

the Online Enquiry Form or email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk.   

DHN JUSTICE & PEACE REFUGEE PROJECT 

This project is gradually re-opening and they now need your food donations. 

Any of the following priority items will be gratefully received: - tinned 
tomatoes, chickpeas, fish (tuna, sardines in oil or water only), toilet rolls, 
toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deodorant. A basket will at the back of Church, 

under the shelf, where you can leave your donations. If you would prefer to 

make a financial donation you can do so either by bank transfer to: - A/C 

name: - DHN Justice & Peace Refugee Project, Sort Code: - 40-34-18 A/C 

No: - 52854058 or by Cheque in the name of above account and sent/given 

to me.  Marjory Knowles (J & P Treasurer) Marjory.knowles@gmail.com 
 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 
 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

 

TOY SALE – PARISH CENTRE  

Last chance to get some indoor games/toys as well as some outdoor toys 

resulting from the closure of the Paradise Playgroup.  This will be on 

Saturday 21st August 11-12noon.  Payment by donation with all proceeds 

going towards the Parish Centre. 

https://forms.office.com/r/FiyA2bSdDx
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NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 
CELEBRATING OUR PARISH  

Our parishes are families where we find friendship and support and are helped 

to find the presence of Jesus in our lives. As we come out of a time of 

lockdown we join with all parishes across our Diocese to give thanks for 

those who support and serve us in different ways.  

 
Weekends Of Thanks And Re-Commitment  
Starting in July and stretching into September and October we are invited 

to express our gratitude for those people who serve in our Parishes in 

different lay ministries. We ask them to re-commit themselves to their 

valuable work as we grow together in the knowledge and love of God.  

Welcomers Weekend  

During the pandemic many people have made it possible for us to gather for 

Mass by stewarding and guiding our people, by cleaning and sanitising our 

churches. All this is part of the Ministry of Welcome. At our Mass on this 

weekend we have the opportunity to say thank you to them and ask them to 

carry on in their ministry. This weekend will take place in the next few weeks 

 
 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION/HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Classes will take place for those children going into Year 5 (or older) in 

September 2021 on a Thursday evening at 6pm starting 16th September 

2021.  See attached for a list of all dates for Year 5 children. 

For those children who will be going into Year 4 in September 2021 the 

classes will start on 13th of January 2022 again on a Thursday evening at 

6pm.  See attached for a list of these dates for Year 4 children. 

All the dates will be published on the website. 

 

Fr Gordon would like to meet with the parents separately at some of these 

sessions, details and dates to be confirmed later. 

Please contact Fr Gordon/or see him after Mass to ensure your child’s name 
has been registered. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://staugustines-my.sharepoint.com/personal/info_staugustineschurch_org_uk/Documents/Barbara%20Morgan/St%20Augustine's%20School/Communion%202021-22/Sacramental%20Preparation%20Course%20%20Yr5.pdf
https://staugustines-my.sharepoint.com/personal/info_staugustineschurch_org_uk/Documents/Barbara%20Morgan/St%20Augustine's%20School/Communion%202021-22/Sacramental%20Preparation%20Course%20%20Yr4.pdf


 

 

15TH August 2021                              Assumption of the Blessed  Virgin Mary 

SUNDAY St Augustine’s  9.15 am Al Gunnell  RIP  

MONDAY St Augustine’s  NO MASS 

TUESDAY      

WEDNESDAY St Augustine’s 7.00 pm In Thanksgiving 
THURSDAY  St Augustine’s 12.15 pm Mgr James Rooney RIP 

FRIDAY  St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Jan Guidoboni  RIP 

SATURDAY St Augustine’s 10.00 am May & Jim Hardy  RIP 

SUNDAY 22ND August  
21ST Sunday of the Year B 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 

9.15 am Dorothy Tobin  RIP 

 
 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Kevin Daly, Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Richard 
Harriott, and all priests and religious in the diocese and people 
of the parish who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Anne Kee, Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia 
McGee, Robyn Drummond, Iris McCready, Anna Lloyd and all  
those looking after them. 

LATELY DEAD      Martin McCann, Fr Bill O’Gorman 

ANNIVERSARIES August Anniversaries –  Rose McCann, Tom Robinson, Annie 
Ginty, Nick Robinson, Mary & Bobby Aaron, David Early, 
Anthony Durkin, Peter Murphy, Brenda Frame, Reuben Clark, 
Paul Gibson, Eleanor Brown, Joan Foster, Gerald Harbron, 
Josephine Sullivan, Dorothy Tobin, Vincent Scarre, May Hardy, 
John Mayne.  May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 


