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 31st Sunday of Ordinary Time          31st October     
Solemnity - All Saints                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Theme:  Loving God and neighbour                                                                                          
‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and there is no other. 

To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and strength, and to 
love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more important than any holocaust or 

sacrifice.’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on Sundays at 

9.30am  and Tuesdays at 10.00am                                                               
It will be necessary to book for the Sunday Mass.  It will no longer 

be necessary to book for the Tuesday Mass.                                                                                 
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number of 
individuals or number in family group and a contact phone number.   

(Please book by 7pm on Saturday evening)                                                                                                      
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 

health situation and that of others.      

Mass today is offered for Eileen & Chris in thanksgiving for 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary.   Congratulations Chris 

and Eileen . 
                                                                                       

October  - Month of the Holy Rosary 
On the Sundays of October, there will be October devotions with 
the Rosary and Benediction at St. Mary Barnard Castle, 5.30pm. 

November - Month of the Holy Souls. 
During November we particularly remember and pray for our departed 
loved ones and all of the faithful departed. Here at St. Osmund’s we 
will be marking it in a few ways: the blessing of the graves will take 
place following Mass on Sunday 7 November. There are forms at the 
back of church for you to complete with the names of your departed 
family and friends – these will be placed next to the altar throughout 
November to be included in our prayers. During November, all free 
Masses will be Requiem Masses offered for the dead.

       The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 
www.stosmunds.co.uk    

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 
times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. 
Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in 
St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary journeys. Stay 
Safe                                               

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish:    Pat Avison, 
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Joan 
Towers, and Toni Neville.     

Win Griffin. May she rest in peace. 
Please pray also for the family that they 
may be given comfort and strength at this 
time of sorrow.                                                        
Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered 
by a Primary School teacher from 
Dunkeld.                                                                                                                

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on:  www.cafod.org.uk  Click 
here                                                                                                                   

Feast of the Holy Souls   
Tuesday 2nd November:
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31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 31st October 2021
Readings and Reflections 31st October  31st Sunday of Ordinary Time: Solemnity -All Saints 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart                                                                                               
Moses said to the people: ‘If you fear the Lord your 
God all the days of your life and if you keep all his laws 
and commandments which I lay on you, you will have a 
long life, you and your son and your grandson. Listen 
then, Israel, keep and observe what will make you 
prosper and give you great increase, as the Lord the 
God of your fathers has promised you, giving you a land 
where milk and honey flow.
‘Listen, Israel: the Lord our God is the one Lord. You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your strength. Let these words I 
urge on you today be written on your heart.’

Such are the men who seek your face, O Lord. 
The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 
the world and all its peoples. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm.

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The man with clean hands and pure heart, 
who desires not worthless things.

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 
and reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the men who seek him, 
seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Christ, because he remains for ever, can never 
lose his priesthood 
There used to be a great number of priests under the 
former covenant, because death put an end to each one 
of them; but this one, because he remains for ever, can 
never lose his priesthood. It follows, then, that his 
power to save is utterly certain, since he is living for 
ever to intercede for all who come to God through him.
  To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to be 
holy, innocent and uncontaminated, beyond the 
influence of sinners, and raised up above the heavens; 
one who would not need to offer sacrifices every day, as 
the other high priests do for their own sins and then for 
those of the people, because he has done this once and 
for all by offering himself. The Law appoints high 
priests who are men subject to weakness; but the 
promise on oath, which came after the Law, appointed 
the Son who is made perfect for ever.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life;
you have the message of eternal life. Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.’ Alleluia! 

'You are not far from the kingdom of God' 
One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question 
to him, ‘Which is the first of all the commandments?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord 
our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind and with all your strength. The second is 
this: You must love your neighbour as yourself. There is 
no commandment greater than these.’ The scribe said 
to him, ‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is 
true: that he is one and there is no other. To love him 
with all your heart, with all your understanding and 
strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself, this is 
far more important than any holocaust or sacrifice.’ 
Jesus, seeing how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are 
not far from the kingdom of God.’ And after that no 
one dared to question him any more.

