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2nd Sunday of Easter     24th April                                                                                                
Divine Mercy Sunday                                                                                                        

Theme:  Touch me                                                                                                                                                                         
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with 
you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ 

Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’                                  
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                                     
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10.00am.                                                                

It will no longer be necessary to book for the Sunday or Tuesday 
Masses.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Peace for the people of Ukraine                                                         
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining the Holy 

Father in his consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Heart – may her prayers bring a swift end to the conflict, 

and consolation to the bereaved and to the many thousands of 
refugees.                                                                                                        

We continue to collect money for emergency assistance to be sent 
through CAFOD to Ukraine – thank you for your generosity so far.                 

Thank you, also, for those who contributed to the collection of 
practical assistance. The local organiser notes that she had to arrange 

to borrow a van to transport the quantity of donations to the gathering 
points in Newcastle.                                                                            

Pope Francis has offered a special prayer for peace.                                                                                                       
The prayer is available at the back of this bulletin. Pope Francis has 

also composed a prayer of Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our 
Lady. The prayer is available at the back of Church                       

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                   
There are weekly sheets with activities for children available at the 

back of church. They can be used by children during the service.          
The next  Children’s Liturgy will be on Sunday 1st May 

Tea & Coffee after Mass 
As we are able to continue relaxing our Covid measure and progress 
safely toward normality; our weekly tea and coffee has been able to 
resume following the 9.30 Mass – all are most welcome to join this 
moment of fellowship as a parish. 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. 
DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening 
time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. 
Osmund’s Church porch.

Children’s Liturgy at home                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered by a 
Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                                                                                                
A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available 
on:       www.cafod.org.uk  Click here           

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish: Pat Avison, 

Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Joan 
Towers, Toni Neville, Ian Burns and Nico 

Human.                                                   
HOGARTH ALPHA - ON LINE                     

Do you want to explore your faith and 
ask the big questions on life? Then try 
Alpha! It’s starting once again for our 

deanery and beyond, on the 21st April at 
7.30 for 12 weeks online. 

Further information about Alpha can be 
found on the Hogarth Alpha partnership 

face book page and please invite your 
friends. Siobhan Casswell will be happy 
to answer any questions! Please email 

Hogarthalphaonline@gmail.com 
to register your wish to attend or for 
further information re Alpha contact 

Keld O’Shea on this email. 
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The numbers of men and women who came to 
believe in the Lord increased steadily 
The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the 
Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join 
them, but the people were loud in their praise and the 
numbers of men and women who came to believe in the 
Lord increased steadily. So many signs and wonders 
were worked among the people at the hands of the 
apostles that the sick were even taken out into the 
streets and laid on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope 
that at least the shadow of Peter might fall across some 
of them as he went past. People even came crowding in 
from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing with 
them their sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, 
and all of them were cured.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his 
love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad.
O Lord, grant us salvation; 
O Lord, grant success. 
Blessed in the name of the Lord 
is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; 
the Lord God is our light.

I was dead, and now I am to live for ever and ever 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am 
your brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom, 
and all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for 
having preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it 
was the Lord’s day and the Spirit possessed me, and I 
heard a voice behind me, shouting like a trumpet, 
‘Write down all that you see in a book.’ I turned round 
to see who had spoken to me, and when I turned I saw 
seven golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a 
figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at 
the waist with a golden girdle.
When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he 
touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be 
afraid; it is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living 
One, I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, 
and I hold the keys of death and of the underworld. 

Now write down all that you see of present happenings 
and things that are still to come.’

Victimae Paschali Laudes 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and 
praise.
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and Christ, the 
undefiled, hath sinners to his Father reconciled.
Death with life contended: combat strangely ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way.
The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into 
Galilee.
That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said: ‘You believe because you 
can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet 
believe.’ Alleluia! 

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood 
among them 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, 
and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you 
retain, they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. When the 
disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands 
and can put my finger into the holes they made, and 
unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house 
again and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace 
be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put 
your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your 
hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ 
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to 
him:
‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

First reading Acts 5:12-16

Responsorial Psalm 117(118):2-4,22-27

Second reading Apocalypse 1:9-13,17-19

Sequence

Gospel Acclamation Jn20:29

Gospel John 20:19-31
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There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the 
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 
may have life through his name.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright 
© 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All 
rights reserved. 

