
2nd Sunday of Christmas     2nd January 2022

 

 

Welcome to all 
To regular worshippers, family, friends and 
especially if you are visiting St. Osmund’s. 

May we be filled with the peace and graces of 
Christmas at this time and throughout the 

coming year

Very best wishes for a Happy and Holy Christmas and a 
Healthy New Year  

The 2nd Sunday of Christmas         2nd January                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Theme:  He dwelt among us                                                                                                                          

The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, 
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and 

truth.

It will no longer be necessary to book for the Sunday or 
Tuesday Masses. 

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on 
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10.00am. 

However, the capacity limits to allow safe social distancing remain 
in place. Should the safe capacity of the church be reached there 

will, unfortunately, be no further admittance .                                 
In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your 

own health situation and that of others. 

Following the Government announcement on December 7th it is 
now mandatory to wear a mask in Church unless medically exempt. 

Thursday 6th January - Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
Mass at St. Osmund’s  12 Noon                                                                                     

It will not be necessary to book for this Mass
   

The Weekly Bulletin is available online at: 
www.stosmunds.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                           

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 
times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. 
Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in 
St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do 
not make any unnecessary journeys. Stay 
Safe                                               

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish:    Pat Avison, 
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Joan 
Towers, and Toni Neville.     

                                                

Children’sLiturgy                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered 
by a Primary School teacher from 
Dunkeld.                                                                                                                

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on:  www.cafod.org.uk  Click 
here                                                                                                                   

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason  e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdhn.org.uk                                           
Tel: 01833 631457      Mobile: : 07876 308657

Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Teens---Kids-Website/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/
http://www.cafod.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
http://www.stosmunds.co.uk
mailto:gainford.stosmunds@rcdhn.org.uk
tel:07876%20308657
http://www.stosmunds.co.uk


2nd Sunday of Christmas     2nd January 2022
Readings and Reflections             2nd Sunday of Christmas                                      2nd January         

From eternity, in the beginning, God created wisdom 
Wisdom speaks her own praises, in the midst of her 
people she glories in herself. She opens her mouth in 
the assembly of the Most High, she glories in herself in 
the presence of the Mighty One;
‘Then the creator of all things instructed me, and he 
who created me fixed a place for my tent. He said, 
“Pitch your tent in Jacob, make Israel your inheritance.”
From eternity, in the beginning, he created me, and for 
eternity I shall remain.                                                          
I ministered before him in the holy tabernacle, and thus 
was I established on Zion. In the beloved city he has 
given me rest, and in Jerusalem I wield my authority. I 
have taken root in a privileged people, in the Lord’s 
property, in his inheritance.’

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 
Zion, praise your God! 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates 
he has blessed the children within you.

He established peace on your borders, 
he feeds you with finest wheat. 
He sends out his word to the earth 
and swiftly runs his command.

He makes his word known to Jacob, 
to Israel his laws and decrees. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 
he has not taught them his decrees.

Before the world was made, God chose us in Christ 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of 
heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose 
us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to 
live through love in his presence, determining that we 
should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ 
for his own kind purposes, to make us praise the glory 
of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved.
That will explain why I, having once heard about your 
faith in the Lord Jesus, and the love that you show 
towards all the saints, have never failed to remember 
you in my prayers and to thank God for you. May the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give 
you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is 
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see 
what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he 
has promised the saints will inherit.

Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to you, O Christ, 
proclaimed to the pagans. Glory be to you, O Christ, 
believed in by the world. Alleluia! 

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us 
In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things came to be, not one thing had its being but 
through him. All that came to be had life in him and 
that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the 
dark, a light that darkness could not overpower.
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the 
light, only a witness to speak for the light.                        
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world. He was in the world 
that had its being through him, and the world did not 
know him. He came to his own domain and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who did accept 
him he gave power to become children of God, to all 
who believe in the name of him who was born not out 
of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but of 
God himself.
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we 
saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.
John appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the 
one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks 
before me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from 
his fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in 
return for grace, since, though the Law was given 
through Moses, grace and truth have come through 
Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is 
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 
Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                      Mass by phone: 01642 130 120                                             

 Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                   

First reading Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12

Responsorial Psalm 147:12-15,19-29

Second reading Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18

Gospel Acclamation cf.1Tim3:16

Gospel John 1:1-18

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
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Reflection on the Readings                  2nd Sunday of Christmas 2nd January                                                                                                                                                                                            
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.                            
The Word Became Flesh
In a scene called Christ in the House of His Parents, the 19th-century English painter John Everett Millais depicted Jesus as 
a boy of about eight or ten, helping  in Joseph’s carpentry workshop. In an accident, Jesus had gashed his finger so badly that 
his blood streamed down, while his mother tended to the wound. Though it’s an imaginary incident, it portrays well what 
John means in his Gospel today, that the Word truly became flesh.