Copyright:  Scripture  readings  from  the  Jerusalem  Bible  are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the  Psalms:  Copyright  ©  1963,  The  Grail  (England).  Used  with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 
Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                             
Bidding Prayers - St Osmund’s                                                         

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                   

READERS TRAINING – Monday 8 November 19:00 – 21:00 & Saturday 13 November 10:00 – 15:00 @ St Joseph’s, Stanley. As both 
of these locations are at a distance, if you are new to the ministry of reading, then training can be provided locally.

 Second Collection – there will be a second collection this week and next for Missio, the Pope’s Missionary Society. Gift aid envelopes are 
available at the back of church.

First reading Deuteronomy 6:2-6

Responsorial Psalm 17(18):2-4,47,51

Second reading Hebrews 7: 23-28

Gospel Acclamation cf.Jn6:63,68

Or: Jn14:23

Gospel Mark 12:28-34

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 31st October 2021
 Reflection on the Readings -  31st Sunday of Ordinary Time - Solemnity All Saints - 31st Oct.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                                             

Call to Sainthood                                                                                                                                                                                                               
When St. Paul wrote his letters to the first Christian communities he often began them: “To the Saints in Corinth, Rome, Ephesus etc.” 
He had no hesitation in referring to those first Christian communities as ‘saints’. He could see that all of those men and women who 
were followers of Jesus, carried within them the qualities for sainthood, and, all of them were called to be saints.

Too frequently when we think of ‘saint’ we think only of those exceptional ‘heroes’ of faith who laid down their lives, had mystical 
visions or gave up everything to follow Christ. These women and men were of course Saints, the ‘official’ saints of the Church, held up 
to us as examples of holiness in action.

We must beware, however, that we don’t leave our ‘saints’ living in shrines or on pedestals with candles before them and incense 
around them. Doing that can, too easily, become a cop out for us. We must not let ourselves look at them and say, “Great, but I could 
never be like that.” Ironically, we must beware that we don’t let the Saints prevent us from hearing the call all of us have to be Saints!

Pope Francis says it wonderfully: “the saints are not “supermen” or “superwomen” who are “born perfect,” but rather are ordinary 
people who followed God “with all their heart.” They are like us, they are like each of us, they are people who, before reaching the 
glory of heaven, lived a normal life, with joys and griefs, struggles and hopes,” 

In another place Pope Francis talks about what he terms the ‘saints next door’. They are: “the parents who raise their children with 
immense love, the men and women who work hard to support their families, the sick, the elderly who never lose their smile, our next 
door neighbours.”

Today’s Gospel presents us with, what you might call, the blueprint to Sainthood, the qualities we need to be saints. Blessed (Happy) 
are:
…the poor in spirit (those ground down by poverty, those on the periphery of society.)
…the gentle
…those who mourn (who suffer loss, who grieve, who struggle to believe)
…those who hunger and thirst for what is right. (who strive to be authentic and genuine)
…the merciful
…the pure in heart (the compassionate, who care from the heart)
…the peacemakers
…the persecuted in the cause of justice.

Looking at each of the qualities presented in the Sermon on the Mount, there is not one of them we don’t possess, and there is probably 
not one of them we haven’t lived, probably on many occasions, in our lives.

Putting them all together or living them all of the time is a different matter, but the truth is that the call of the Sermon on the Mount 
can be understood by us; all of the qualities are within us. Perhaps it is what is meant by being ‘created in God’s image and likeness’.

