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The Law of God was read to the 
Jewish people so that they could know 
what God thought was good for them. 

For Christians, to obey the law of 
Christ is to be free of captivity, 

blindness and oppression.  
God's time of favour is now. 
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St Augustine’s Church is open for Sunday 9.15am  & 6.30pm Mass  
along with weekday masses 

The number to ring to book in for Sunday 9.15am mass 

 07786 615638 
(This phone is only available on a Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 6.8pm) 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended, 

 

Sunday 23rd January – 9.15am – Hugh & Kathleen Tinney  RIP 

Sunday 23rd January – 6.30pm – D/M O’Donnell Family 

Sunday 30th January – 9.15am – Jack & Catherine Hopkinson  RIP 

Sunday 30th January – 6.30pm – T Agnes  RIP 

 

Bishop Robert has asked us to retain most of the COVID control measures 

and cleaning protocols that are in place.  These were reviewed again in 

November with no change - and will be reviewed in February. 
 

A REMINDER for when attending Mass: 

• You must continue to book for Sunday 9.15am Mass. The number 

to ring      

      07786 615638   Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 6-8pm ONLY 

• No bookings required for the Sunday evening or weekday masses 

• Please continue to wear a face covering 

• Sanitise hands on entry to the Church  

• Social distancing- please sit in the places marked, family groups 

can sit together.  There should be 1m between each household. 

• You can now join in the singing behind your mask.  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Will be on Mondays from 11-12 noon, before the 12.15pm Mass.  Please 

consider coming to sit with Jesus for a while.  No need to stay the whole 

time, a short visit is fine. 
 
 

FIRST COMMUNION 

The sessions continue again on Thursday and the parents will also meet at 

6pm in Church, the same time as their children. 

 



 

 

JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP    

St Augustine’s SVP Conference wish to thank everyone who 

contributed so generously to the Christmas collection. With 

your help, we can continue to support families and individuals 

in need in our community. We will continue to contribute both 

time and finance to the food bank at St Columba’s church. Some members of 

our conference are involved in the Sunday Stop initiative, which provides a 

good quality meal and companionship to vulnerable people in our area. 

 

SVP South Sudan Crib Appeal. Thank you for your generous donations to our 

annual Crib appeal. With your help, our conference was able to contribute 

£500 to the work of the SVP in South Sudan. 

About South Sudan 

South Sudan gained independence in 2011 after years of civil war, making it 

the world's newest country - and one of its poorest. 2.4 million people are 

displaced and 6.2 million are in urgent need of assistance.  The work of local 

SVP groups in South Sudan includes running baby feeding centres which feed 

hundreds of children a week, providing free life-saving medical treatment at 

SVP medical centres, and offering vocational training for young people to 

help them learn a trade. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day takes place on 27 January each year and is a time 

to remember the millions of people murdered during the Holocaust, under 

Nazi Persecution and in the genocides which followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, 

Bosnia and Darfur. This year the theme is Lighting the darkness against 

prejudice and hatred.  On Thursday 27th January, light a candle and place it 

in your window for one hour from 8pm or use your social media with a post 

either of a candle or the image below.   

 

 
And Finally“Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot 
change their minds cannot change anything.” 
-George Bernard Shaw 



 

 

DHN JUSTICE & PEACE REFUGEE PROJECT 

THANK YOU from the Diocesan Justice and Peace Refugee Project for our 

donation to them from the Christmas collection.  This will help them to 

sustain financial help to those detitute asylum seekers, and in replenishing 

food stocks to make up food bags for both the destitute and those who are 

in the process of applying for refugee status. 
 

 

This project need your food donations. Any of the following priority items will 

be gratefully received: - tinned tomatoes, chickpeas, fish (tuna, sardines in 
oil or water only), toilet rolls, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deodorant.  

A basket will at the back of Church, under the shelf, where you can leave your 

donations. If you would prefer to make a financial donation you can do so 

either by bank transfer to: - A/C name: - DHN Justice & Peace Refugee 

Project, Sort Code: - 40-34-18 A/C No: - 52854058 or by Cheque in the 

name of above account and sent/given to me.  Marjory Knowles (J & P 

Treasurer) Marjory.knowles@gmail.com 

 

DIOCESAN VACANCIES 

• Health and Safety Officer to co-ordinate and manage all aspects  

          of health and safety across the Diocese. Full-time, permanent 

• Senior Administrator to manage and provide high quality 

          administration support for the Department for Education. 