The Fourth Gospel opens with a sublime statement about the origins of Jesus: “In the beginning was the Word, the Word 
was with God.” It goes on to affirm that the Word became flesh for us. By becoming one of ourselves we might expect the 
Incarnate Word of God to share the same emotions as ourselves, and indeed he did. In the stories that follow, we read how 
Jesus showed his love to various people, to Martha, Mary and Lazarus, to his disciple John and to the rich young man who 
wanted to follow him. Equally, he shared our experience of distress. He could shed tears at times of loss and crisis, such as 
when his friend Lazarus died and before he publicly entered Jerusalem, knowing that the city would reject and execute 
him. The Gospels also tell how Jesus enjoyed social occasions and was a guest at so many dinners that his critics called him a 
glutton and a drunkard. He felt a strong empathy for people who suffered, and when they were hungry he provided the 
food that they needed. Like all of us, he needed companionship with others, so on several occasions he took Peter, James and 
John into his special confidence. When exhausted he could fall asleep, even in the stern of a boat being tossed by the wind 
and waves. He felt intense fear just before his passion, and openly admitted to his followers how troubled he felt in his soul. 
In his agony he prayed “Father let his cup pass me by.” When the Word became flesh, he joined us on so many levels.

He dwelt among us, fully, passionately. He didn’t just come to live a quiet life. He “pitched his tent among us” and shared 
the full range of our human experience, in order to draw us near to God. He was so much in touch with outsiders that his 
critics called him a friend of tax-collectors and sinners. To show his compassion for lepers, he physically touched them, laid 
hands on them, even at the risk of becoming ritually impure. Because he was a man of the people he spent most of his time 
among those who needed him most, and they were welcome in his company.

This Word became flesh to make the Eternal Father known to all of us. He came to let us know the Father. Indeed, he is 
God’s personal message to us. How can we know the Father? Through Jesus who is “the way, the truth and the life.” He is 
our surest way to the Father. To know the invisible God, we must link up with Jesus, think of him often, and identify with 
him as children of God.            associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

The Cycle of Prayer 
Peace on Earth 
Background 
The World Day of Prayer for Peace is marked on 1 
January. As this day is when the Church celebrates 
the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God and it is the 
beginning of the new year in England and the day is 
transferred to 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Prayer 
O God of peace, who are peace itself 

and whom a spirit of discord 
cannot grasp, 

nor a violent mind receive, 
grant that those who are one in heart 

may persevere in what is good 
and that those in conflict 

may forget evil and so be healed.                      
Roman Missal

Feast Days this week:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Monday 3rd January: The Most Holy Name of 

Jesus Thursday 6th January: The Epiphany 
of the Lord  Friday 7th January: St. Raymond 
of Penyafort Saturday 8th January: Bl. Titus 

Zeman                                                                                                                

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Northern Catholic Calendar and Diocesan Ordo 2022 
Copies are available of the Northern Catholic Calendar and the Ordo (listing of all feasts &c. within the 
diocese),  both  produced by  the  Diocese  of  Hexham & Newcastle  are  available  at  the  back of  church. 
Suggested donation £1.

Call for Donations Seafarers Mission 
At Christmas last year the joint Stella Maris and Mission to Seafarers efforts brought some 800 Christmas 
packages to seafarers – and thus some light into their lives. They came into Teesport and Hartlepool over 
Advent and the 12 days till Epiphany. Donations from parishes in the region were the main contributors. 
This year we would like to match these numbers. We are looking for donations of shoeboxes made up with 
woolly hats, gloves, socks, and/or toiletries (incl. for women), chocolates or other treats and assigned card.
Please leave at your church 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage 
Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 
2022. It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more.
In order to aid the planning stages, it would be helpful if you could indicate your interest in travelling to 
Lourdes in July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that 
support the smooth running of the Pilgrimage. Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of 
interest’ form.

Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 
Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 2022. Our helpers are all volunteers and in order 
to go ahead successfully in 2022 we urgently need new volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, 
washing up and clearing the dining hall. We also need caretaking staff who would be able to carry out a 
cleaning role. The work is tiring but also fun (you would be joining an established and very welcoming team) 
and the young people benefit enormously from a traditional seaside type holiday. The commitment can be 
for as little as three days a year in Term Time or more if you are able to help on multiple weeks or through 
the Summer Holidays. All helpers will be required to obtain a free Diocessan DBS check and some training. 
If you are interested please visit our website https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/about-camp 

From Fr. Thomas 
I  hope  that  everybody  associated  with  S.  Osmund has  been  enjoying  a  thoroughly  happy  and  blessed 
Christmas. Please can I express my great thanks for all of the good wishes, cards, and presents which you 
have given over this festive season. May God bless you all throughout the new year.

Best wishes for a safe happy and healthy week ahead 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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