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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

25TH DECEMBER 2021  

 

 

 

  

 

 YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR 
Vivienne Hall,  Parker Hall-Haynes,  
Tracey Warburton & all the sick of the Parish. 
All who are ill in hospital or care homes and all 
who care for them. 
If you would like someone added to the prayer 
list, please advise the office. 

MASS INTENTIONS Fr Greg & Brother Robert are continuing to celebrate a daily 
Mass. Intentions can be posted to Fr Greg at the following address :  
St Teresa’s House, Harris Street, Darlington, DL1 4NL.  Don’t forget to include a  
preferred date if you have one.   
Mass Intentions can now be handed into the Parish Office or to Fr Greg, Brother 
Robert or Debbie at Mass. 
 
Friday 24th December      Humphries Family (St Teresa’s) 
                                              Deceased Members Ellis & Metcalfe Families (St Anne’s) 
Saturday 25th December  Blakeborough Family, Living & Deceased (St William’s) 
Sunday 26th December     James & Margaret Clitheroe (St William’s) 
                                                David Cory (St Teresa’s) 
Monday 27th December   Richard & Phyllis Blakeborough 
Tuesday 28th December   Ronnie & Deceased Members of Parks Family 
Wednesday 29th December  Kathleen & Ron Williams 
Thursday 30th December      Clare, Bill & Michael McDermott 
Friday 31st December            Pat & Mike Coggins 
Saturday 1st January             David Gale (St Anne’s) 
Sunday 2nd January               Billy Lythe RIP (St William’s) 
                                                   Margaret & Neville Patterson (St Teresa’s) 

For those whose anniversaries we have been 
asked to remember during the month of  

DECEMBER 
Elsie Ellis,  Doris Robinson 

Herbert William Shutt,  Doreen McFerran 
Ronnie Watson,  Frank Jarvis,  Tom Johnston 

Annie Robinson,  Pauline O’Hare 
Susan & John McKenna,  Ronnie Watson 

Joseph McCormack,  Richard McLeod 
Susan Ryder,  John Marsden 

George Hersey,  Christopher Wardell 
Freddy Wardell,  Alice Kavanagh 
Kitty Kavanagh,  Mary Monaghan 

Winnie Grantham,  John Clark 
Francis Eric Todd,  John Morrigan 

 
May They Rest in Peace 

FEAST DAYS 

Sunday : The Holy Family of Jesus,  

                 Mary & Joseph 

Monday : St John, Apostle & Evangelist 

Tuesday : The Holy Innocents 

Wednesday : St Thomas Becket 

Welcomer 
Seating 
Communion 
1st Reading 
2nd Reading 
3rd Reading 
4th Reading 
B Prayers 

Rotas                           Christmas Eve 

There are lists at the back of church to 
add your name if you would like to     
volunteer for any of the roles. Thank you 

Brother Robert and I would like to 
thank everyone for their kind good 

wishes, cards and gifts this Christmas, 

and we wish you and your loved ones 
every blessing of this Holy Season.  

God bless, 
Fr. Greg. 

MASS TIMES IN LOCAL CHURCHES 
 
The next Mass here at St Anne’s will be 
on New Years Day at 5.00pm. 
 
Christmas Day       
St Williams     9.00am 
 
Boxing Day 
Feast of The Holy Family 
St Williams      9.00am 
St Teresa’s      10.30am 
 

Ruth  
Brendan 
Brendan 
Mary McDonogh 
Ray Abbott 
Martina Howe 
Julie Seddon 
Tony McLay 

CRIB COLLECTION 
Once again we shall be supporting the Pope’s 
Charity, Missio under the auspices of Mission  
Together. This is a special part of Missio which 
has the slogan ‘Children Helping Children’ so it is 
apposite that the Child Jesus in the Crib reaches 
out to children in need. But He can only do this 
with your help, so once again I ask you to be 
generous with your donations to the Crib  
Collection which is open now and the basket is in 
the crib. This will stay open until the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. Many thanks, 
and God bless you and your family. 
Fr. Greg Price, Diocesan Director of 
Missio. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

CHURCH HALLS & MEETING SPACES  Our Church services take place in a well-controlled environment if all guidelines are followed, but 
this is not true for church halls and meeting spaces.  Socialising and most other forms of group activity in our church halls and meeting 
spaces present a very serious risk of COVID transmission.  We do have controls in place in our halls but it is much more difficult to 
maintain social distancing; so the much more transmissible Omicron variant has an ideal environment in which to spread.   
Bishop Robert recommends that we close our church Halls and meeting spaces to all groups and activities from  
Friday 17th December.  They should remain closed until further notice. 
A further review of COVID controls relating to church halls will take place in January when the effects of the Omicron variant may be 
apparent. 