Both positions are full-time and permanent. 

 

For further information and details of how to apply please visit 

www.diocesehn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301 
 

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A PRIEST?  

The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an overnight retreat for men 

aged 18+ to discern whether God is calling them to the Priesthood.  

Date Friday 25th February 2022 5.00pm to Saturday 26th February 

(after lunch)  

Place Minsteracres Retreat Centre, Minsteracres, Consett, DH8 9RT 

Cost £50 (including meals and accommodation)  

Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a place or for 

more information. Email vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk Telephone 

01670 812 200 Bookings to be made by Thursday 10th February. 

http://www.diocesehn.org.uk/


 

 

SPUC – WHITE FLOWER APPEAL 

There will be a second collection today to protect Pro-Life speech. 
 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) is the oldest pro-

life campaigning and educational organisation in the world.  

They campaign to end abortion in England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland 

and internationally. They advocate the need for a consistent life ethic – one 

that values the lives of all human beings – and so we also campaign against 

other direct threats to the lives of vulnerable individuals, such as euthanasia 

and embryo abuse. 

 

Why "White Flower"? 
People often ask why our annual appeal is called the “White Flower Appeal”. 

The name was originally inspired by the work of the Weiße Rose (White Rose) 

movement, a non-violent, intellectual resistance to the Nazis in Germany at 

the height of the Second World War. They became known for an anonymous 

leafleting and graffiti campaign that lasted 8 months between 1942 and 

1943. 

In February 1943 Hans and Sophie Scholl, two of the group's core active 

members, were caught and arrested. Following interrogation, they were tried 

by the Gestapo and beheaded along with four others. The Weiße Rose and 

Sophie Scholl have been the subject of a number of films retelling the story 

of their bravery to new generations. 

The White Rose still serves as an example to us of what can be achieved by 

standing up for what is right. 

 

 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage Preparations are 

beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 

5th August 2022. It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel 

together as a Diocese once more. In order to aid the planning stages, it 

would be helpful if you could indicate your interest in travelling to Lourdes in 
July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for 

any of the roles that support the smooth r unning of the Pilgrima ge. Plea se 

contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. 
 

 



 

 

First Reading; Nehemiah 8:2-6.8-10 

 

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting of men, 

women, and children old enough to understand. This was the first day of the 

seventh month. On the square before the Water Gate, in the presence of the 

men and women, and children old enough to understand, he read from the 

book from early morning till noon; all the people listened attentively to the 

Book of the Law. 

  

Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose. In full view 

of all the people - since he stood higher than all the people - Ezra opened the 

book; and when he opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the 

Lord, the great God, and all the people raised their hands and answered 

Amen! Amen!; then they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated 

themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God, translating 

and giving the sense, so that the people understood what was read. 

  

Then Nehemiah - His Excellency - and Ezra, priest and scribe (and the Levites 

who were instructing the people) said to all the people, This day is sacred to 

the Lord your God. Do not be mournful, do not weep. For the people were all in 

tears as they listened to the words of the Law. 

  

He then said, Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to 

the man who has nothing prepared ready. For this day is sacred to our Lord. 

Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.  

 

Psalm 

Your words are spirit, Lord, 

And they are life. 

 

Second Reading:  1 Corinithians 12:12-14.27 

 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit 

because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In 

the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as 

citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.  

Now you together are Christ's body; but each of you is a different part of it.  



 

 

Gospel: Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

 

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the 

events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were handed down 

to us by those who from the outset were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 

word, I in my turn, after carefully going over the whole story from the 

beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so 

that your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching is that you 

have received. 

  

Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his 

reputation spread throughout the countryside. He taught in their 

synagogues and everyone praised him. 

  

He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read, and 

they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found 

the place where it is written: 

 

 The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 

 for he has anointed me. 

 He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

 to proclaim liberty to captives 

 and to the blind new sight, 

 to set the downtrodden free, 

 to proclaim the Lord's year of favour. 

 

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And 

all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, 

'This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.' 