Today’s Gospel is the call to sainthood, a call we all receive and a challenge we all must face, not in fear and trembling, but with the 
assurance that the Risen Lord is with us and “we shall be comforted, be satisfied, be called sons and daughters of God, have mercy 
shown us, and that ours is the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Let us also remember that next week sees the start of COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland. It is, as we are all aware a crucial meeting in our 
planet’s response to climate change. It would be good to pray very particularly for all the leaders who will participate. Let us pray, 
maybe, that the qualities of today’s Gospel may be granted to them so that our World, groaning in pain at this time, may be healed and 
restored to the beauty God intended.

And as we said last week, let our prayer be ‘insistent’, made with courage and tenacity, believing that God is present to us, wanting 
nothing more than our happiness and the wellbeing of all creation.  Brian - Oblates of Mary Immaculate        oblates.ie

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage                                                                                                       
Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 2022. 
It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more.
In order to aid the planning stages, it would be helpful if you could indicate your interest in travelling to Lourdes in 
July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that support the smooth 
running of the Pilgrimage. Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of interest’ form.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 31st October 2021
Pope Francis’ Message on ‘Thought for the Day for COP26                                                                                                                                                                    

Pope Francis has urged world leaders to take “radical decisions” at next week’s global environmental 
summit in a special message recorded for BBC Radio 4’s Thought for the Day. 

Dear BBC listeners, good morning! 

Climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic have exposed our deep vulnerability and raised numerous doubts and 
concerns about our economic systems and the way we organize our societies.

We have lost our sense of security, and are experiencing a sense of powerlessness and loss of control over our lives.

We find ourselves increasingly frail and even fearful, caught up in a succession of “crises” in the areas of health care, 
the environment, food supplies and the economy, to say nothing of social, humanitarian and ethical crises. All these 
crises are profoundly interconnected. They also forecast a “perfect storm” that could rupture the bonds holding our 
society together within the greater gift of God’s creation.

Every crisis calls for vision, the ability to formulate plans and put them rapidly into action, to rethink the future of the 
world, our common home, and to reassess our common purpose.

These crises present us with the need to take decisions, radical decisions that are not always easy. At the same time, 
moments of difficulty like these also present opportunities, opportunities that we must not waste.

We can confront these crises by retreating into isolationism, protectionism and exploitation. Or we can see in them a 
real chance for change, a genuine moment of conversion, and not simply in a spiritual sense.

This last approach alone can guide us towards a brighter horizon. Yet it can only be pursued through a renewed sense 
of shared responsibility for our world, and an effective solidarity based on justice, a sense of our common destiny and a 
recognition of the unity of our human family in God’s plan for the world.

All this represents an immense cultural challenge. It means giving priority to the common good, and it calls for a 
change in perspective, a new outlook, in which the dignity of every human being, now and in the future, will guide our 
ways of thinking and acting.

The most important lesson we can take from these crises is our need to build together, so that there will no longer be 
any borders, barriers or political walls for us to hide behind. As we all know, we never emerge from a crisis alone, 
without others.

Some days ago, on 4 October, I met with religious leaders and scientists to sign a Joint Appeal in which we called 
upon ourselves and our political leaders to act in a more responsible and consistent manner. I was impressed by 
something said by one of the scientists present at that meeting. He told us: “If things continue as they are, in fifty 
years’ time my baby granddaughter will have to live in an unliveable world”.

We cannot allow this to happen!

It is essential that each of us be committed to this urgent change of direction, sustained by our own faith and 
spirituality. In the Joint Appeal, we spoke of the need to work responsibly towards a “culture of care” for our common 
home, but also for ourselves, and the need to work tirelessly to eliminate “the seeds of conflicts: greed, indifference, 
ignorance, fear, injustice, insecurity and violence”.

Humanity has never before had at its disposal so many means for achieving this goal. The political decision makers 
who will meet at COP26 in Glasgow are urgently summoned to provide effective responses to the present ecological 
crisis and in this way to offer concrete hope to future generations. And it is worth repeating that each of us – whoever 
and wherever we may be – can play our own part in changing our collective response to the unprecedented threat of 
climate change and the degradation of our common home. 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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