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Theme:  Rejoice                                                                                                                            
‘I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your 

happiness. Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near.’                       

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on Sundays at 
9.30am and Tuesdays at 10.00am. 

 It will no longer be necessary to book for the Sunday or Tuesday 
Masses.  

However, the capacity limits to allow safe social distancing 
remain in place. Should the safe capacity of the church be reached 

there will, unfortunately, be no further admittance .                                  
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind 

your own health situation and that of others.  

Following the Government announcement on December 7th it is 
now mandatory to wear a mask in Church unless medically 

exempt.  
    

Christmas Services 
Parish Masses at Gainford 

Friday 24 December, 6pm, Carols followed by Vigil Mass at 6.30pm
Saturday 25 December, 9.30am, Mass

Booking will be required for both of these services - Details to follow

Family Mass 
The Family Mass on Thursday 2nd of December was well attended 
with families of children and young people along with parishioners.                
Fr. Thomas welcomed all and spoke of our journey together with 
God as our friend.  As God is kind to us we too must follow this 
example and be kind to everyone we meet on our journey.

Advent 
To assist our journey through this season the Diocese has prepared 
booklets with reflections for each week in Advent. A few copies of 

these will be available in church, or they can be found on-line: 
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal 

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 
www.stosmunds.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                           

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 
times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. 
Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in 
St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary journeys. Stay 
Safe                                               

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish:    Pat Avison, 
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Joan 
Towers, and Toni Neville.     

                                                

Children’sLiturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered 
by a Primary School teacher from 
Dunkeld.                                                                                                                

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on:  www.cafod.org.uk  Click 
here                                                                                                                   

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason  e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdhn.org.uk                                           
Tel: 01833 631457      Mobile: : 07876 308657

Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 
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Readings and Reflections                        3rd Sunday of Advent                            12th December          

The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;
you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult with joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.

The rejoicing of a redeemed people 

Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is 
the Holy One of Israel.                                              
Truly, God is my salvation, 
I trust, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord is my strength, my song, 
he became my saviour. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 
Declare the greatness of his name.

Sing a psalm to the Lord 
for he has done glorious deeds; 
make them known to all the earth! 
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

The Lord is very near 
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I 
repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your 
tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. 
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you 
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much 
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts 
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor.
Alleluia! 

'Someone is coming who will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire' 
When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he 
answered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he must share with 
the man who has none, and the one with something to 
eat must do the same.’ There were tax collectors too 
who came for baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master, 
what must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more 
than your rate.’ Some soldiers asked him in their turn, 
‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, 
‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your 
pay!’
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, 
who were beginning to think that John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the 
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never 
go out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he 
said to exhort the people and to announce the Good 
News to them.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 
and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt 
Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                             

 Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                   

First reading Zephaniah 3:14-18

Responsorial Psalm Isaiah 12

Second reading Philipians 4:4-7

Gospel Acclamation Is61:1(Lk4:8)

Gospel  Luke 3:10-18

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Reflection on the Readings   3rd Sunday of Advent 12th December                                                                                                                                                                                            
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                           

Gaudete Sunday 
This Third Sunday in Advent is full of comfort and joy. In our Latin past it was called “Gaudete Sunday,” (gaudete meaning rejoice.) 
The liturgy bids us be happy, not to worry, for the Lord is near. And if we want the peace of God in our hearts, that peace will be ours, 
if we ask God for it. St Paul says, “There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with 
prayer and thanksgiving.” He tells us not to wait until after God has granted our requests before saying thanks. Even as we ask, we 
should be giving thanks. One of the things to thank God for at the end of this year is all the good done by so many good people in our 
time.

Wherever there is evil, God will see that brave, resolute souls rise up to combat it. Such was the work done by St John the Baptist, as 
described by St Luke. People were prepared to walk all the way from Jerusalem down to near Jericho in the deep Jordan valley, on the 
edge of the desert — all of fifteen miles each way — in order to see John, this charismatic figure living as an ascetic in the desert 
around the Dead Sea. Having heard him, many stayed to be baptised by him. But they were full of the uncertainty that can surface in 
all of us if we take time to cast a critical eye on the kind of life we are leading.

“What must we do?” they asked him; and John spelled out his answer in no uncertain terms. While their request showed their 
willingness to change, it also showed that they were lacking in clear insight about what is right human behaviour. “Love and do what 
you will,” was to be the motto of St Augustine, meaning that if people have total inner commitment to God, then they will be incapable 
of doing wrong, they will know instinctively what is right from the promptings of the Spirit within them.

John the Baptist tried to change his listeners’ hearts by telling them not to be grasping, not to take from others more than a just return 
for services rendered, but rather to help those in need. “If anyone has two cloaks, he must share with the man who has none.” “Give 
your blood,” the ancient monks in the desert used to say, “and you will possess the Spirit.” The society to which John was addressing 
himself — as indeed Jesus did later — was to collapse because of its lack of spiritual depth, its over concern with externals, as 
evidenced by the Pharisees, its pursuit of a narrow-minded nationalism, as seen in the Zealots who resorted to violence and 
assassination in their hatred of the Romans.