GOD IS NOT A MAN IN THE SKY  A book for children to explain the big 
questions they may have! 
‘Our universe has not always existed.  It had a beginning; it was created by 
God.’  This book will tell you who God is, why he  
created the universe, and what the meaning and  
purpose of our lives is. 
Copies are for sale at St Anne’s Church or can be  
ordered online at 
www.franciscanpublishing.com. 

DIOCESAN COVID CONTROLS  Please be aware 
some COVID controls remain in place in our 
churches.  
Hand sanitiser - use of hand sanitiser on  
entering and leaving church. 
Face coverings - all those attending church 
should wear a face covering unless they are  
exempt from doing so.  
Social Distancing and Capacity of Churches  
reduced church capacities based on a minimum 
of 1M spacing between households should  
continue. 
Congregational Singing  Face coverings should 
be worn by members of the congregation whilst 
singing together. 
Stand or sit - we are advised not to kneel at this 
time. 
Sign of Peace will remain suspended. 

SUNDAY OBLIGATION The Bishops of England 
& Wales have issued a joint statement  
regarding our observance of Sunday. Given the 
prevailing conditions, they have decided that it 
would not be right to reinstate the Sunday  
obligation to attend Mass at the present;  
however, they strongly urge us all to place the 
worship of God at the centre of Sunday, 
attending Mass where possible, but also trying 
to make sure that other activities do not draw 
us away from him. https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/bishops-statement-
honouringsunday/  

CAFOD - AFGANISTAN APPEAL   As we prepare for Christmas in the UK,  
Afghanistan’s harsh winter is setting in.  23 million people are now unable to 
feed themselves daily. Whole regions of the country are on the brink of  
famine. Millions have fled their homes, the overwhelming majority women 
and children. Temperatures usually reach -12 in Afghan winters. The DEC of 
which CAFOD are a member are this week launching an Afghanistan crisis  
appeal which you’ll see in UK broadcast media.  We are asking you firstly to 
join us in praying for Afghanistan.  We know too that you are facing your 
own challenges. But if it is within your capacity to do so, we would welcome 
donations for our Afghanistan appeal at CAFOD.org.uk. 
 CAFOD has worked with local partners in Afghanistan for many years. They 
and our and sister agencies are assessing need and responding.  We know 
the Catholic community will want to express their compassion for our  
brothers and sisters in Afghanistan who have suffered so much. Gifts will 
provide food, clean water, and winter fuel to vulnerable families. In Advent 
we open our hearts to welcome Jesus. As we wait in joyful anticipation, 
thank you for looking and responding to the needs of others. Let us hold the 
people of Afghanistan in prayer before God. 

“She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them at the inn.”                                                                           

Luke 2:7 

Christ Jesus, as we celebrate your 

birth in a stable we remember all 

those among us who are left out, 

who live in poverty,  

who are homeless and who long to 

go home.   

Make room in our hearts for our sisters and brothers, 

so that we may reach out to them in love.  Amen. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS 
Many Thanks to all who helped to clean and 
prepare our church for Christmas. 
Your help is very much  
appreciated. 

There is a box in the porch if you 

would like to donate to Christmas 

Flowers for the Church.   

Thank you. 

NORTHERN CATHOLIC CALENDAR  is available to 
buy.  There are a few copies in the porch. The cost is 
£3.00 - please put the money in the Piety Box.  
Many Thanks. 

ST JOHN OF GOD CALENDAR  There are free copies 
of the St John of God Calendar and annual report in 
the Porch - please take one. 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Afghanistan-crisis-appeal

