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 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time          24th October     
World Mission Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Theme:  Lord that I may see                                                                                             
Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man 

said to him ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has saved you.’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on Sundays at 

9.30am  and Tuesdays at 10.00am                                                               
It will be necessary to book for the Sunday Mass.  It will no longer 

be necessary to book for the Tuesday Mass.                                                                                 
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number of 
individuals or number in family group and a contact phone number.   

(Please book by 7pm on Saturday evening)                                                                                                      
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 

health situation and that of others.                                                                                             

October 
Month of the Holy Rosary 

On the Sundays of October, there will be October devotions with 
the Rosary and Benediction at St. Mary Barnard Castle, 5.30pm. 

November, the month of the Holy Souls. 
During  November  we  particularly  remember  and  pray  for  our 
departed  loved  ones  and  all  of  the  faithful  departed.  Here  at  S. 
Osmund’s we will be marking it in a few ways: the blessing of the 
graves will take place following Mass on Sunday 7 November. There 
are forms at the back of church for you to complete with the names 
of your departed family and friends – these will be placed next to 
the  altar  throughout  November  to  be  included  in  our  prayers. 
During November, all free Masses will be Requiem Masses offered 
for the dead.

Helping Hands                                                                                                             
Please return your responses to the box at the back of Church or 
pass on to Fr. Thomas. Additional copies are available at the back 

of Church.                                                                                                                             
The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 

www.stosmunds.co.uk    
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 
times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. 
Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in 
St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary journeys. Stay 
Safe                                               

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish:  

Pat Avison, Christopher Smith, Patrick 
Doherty, Joan Towers, and Toni Neville.     

Win Griffin. May she rest in peace. 
Please pray also for the family that they 
may be given comfort and strength at this 
time of sorrow

Mass this Sunday will be said for the 
repose of the soul of Win                                                                   

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                        

A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered 
by a Primary School teacher from 
Dunkeld.                                                                                                                

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click 
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30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 24th October 2021
Readings and Reflections 24th October - 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

I will guide them by a smooth path where they will not 
stumble 
The Lord says this: Shout with joy for Jacob!
Hail the chief of nations! Proclaim! Praise! Shout:
‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of Israel!’
See, I will bring them back from the land of the North
and gather them from the far ends of earth; all of them: 
the blind and the lame, women with child, women in 
labour: a great company returning here. They had left in 
tears, I will comfort them as I lead them back; I will 
guide them to streams of water, by a smooth path where 
they will not stumble. For I am a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my first-born son.

What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we 
were glad.                                                                                   
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
it seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
on our lips there were songs.

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 
the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad.

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap.

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves.

'You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for 
ever' 
Every high priest has been taken out of mankind and is 
appointed to act for men in their relations with God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; and so he can 
sympathise with those who are ignorant or uncertain 
because he too lives in the limitations of weakness. That 
is why he has to make sin offerings for himself as well as 
for the people. No one takes this honour on himself, 
but each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor did 
Christ give himself the glory of becoming high priest, 
but he had it from the one who said to him: You are my 
son, today I have become your father, and in another text: 
You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for ever.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death
and he has proclaimed life through the Good News.
Alleluia! 

Go; your faith has saved you 
As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, 
Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar, 
was sitting at the side of the road. When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to say, 
‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ And many of 
them scolded him and told him to keep quiet, but he 
only shouted all the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on 
me.’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So they 
called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; he is 
calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and 
went to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me 
to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to him 
‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your 
faith has saved you.’ And immediately his sight returned 
and he followed him along the road.

Copyright:  Scripture  readings  from  the  Jerusalem  Bible  are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the  Psalms:  Copyright  ©  1963,  The  Grail  (England).  Used  with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                             
Bidding Prayers - St Osmund’s                                                         

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                   

 

First reading Jeremiah 31:7-9

Responsorial Psalm 125(126)

Second reading Hebrews 5:1-6

Gospel Acclamation Jn8:12

Or: cf.2Tim1:10

Gospel Mark 10:46-52

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 24th October 2021
 Reflection on the Readings   30th Sunday of Ordinary Time      24th October                                                                                                                                                                                                  
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                             

“Go your faith has saved you.”                                                                                                                                                                                                 
As Jesus walked those dusty roads from village to village, constantly surrounded by people asking for healing, how did he decide who 
to heal? It is a question I have often pondered, not necessarily to find answers, but simply to try to come to know the Jesus of the 
Gospels a bit more clearly.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
The answer, of course, is that we don’t know how he decided who to heal. He never tells us and so we find ourselves looking for clues – 
searching for the footprint in the mud, the dropped cigarette butt, the broken twig, the careless word that might help us solve the 
mystery.

