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 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time   -    19th September 
Home Missions Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Theme:  Servants of each other                                                                                           

‘‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of all and servant of all.’ 
He then took a little child, set him in front of them, put his arms round him, and 

said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name, 
welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who 

sent me.’                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
   

Coronavirus:                                                                                        
Bishop Robert has issued new diocesan guidance on restrictions to 
help prevent the spread of Coronavirus. Fr. Thomas has provided a 

summary which can be read at the back of this bulletin. 

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on Sundays at 
9.30am  and Tuesdays at 10.00am    

                                                                            

It will be necessary to book for the Sunday Mass.  It will no 
longer be necessary to book for the Tuesday Mass.                                                                                 

To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number of 
individuals or number in family group and a contact phone number.   

(Please book by 7pm on Saturday evening)                                                                                                      
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 

health situation and that of others.                                                                                             
Fr. Thomas will also be celebrating the Saturday evening vigil Mass in 

Barnard Castle along with Ordinariate Masses on Sundays and Fridays in 
Gainford. Thursday Mass at Barnard Castle 10.00am   

Thank You                                                                                                       
Sincere thanks to all those who have continued their 
gift aid contribution during the pandemic and to 

those who have made donations to the Parish.  We are 
most grateful for your generosity.                                    

from 
the Parish Finance Committee                                                       

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 
www.stosmunds.co.uk    

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening 
time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch. Please do not make any 
unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe                                               

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish: Pat Avison, 
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Julie 
Hall, Joan Towers, and Toni Neville.                                                                        

We pray for the repose of the soul of Julie 
Hall who died recently. May she rest in 
peace.  The family would like to thank 
everyone for their prayers during Julie’s 
illness.    

We Pray for Liam Bradley whose 
anniversary occurs around this time. May 
he rest in peace.                                                
Please pray for: all those impacted by the 
turmoil in Afghanistan; 

Please pray for the children and staff on 
their return to school.

          Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered by a 
Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                                                                                                

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available 
on www.cafod.org.uk  Click here                                                                                                                   

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish priest: Fr. Thomas Mason  e-mail: gainford.stosmunds@rcdhn.org.uk      Tel: 01833 631457
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

      St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, Holy Family St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & Francis De Sale 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
http://www.cafod.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
mailto:gainford.stosmunds@rcdhn.org.uk
http://www.stosmunds.co.uk


25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 19th September 2021
Readings and Reflections 19th  September - 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time              

Home Missions Sunday  

The wicked prepare to ambush the just man 
The godless say to themselves:
‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys 
us and opposes our way of life, reproaches us for our 
breaches of the law and accuses us of playing false to 
our upbringing.
‘Let us see if what he says is true, let us observe what 
kind of end he himself will have.
If the virtuous man is God’s son, God will take his part
and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies.
Let us test him with cruelty and with torture, and thus 
explore this gentleness of his and put his endurance to 
the proof.
Let us condemn him to a shameful death since he will 
be looked after – we have his word for it.’

The Lord upholds my life. 
O God, save me by your name;
by your power, uphold my cause.
O God, hear my prayer;
listen to the words of my mouth.

For proud men have risen against me,
ruthless men seek my life.
They have no regard for God.
But I have God for my help.
The Lord upholds my life.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart
and praise your name for it is good.

The wisdom that comes from above makes for peace 
Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find 
disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being 
done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from above 
is essentially something pure; it also makes for peace, 
and is kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion 
and shows itself by doing good; nor is there any trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they 
work for peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in 
holiness.
  Where do these wars and battles between 
yourselves first start? Isn’t it precisely in the desires 
fighting inside your own selves? You want something 
and you haven’t got it; so you are prepared to kill. You 
have an ambition that you cannot satisfy; so you fight to 
get your way by force. Why you don’t have what you 
want is because you don’t pray for it; when you do pray 
and don’t get it, it is because you have not prayed 
properly, you have prayed for something to indulge your 
own desires.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Through the Good News God called us
to share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

Anyone who welcomes one of these little children 
in my name welcomes me 
Jesus and his disciples made their way through Galilee; 
and he did not want anyone to know, because he was 
instructing his disciples; he was telling them, ‘The Son 
of Man will be delivered into the hands of men; they 
will put him to death; and three days after he has been 
put to death he will rise again.’ But they did not 
understand what he said and were afraid to ask him.
They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the 
house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on 
the road?’ They said nothing because they had been 
arguing which of them was the greatest. So he sat down, 
called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be 
first, he must make himself last of all and servant of all.’ 
He then took a little child, set him in front of them, put 
his arms round him, and said to them, ‘Anyone who 
welcomes one of these little children in my name, 
welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.’  
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 
and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. 
Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                             

Bidding Prayers - St Osmund’s                                                         

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                       

First reading Wisdom 2:12,17-20

Responsorial Psalm 53(54):3-6,8

Second reading James 3:16-4:3

Gospel Acclamation Jn8:12

Or: cf.2Th4:14

Gospel Mark 9:30-37

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 19th September 2021
Reflection on the Readings                                                                                                                                                                                                     
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.   