 
 

© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission.



 

 

 

REFLECTION – Grace is unlimited 

Human beings are frail and foolish. 

We have been told that grace is to be found in the universe. 

But in our human foolishness and short-sightedness 

we imagine divine grace to be finite, and for this reason we tremble. 

But the moment comes when our eyes are opened, 

and we see that grace is infinite. 

Grace demands nothing from us 

but that we await it with confidence 

and acknowledge it with gratitude. 

Grace makes no conditions and singles out none of us in particular. 

Grace takes us all to its bosom 

and proclaims a general amnesty.              (Isak Dinesen) 

 
 

BAPTISM COURSE                                                                  

 

Where? St Augustine’s Parish Centre/Church 

When? Thursday 17th February 2022 

                         6.30pm – 8.30pm 
 

We are unsure if we will be able to hold this in the Parish Centre, if not we 

plan to have it in Church. 

Please let us know if you will be attending, either by telephone on 266602 or 

by email info@staugustineschurch.org.uk. 

Please note that Face Coverings are to be worn until seated. 

 

PARISH CENTRE NEWS 

Hello everyone Emma (Bar Manager) here.  I can’t believe we’ve now been 

closed for one month!  To cheer you up I would like to offer you half price 

Tetley’s Beer to take away. 

Bring your own containers down this weekend and we’ll fill them up.  

That will make it only £1.20 a pint! 

This offer will be available 6-8pm  Friday 21st, Saturday 22nd and 

Sunday 23rd January. 

Please wait outside when you arrive, wear a mask and follow social 

distancing.  See you all soon. 

mailto:info@staugustineschurch.org.uk


 

 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER VIGIL AT DERWENTSIDE IRC 

A monthly interfaith prayer vigil has been held outside the 

barrier to the Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre 

since August. During the last few weeks, women have been 

moved into the Centre which is now England’s main IRC for women and will 

eventually detain 80 women who are seeking asylum. The prayer vigils will 

continue  -  both to pray for the women and to stand in solidarity with them.  

As a faith community, we are called to witness to justice and compassion. 

Please participate in the prayer vigil if you can. The next dates planned are 

Sunday 6th February, Sunday 6th March and Sunday 3rd April. The vigil begins 

at 3.00pm and the short prayer service incorporates a time of silence. The 

postcode for the centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 6QY. To avoid 

disruption to local residents, park away from the site if you can. If you are 

unable to join in person, please join in prayer from home at 3.00pm. For more 

information, contact Liz Archibald  

at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 

 

 

 

HOLY ISLAND VINNIE CAMP 2022 

Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 2022. Our helpers are 

all volunteers and to go ahead successfully in 2022 we urgently need new 

volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, washing up and clearing 

the dining hall. We also need caretaking staff who would be able to carry out 

a cleaning role. The work is tiring but also fun (you would be joining an 

established and very welcoming team) and the young people benefit 

enormously from a traditional seaside type holiday. The commitment can be 

for as little as three days a year in Term Time or more if you are able to help 

on multiple weeks or through the Summer Holidays. All helpers will be 

required to obtain a free Diocesan DBS check and some training. If you are 

interested, please visit our website https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-

island/about-camp 
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January seems to be the time for clear outs, renewals and reminders – 

here’s another couple ….. 

GIFT AID 

To comply with Gift Aid and GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) 

Legislation, please could you advise us (contact details below) if 

1. You no longer pay sufficient income or capital gains tax to cover the 

amount of Gift Aid claimed by the Diocese 

2. Your name and/or address has changed. 

If you are new to the Parish or have any queries, please get in touch so we 

have your contact details on record and can advise you if you are eligible to 

use Gift Aid which adds 25p extra to the Parish Collection for every £1 

donated - at no cost to you. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 

We will shortly be ordering envelopes and are anxious to meet all parishioners’ 

needs whilst minimising costs.  Could you please let us know (contact details 

below) whether or not you would like envelopes for April 2022 onwards?   