My own ponderings have led me to a few simple and, maybe obvious, conclusions:
1. All of Jesus’ cures and other miracles seem to have been, not exclusively but overwhelmingly, granted to the ‘poor’ and those 

forgotten or on the periphery of society. Look at them… lepers, a widow, the paralysed, lame, deaf, blind and those presumed to 
be possessed by evil spirits.

2. All of his cures were governed by compassion and never done for show or attention. In fact, we know he pointedly refused to 
perform ‘any sign’ when asked to do so by the Pharisees (Mark 8).

3. All of his cures and miracles seem, somewhere in the mix, to involve faith. How frequently, like in today’s Gospel, Jesus says, 
“Your faith has saved (cured) you.”

Here there are already wonderful lessons for us to learn. Our actions (large and small, important and trivial) must be grounded in 
compassion and not done for show or favour; our actions, all of them, must prioritise the ‘poor’, the people Pope Francis calls ‘the 
excluded’; and our deeds, our words, must somehow call out to others to trust, to believe, to hope.

Today’s Gospel, that wonderfully simple story of Jesus curing the blind man, Bartimaeus, shows all three of these things.

He is poor – blind, a beggar, sitting at the side of the road, ignored, told to keep quiet.

Jesus acts out of compassion. Notice how Jesus doesn’t presume to know what Bartimaeus wants. He asks him, “What do you want me 
to do for you?”. He treats this forgotten and ragged man with the utmost respect, talking to him as an equal, a person with dignity, a 
person with a right to say out loud what he wants.

Somehow, Jesus sees in Bartimaeus a ‘faith’ which allows him to be healed. “Go; your faith has saved you.”

Now we must be very careful when we talk about ‘faith’. It is a word which has caused divisions within Christianity, led to heresies, 
and filled libraries with theological discussion. Perhaps for Jesus it was simpler? It was, I think, about trusting and believing in 
something. It was also about ‘asking’ for something, not in a mild or mediocre way but with tenacity and courage (I love the way Pope 
Francis puts it in The Joy of the Gospel, 264, “We need to pray insistently that he will once more touch our lives.” There is something 
about being ‘insistent’ which is important to ‘faith’).

Bartimaeus believes that Jesus can cure him, and he has the courage and tenacity (almost a cussed stubbornness) to insist, despite his 
blindness and poverty and rejection, that he is heard. And he was!

So, what of our faith? How much do I really, truly believe that God can cure me, save me, and our world? How courageous and 
tenacious am I prepared to be to make God’s presence real and active in my life, in our world? These are not easy questions to answer 
and may even leave us feeling a bit uncomfortable….. Brian-Director of Oblate Partners in Mission. oblates.ie

The Cycle of Prayer                                                                                                                                                             
Throughout Ordinary Time: Autumn we are asked to pray for 
the following intentions: The Harvest, the Fruits of Human 

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation,  Students and 
Teachers The Spread of the Gospel Justice and Peace in the 

World, Prisoners and their Families,  All Victims of War, 
Young People                                                                                                  

The Spread of the Gospel                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                                             

O God, whose will it is that all should be saved  and come to the 
knowledge of the truth,  look upon your abundant harvest 

and be pleased to send workers to gather it, that the Gospel may be 
preached to all creation and that your people, gathered by the word of 

life and sustained by the power of the Sacraments, 
may advance in the path of salvation and love. Roman Missal

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage                                                               
Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 2022. It is 
hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a 
Diocese once more.

In order to aid the planning stages, it would be helpful if 
you could indicate your interest in travelling to Lourdes in 
July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help 
or volunteer for any of the roles that support the smooth 
running of the Pilgrimage. Please contact 
lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of 
interest’ form.

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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