Welcoming the Cross
The first reading today sounds like one of the Psalms that are applied to the story of Christ’s passion or like one of the Servant songs in 
Isaiah. But in reality it comes from one of the latest books in the Bible, composed not in Hebrew but in Greek, in Alexandria (and not 
contained in the original Hebrew Bible). The situation of the righteous man who is insulted, tortured, or executed is one that is not 
confined to special religious texts; it is a situation that arises at all times. So the passion and death of Jesus, which he predicts to his 
disciples for the second time today, is not in itself an extraordinary destiny.

Many people suffer worse and longer torture, detained for years in solitary confinement for example, and more painful and degrading 
deaths. Many are unjustly condemned and never vindicated, unlike Jesus. That Jesus dies as a martyr is again not something 
absolutely unique. Many people have been prepared to lay down their lives to resist injustice and oppression.What makes the passion 
of Christ unique is its saving role, expressed a little further on in Mark’s Gospel in words that may well come from the lips of the 
historical Jesus himself: “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk 10:45). 
Some people today find the idea of the death of Jesus as a saving sacrifice, an atonement, to be objectionable, and it is caricatured as 
showing a cruel God torturing his son in order to avenge himself on humankind. We need to put aside such reaction to let the message 
of salvation claim our hearts and our minds. Jesus’s life befits a Messiah, bringing healing and enlightenment to all. But his death 
brings salvation to the whole human race. God does not punish but grants healing and salvation to all by allowing his beloved Son to 
enter so deeply into our suffering, including the suffering people inflict on one another, and including the ultimate failure of death and 
dishonour. If we embrace the Messiah that God sets before us we will find also that the divine vindication of this Messiah, who is 
raised up from death, also becomes credible.

The minds of the disciples are completely elsewhere. The question that bothers them in their discussion is which of them will have the 
highest place in the Kingdom. It even gives rise to a quarrel. It is easy to laugh at them, but the laugh is on us. Called to follow Christ, 
we worry about tiny advantages and securities as if Christ never was. Jesus appeals to the disciples’ ambition: “Whoever wants to be 
first must be last of all and servant of all.” Indeed Jesus often appeals to our low level of thinking to inspire us with the ambition of 
imitating him, who came “not to be served, but to serve” (Mk 10:45).

“Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.'” Today a wave of refugees sweeps across 
Europe. When we welcome these children we welcome the Son of Man, who had “nowhere to lay his head” (Mt 8:20; Lk 9:58), and in 
welcoming him we are welcoming God back into our desiccated lives. To welcome the suffering multitudes is also to welcome the 
Cross, and to discover its saving power, first shown in the community of love that it creates.        associationofcatholicpriests.ie

Love Christmas - Christmas Box Appeal                                                                                                                                                             
Looking for a way to spread love, hope and kindness in your community this Christmas? Love Christmas is a national initiative to do just this. 
Together we are mobilising volunteers through local churches to sponsor and deliver a million Christmas Boxes to the most vulnerable and isolated. 
By partnering together, you will be joining thousands of churches from across the UK. It is easy for parishes to take part and it is an effective way to 
let your neighbourhood know that your parish cares! Join the Love Christmas webinar on Wednesday 6 October, 11am - 12pm to hear more and to 
find out how to get involved. Sign up here: https://www.tfaforms.com/4917266  

Feast Days this week:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Monday 20th September: Sts Andrew Kim Taegon, 
Paul Chong Hasang and their companions            
Tuesday 21st Sept: St. Matthew                                                                                            
Wednesday 22nd September:  Bl. Joseph Calasanz 
Marques, Enrico Saiz Aparicio and 93 companions                                                              
Thursday 23rd September: St. Pius of Pietrelcina                                                
Friday 24th September: Our Lady of Walsingham                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Saturday 25th Sep: Memorial of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, St. Finbar (Ireland) 

FIRST STEPS – Exploring the Catholic Faith Online 
Are you wondering about your relationship with God and not 
sure where to start?
Join us on a journey this Autumn and see if the Catholic 
Church can help your relationship grow. This may be the 
right path for you. It may even help you take the next steps 
towards coming into the Church. We gather weekly via Zoom 
and invite you to come along to find out more. Starts 
Wednesday 22nd September at 7pm. If you are interested to 
find out more, you can enquire at 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk 

           

St  Mary’s  Catholic  Primary  School,  Barnard  Castle  is  undertaking  a  consultation on joining  the  Bishop Hogarth 
Catholic Education Trust as an academy. This is in-line with the Bishop’s policy of diocesan schools becoming academies 
w i th in  four  educat ion  t r us t s .  Fur ther  deta i l s  can  be  found  on  the  schoo l  web - s i te  h t t p s : / /
www.stmarysprimary.durham.sch.uk as well as on the Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust web-site https://
bhcet.org.uk. Please always make sure that you keep our Catholic schools, their pupils, teachers, and all others who work 
there in your prayers. 
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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The Cycle of Prayer                                               