You can contact us at giftaid.staugustines@gmail.com or via Barbara in the 

Parish Office.       Thank you 

Debbie Irving  -   Gift Aid Co-ordinator 

 

 
 

THANK YOU to those parishioners who donate by standing order every month, and 

those who have changed from envelope to standing order. 

our bank details are as follows: 

St Augustine  

(HSBC)    Bank Account No.  11163914   Sort Code  40-34-18 

 

 

 

Thank you for monies received in December 2021 

Loose Plate   £926             Gift Aid  £3,286            Non Gift Aid  £264 
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The most familiar journey is the Road to Emmaus which gives us the signposts on 

our Synod pilgrimage.  We are invited to recall our experiences, re-read those 

experiences in greater depth, open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and 

gather the fruits to share.  We are pilgrims ‘journeying together’ whose listening 

and speaking is that of those who seek and not that of those who believe they 

have found. 

The synod questions are framed within Emmaus to help us see where the 

questions are pointing and where the Holy Spirit is guiding us as we reflect 

together on this Synod pilgrimage. 

• In what ways do the Mass and the Sacraments inspire us to a deeper  

 encounter with Jesus?  How does prayer change how we understand our  

 involvement in the mission of the Church?  What flows out from the Mass  

          and the Sacraments to our local communities? 

• How does our identity and action as Church relate to the Great commission 

of Jesus to make disciples of all the nations (Matt. 28:18-20)?  What 

formation do we need to be more committed to the mission of the Church?  

How are we having an impact and making a difference? 

• In what ways does our Church community speak to society?  How can we 

have further impact in this area?  In what ways can we develop dialogue with 

those who hold different views? 
 

 

FOOD BANK – please take any donations direct to the Food Banks. 

King’s Foodbank Opening Times: Mon, Wed & Fri, 1pm – 3pm 

Find us on Facebook   Tel. 01325 469884 

King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe Road, Darlington DL3 0QT 

St.Columba’s Opening Times:  Friday, 11:00am – 12:00noon  

St.Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave, Darlington DL1 5EE 

If you know of anybody in need please contact John Kilgour at, 

JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk or phone the office (266602) and leave a message. 

You can donate directly by bank transfer to The SVP or Kings Foodbank for 

details please contact John on the email - JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk. 

mailto:JohnK@svp-tyne.org.uk


 

 

 
23rd January 2022                                      3rd Sunday of Year C 

Sunday  
 

9.15am Mass live streamed 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 
St Augustine’s 

9.15 am 
 

6.30 pm 

Hugh & Kathleen Tinney  RIP 
 
D/M O’Donnell Family 

Monday St Augustine’s 11.00 am 
 

12.15pm 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament till 12 noon 
NO MASS 

Tuesday    

Wednesday St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Thanksgiving (DT) 

Thursday  St Augustine’s 12.15pm Safe Journey to Kumi 

Friday St Augustine’s 7.00 pm Special Intention 

Saturday St Augustine’s 10.00 am Kevin McKeown  RIP 

Sunday 30th January 
4th Sunday of Year C 

St Augustine’s & 
Live-Streamed 
St Augustine’s 

9.15 am 
 

6.30 pm 

Jack & Catherine Hopkinson RIP 
 
T Agnes  RIP 

 
 
 
THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

Please remember Fr Gary Dickson, Fr Michael McKenna & all 
priests and religious in the diocese and people of the parish 
who have health problems.   
Also the sick & housebound of the parish - Michelle Butler,  
Betty Smith, Michael Grogan, Doris Trees, Sylvia McGee, Iris 
McCready, Anna Lloyd, John Appleton and those looking after 
them. 

LATELY DEAD      Ian Cowan, John Trees (Doris Trees’ brother) 

ANNIVERSARIES January Anniversaries –  Osmund Poad, John Daley, Jack 
& Jimmy Taylor, Elsie Morton, Noreen Jameson, Peter 
Taylor, William Lisle, Kevin McKeown, Valerie Haigh, 
Clifford Hutchinson, Stephen Love, Patrick Crooks, 
Edward Jones, Margaret Patterson, Hilda & Domenico 
Bambino, Maureen Harrison, Tommy Marley, Peter 
Gilligan, Rose Cowan, Brian Simpson, Dorothy Catterall, 
Neville Patterson, Michael White, Christopher Hammond.       
May they rest in peace. 

 
 

 

 
 

Friends are quiet angels who lift us to our feet 
when our wings have trouble remembering how 
to fly.  
 


