
 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, remembering especially  

Father Gordon of St Augustine’s as he recuperates, and also our Father Harry Ryan 

who is poorly. 
 

Prayer Intentions  please pray for the Priests and Religious our  diocese, for all who 

are sick, for those in our nursing homes,  the hospice, our hospitals and for those 

who being cared for at home.  Please pray for Philip Plews Jnr., Father Malcolm 

Cairns, Nora Metcalfe, Florence Nancy Smith, Kevin John Inglis and Virgilio 

Tangonan, and all  who have died recently.  Please also remember those whose 

anniversaries occur around this time. May they rest in peace.   

 Time Mass Intention 

Sunday 20th February 
7th Sunday of Year C 

9.00am Holy Family 

10.30am St Thomas Aquinas 

Peter & Margaret Hodgson 

People of the Parishes 

Monday 21sr February NO MASS  

Tuesday 22nd February 10.00am Holy Family Joyce Gill 

Wed. 23rd February 
11.00am Funeral Service  

6.30pm St Thomas Aquinas 

Philip Plews Jnr. 

Marjorie Lundrigan 

Thursday 24th February 10.00am Funeral Service Nora Metcalfe 

Friday 25th February 
9.00am Funeral Service 

12.45pm Funeral Service 

Virgilio Tangonan 

Kevin John Inglis 

Saturday 26th February 9.30am St Thomas Aquinas Sister Bede 

Sunday 27th February 
8th Sunday of Year C 

9.00am Holy Family 

10.30am St Thomas Aquinas 

People of the Parishes 

Ruby & Di Lambert 

Monday 28th February 11.00am Funeral Service Florence Nancy Smith 

Tuesday 1st March 10.00am Holy Family Pat McGee 

Wed. 2nd March 
Ash Wednesday 

10.00am Holy Family 

6.30pm St Thomas Aquinas 

People of the Parishes 

Ian Cown 

Thursday 3rd March 10.00am St Thomas Aquinas Mary Dolan 

Friday 4th March 10.00am Holy Family Marjorie Lundrigan 

Sunday 6th March 
1st Sunday of Lent Year C 

9.00am Holy Family 

10.30am St Thomas Aquinas 

First Holy Communion Families 

People of the Parishes 

Sunday 20th February 2022  

7th Sunday of Year C 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish 

North Road 

Darlington DL1 2PU 

 The Holy Family Parish 

Cockerton Green 

Darlington  DL3 9EU 

   

   

   

   

   

Parish Priest Father Kevin T. Dixon 

 (Tel) 01325 463636,  (email) stthomas.holyfamily@yahoo.com 

The Holy Family Parish and St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Darlington 

Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle Registered Charity No:  1143450 

Diocesan website www.diocesehn.org.uk  

Partnership Telephone Numbers 

Fr. Gordon Ryan     01325 266602    Fr. Greg Price  01325 257681 

Fr. Thomas Mason  01325 730191                 

If you require an urgent visit by a priest to someone in hospital please ring:  

Darlington Memorial Hospital 01325 380100 

asking for the Catholic Priest on 24 hour duty 

Chaplaincy Office Mrs Carol Moody  01325 743029 

A Prayer as we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday—2nd March 

 

A green heart 
 

Into a dark world 

a snowdrop comes, 

a benison of hope and peace, 

carrying within it a green heart, a symbol of God’s renewing love. 
 

Come to inhabit our darkness Lord Christ, 

For dark and light are alike to you. 
 

May nature’s white candles remind us of your birth  

And light our journey  

through Lent and beyond. 



SUNDAY OBLIGATION remains lifted until it is safe for us all to gather again. Masses 

will continue to be live-streamed from around the diocese.  
 

PROTECTING THE HEALTH OF OUR CLERGY AND CONGREGATIONS   
 

Updated Diocesan COVID Controls  Given the local prevailing conditions in the 

North East please note some additional controls recommended alongside those 

detailed by CBCEW. The Diocesan position on the most pertinent points is as 

follows: 

• COVID symptoms - people displaying any symptoms of COVID should 

stay at home and not travel to church or participate in person.  