Throughout Ordinary Time: Autumn we are asked to pray 
for the following intentions: The Harvest, the Fruits of 

Human Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation,  
Students and Teachers The Spread of the Gospel 

Justice and Peace in the World, Prisoners and their 
Families All Victims of War, Young People   

The Spread of the Gospel - Home Missions Sunday 
Prayer

O God, whose will it is that all should be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth, 

look upon your abundant harvest
and be pleased to send workers to gather it,

that the Gospel may be preached to all creation
and that your people, gathered by the word of life

and sustained by the power of the Sacraments,
may advance in the path of salvation and love.

Roman Missal 

                  

Helping hands – your parish needs your help                                                               
Father Thomas has now moved to Barnard Castle to live 
permanently in the presbytery at St Mary’s.  This means 
that St Osmund’s will no longer have a resident priest.  
Father Thomas will need to rely on parishioners to help 
to maintain the church, parish centre and grounds.   We 
have been in this situation before, and parishioners have 
always rallied to look after our beautiful church and 
grounds. 

We would ask that all parishioners take a little time to 
consider whether they might be able to help in anyway.  
‘Helping Hands’ leaflets will be given out at mass over 
the coming weeks, please take the time to read this 
leaflet and hopefully return it with an offer of help. 

We are hoping that the measures put in place at mass to 
help protect parishioners may be relaxed soon, we await 
advice on this from Bishop Robert.  Once the measures 
are relaxed, we will need parishioners to participate in 
the mass again in the form of readers, greeters, 
Eucharistic ministers, altar servers, children’s liturgy, 
serving tea/coffee after mass.  Please consider whether 
you would be able to offer help with any of these or with 
the more practical jobs such as: church cleaning, flower 
arranging, maintaining the church grounds.

Any help you can offer does not need to be a big 
commitment of your time.  The more parishioners who 
offer help the more the workload can be shared, and the 
burden can be taken off Father Thomas’ shoulders as he 
ministers to St Mary’s St Osmund’s and The Darlington 
Ordinariate.                                                                      

Please complete and return Helping Hands Form  

Afghanistan Crisis                                                                   
In Afghanistan, more than 18 million people are in urgent 

need of humanitarian assistance. It is quickly becoming one 
of the world's most dangerous places for civilians, with 
thousands of families at risk amid growing uncertainty.    

Prayer                                                                                    
Almighty God, in our distress and grief help us to remember 

that you love us. We do not understand why this great 
disaster  has happened but help us to trust you. Loving Lord,  
for those who have died, give them eternal rest for those who 

are bereaved, comfort and console them for those who are 
hurt, heal and strengthen them. Lord God, enable us to help 
our suffering brothers  and sisters in whatever way we can. 

Heavenly Father be with us now and always. Amen.                                                       
Some Charities assisting and seeking  donations:   

Cafod: cafod.org.uk Click here                                
International Rescue Committee : help.rescue-uk.org

Changes to Covid Regulations 
Following widespread consultation, the Bishop has 
changed the restrictions to prevent the spread of Covid. 
Please continue to take sensible precautions to safeguard 
the whole community.
Face coverings are now recommended in church rather 
than required. Fr. Thomas will continue to wear one during 
the distribution of Holy Communion.
Social distancing is now set to 1 metre (just over 3 feet) 
between different households.
During Mass we can return to the normal practice of 
participating with our bodies by standing, sitting, and 
kneeling at the various points in the service.
We no longer need to observe the one-way system, and 
therefore Holy Communion can return to its proper place 
during Mass. To observe social distancing, please do not 
form a queue in the central aisle. Those who wish to 
receive on the hand should come forward first, and those 
who wish to receive on the tongue after those who receive 
on the hand.
Mass cards will be available for those who find the texts 
useful.
We will be reintroducing congregational singing over the 
coming weeks, with further details coming out as needed.
Mass booking will continue on Sundays for the moment, as 
the church still has a smaller capacity due to social 
distancing. Booking is no longer needed for Mass on 
Tuesdays where the congregation is smaller.
Sanitising all surfaces after each Mass is no longer needed, 
‘high frequency touch points’ (e.g., door handles) will be 
cleaned after each service, and the whole church cleaned 
each week.
Thank you for your patience during the time when had to 
observe stricter standards, this was an act of charity to all 
of those around us: the neighbours whom Christ calls us to 
love as ourselves. A particular thank you to all of those who 
worked to ensure that the regulations could be followed, 
especially those acted as stewards and cleaners – without 
your efforts we could not have had the chance to gather for 
Mass over the past few months.      Fr. Thomas    

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy 
week ahead

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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