The greatest danger to the continuation of any society becomes a reality when most of its members become motivated by selfish 
concerns, greed and covetousness. The message that our own society invariably highlights is not, alas, that of sharing cloaks, but of 
wearing outfits that are better, more comfortable, more in keeping with the size of one’s pay differential. The sad thing is that all this 
unbridled seeking for earthly comforts, this concern with the cares of life, pulls us further and further away from the yearning for 
himself, that God has placed within all of us. It turns us away from the things of the Spirit, and from the pursuit of religious idealism. 
Prayerfully then, and in the presence of God, let us give thanks to the Father in this Mass, for the gift of his divine Son, who in its 
celebration makes us one with himself. Let us ask for the peace of God, as Sacred scripture urges us, for that abiding peace which is so 
much greater than we can ever understand, so much greater than anything this world can ever offer us. And we can be assured that 
for all who faithfully do this the reward will be everlasting.  associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

The Cycle of Prayer                                                                                                                                                                
Intentions 

Throughout Advent and Christmas we are asked to pray 
for the following intentions: Openness to the Word of 
God: 
Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers 

Migrants and Refugees 
Background 
On  December  3rd  the  Church  commemorates  St  Francis 
Xavier. This is the day chosen by the Pontifical Council for 
the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People to mark 
World Migration Day. Each year there is a message from the 
Holy Father reflecting on the 'signs of the times'.
Asylum seekers and refugees — I wish to underline how the 
tendency  is  to  stop  at  the  question  of  their  arrival  while 
disregarding the reasons for which they left their native land. 
[Benedict XVI - Message for World Migration 

                
Migrants and Refugees

Prayer 
Lord, no one is a stranger to you 

and no one is ever 
far from your loving care. 

In your kindness watch over 
refugees and exiles, 

those separated from their loved ones, 
young people who are lost, 

and those who have left 
or run away from home. 
Bring them back safely 

to the place where they long to be 
and help us always 

to show your kindness 
to strangers and those in need.                                                   
Roman Missal: For Refugees and Exiles

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle  Lourdes Pilgrimage                                                                                                             
Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 

2022. It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more.                                                                      
In order to aid the planning stages, it would be helpful if you could indicate your interest in travelling to 

Lourdes in July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that 
support the smooth running of the Pilgrimage. Please contact  lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of 

interest’ form.

Handel’s Messiah during Advent – Organised by St. Mary’s Church of England Parish Gainford. 
Over the course of four Tuesday evenings we will listen to the whole of the oratorio followed by a talk on the 
music and biblical texts by Canon Neil Russell. There will be time for discussion before closing with a short 
act of worship
We will meet from 7-30pm till 9-00pm in the Supper Room of Gainford Village Hall on the following 
Tuesdays: 30th November, 7th, 14th, & 21st December. Please phone (01325 733140) or email 
(canonneil@gmail.com) if you would like to join the course. There is no charge but a donation towards the 
cost of the hire of the hall would be appreciated./

Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 
Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 2022. Our helpers are all volunteers and in order 
to go ahead successfully in 2022 we urgently need new volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, 
washing up and clearing the dining hall. We also need caretaking staff who would be able to carry out a 
cleaning role. The work is tiring but also fun (you would be joining an established and very welcoming team) 
and the young people benefit enormously from a  traditional seaside type holiday. The commitment can be 
for as little as three days a year in Term Time  or  more if you are able to help on multiple weeks or through 
the Summer Holidays. All helpers will be required to obtain a free Diocessan DBS check and some training. 
If you are interested please visit our website https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/about-camp 
                          

Call for Donations - Seafarers Mission                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
At Christmas last year the joint Stella Maris and Mission to Seafarers efforts brought some 800 Christmas 
packages to seafarers – and thus some light into their lives. They came into Teesport and Hartlepool over 
Advent and the 12 days till Epiphany. Donations from parishes in the region were the main contributors. 
This year we would like to match these numbers. We are looking for donations of shoeboxes made up with 
woolly hats, gloves, socks, and/or toiletries (incl. for women), chocolates or other treats and assigned card. 
Contributions can be left at Church 

Organ Recital 
Peter Locke will give an Organ Recital at the Cathedral Church of Saint Nicholas, in Newcastle, on Monday, 
the 20th December, at 1.05pm. The recital will have an Advent and Christmas theme, and will feature music 
inspired by the Gregorian Chant of the Church.

Churches Together in Gainford Carol Service 
Sunday 19 December, 2pm on the village green. All most welcome, especially families and children.

Feast Days this week:                                                                                                                                                                                    
Monday 13th December: St. Lucy                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Tuesday 7th December: St. John of the Cross          

                                                                     Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead                                                                          
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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