• Ventilation – it is still important to ventilate churches. This has the 

effect of diluting and dispersing viral particles. 

• Hand sanitiser - it is still good practice to sanitise hands on entry and 

exit of churches. Social Distancing and Capacity of Churches – it is 

encouraged that social distancing of 1M continues between 

households. 

• Face coverings - all those attending church are encouraged to wear a 

face covering. It is recommended that clergy on the sanctuary, 

providing they are sufficiently distant (2M or more) from the 

congregation, do not  need to wear a face covering except when 

distributing Holy Communion.   

• Signing In—we will continue to keep a record of those people attending 

weekend services. 
 

IMMUNISATION STATUS OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS and  others  - all those 

responsible for distributing communion  to  the  sick and housebound must only do 

so if they have received their recommended COVID vaccinations.  People who are 

unvaccinated are at much greater risk of becoming infected  with COVID and 

passing it on.  In this particular situation, the risk of transmission by touch or 

expelled breath is increased further because the Eucharistic Minister would be 

coming into close contact with the sick or housebound communicant.  Additionally, 

a sick communicant is much more likely to develop a more serious reaction to 

COVID if it were to be transmitted.  It is recommended  that  people  who  are  

engaged  in  a  form  of  pastoral  ministry  which involves ministry to the 

housebound, sick and vulnerable, should take regular lateral flow tests to ensure 

they are safe to do so.  These are free from the NHS.  
 

I would like to remind everyone to follow the guidance above.  As I have previously 

said, you do not know who is vulnerable to serious illness in the congregation.  

  

WELCOME to Father Oliver Keyes who is celebrating our masses this weekend.   
 

FAMILIES PREPARING FOR THEIR CHILDREN TO RECEIVE THE SACRAMENTS  as part 

of the preparation for children to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation 

or First Holy Communion it is vitally important that weekly mass attendance is part 

of that preparation. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION FAMILIES can  I say how encouraged I am by the commitment 

the parents of our first communion children have made in recent weeks.  It 

wonderful to see so many young families at mass in both churches every week, and I 

would also like to say  thank you to our parish catechist for their commitment and 

dedication.  Fr. Kevin 
 

RITE OF ELECTION  please keep in your prayers  our  Catechumens and Candidates 

preparing to receive the Sacraments at Easter as they continue their ‘Journey in 

Faith’ programme along with sponsors, catechists, family and Friends. It takes place 

this year on Sunday, 6th March 2022 at Saint Mary’s Cathedral,, Newcastle at 

3.00pm (arrivals and gathering 2.30pm.). 
 

ST THOMAS AQUINAS thank you to the team of musicians and singers who  are 

sharing their gifts and talents to enhance our Sunday worship at St Thomas’.   
 

THE HOLY FAMILY PARISH do we have  any Holy Family Parishioners  who are hiding 

their musical talents? 
 

WE WELCOME  the little ones soon to be baptised Isobel Grace Wade,  George Jacob 

Brown and  Ellis Jasper Whitty.  May they grow each day in wisdom, in strength  and 

in their relationship with Jesus. 
 

SYNOD CONVERSATION If you’ve not been part of the conversation yet, there is one 

more opportunity at 7 pm on Wednesday 23rd February. There will be an online 

gathering where you can join in to add your voice to the Synod. To register and Join 

the Conversation, visit https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/synod-join-the-conversation/ 

  

CHANGES TO MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEK   Father Kevin has two funerals at St 

Augustine’s this coming week and this means there are some necessary changes to 

Masses times .  An additional Mass will be celebrated in St Thomas Aquinas Church 

on Saturday 26th February at 9.30am.   Please refer to the back page for  the other 

changes to Mass times.   
 