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 

desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.    

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                    
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

Reflection on the Readings                      2nd Sunday of Easter                               24th April                                                                                                                                                                                          
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.      

Unlocking our doors 
Most houses are well alarmed nowadays; the computerised alarm has become as basic an item as table and chairs. We also need to have 
good strong locks; long gone, at least in the cities and towns, are the days when you could just leave the key in the door, and let 
neighbours ramble in casually for a chat and a cup of tea. We are more fearful about our security than we used to be, and this fear and 
anxiety has led us to take more precautions to protect ourselves. Fear of what others can do to us tends to close us in on ourselves, not 
just in the physical sense of getting stronger door-locks, but also in other senses. We tend to be somewhat withdrawn around people 
whom we perceive to be critical. We are slow to open up to someone we think will judge us. We hesitate to share ideas and plans we 
might have with those who are known not to suffer fools gladly. Fear of others can often hold us back and stunt our growth.

In the gospel we find the disciples locking themselves into a room because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Even after an 
excited Mary Magdalene came to them from the empty tomb announcing that she had seen the Lord, this was not enough to overcome 
their fear. What had been done to Jesus could be done to them. .. which led to their hiding in self-imposed confinement. The turning 
point came when the risen Lord himself appeared to them behind their closed doors and helped them over their fear. He did this by 
breathing the Holy Spirit into them, filling them new energy and hope, freeing them from fear and releasing them to share in his 
mission. “As the Father sent me, so am I sending you,” he said. In the power of the Spirit they came to life and went out from their self-
imposed prison, to bear witness to the risen Lord. This is the picture of the disciples that Luke gives us in today’s reading from Acts. He 
describes a community of believers, the church, witnessing to the resurrection both in word and by the quality of their living.

We can all find ourselves in the situation of those first disciples, locked in their hiding place. Any combination of the “slings and arrows 
of outrageous fortune” can water down our commitment to following the Lord. Like the disciples in today’s gospel, we can be tempted 
to give up on our faith journey. The will to self-preservation can prevent us from doing what we are capable of doing with the Lord’s 
help. The wounds we carry from earlier, failed initiatives make us hesitate to try again. Even when someone seems full of enthusiasm 
and hope like a Mary Magdalene, we shrug it off. We let them get on with it, while we hold back and stay safe. This morning’s gospel 
suggests a way out of our self-imposed confinement. If Magdalene makes no impact on us, the Lord will find another way to enter our 
lives and to fill us with new life and energy for his service. No locked doors, nor even locked hearts, can keep him out. He finds a way 
to enter the space where we have chosen to retreat and he empowers us to resist what is holding us back. He does require some openness 
on our part; at the least some desire on our part to become what he is calling us to be. The risen Lord never ceases to recreate us and to 
renew us in his love. Easter is the season to celebrate the good news.

Just as the disciples were unmoved by the hopeful enthusiasm of Mary Magdalene who had seen the Lord, so Thomas was unmoved 
by the witness of the disciples who told him they too had seen the Lord. Thomas, it seems, was an even harder nut to crack than the 
other disciples. He is one of those people who insist on certain conditions being met before he makes a move, “Unless I see, I can’t 
believe.” As he had done with the other disciples, the Lord takes Thomas on his own terms. He accommodates himself to Thomas’ 
conditions and says, “Put your finger here.” This morning’s gospel implies that the Lord meets us wherever we are. He takes us seriously 
in all our fears and doubts. The Lord is prepared to stand with us on our own ground, whatever that ground is, and from there he will 
speak to us a word suited to our personal state of mind and heart. We don’t have to get ourselves to some particular place in order for 
the Lord to engage with us. He takes himself to where we are, wherever it is a place of fear or of doubt. We might pray this Easter 
season for the openness to receive the Lord’s coming into the concrete circumstances of our own lives, so that we too might say with 
Thomas, “My Lord and my God.” We might also pray that, like the Lord, we would receive others where they are, rather than where 
we would like them to be. associationofcatholicpriests.ie 
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Offering Accommodation for Ukrainian Refugees 
Caritas UK has begun discussions with the Catholic 
Bishops of England and Wales to consider how the Church 
can respond in an organised and supportive way, through 
offering available Church properties for Ukranian 
refugees.  A member of our Hogarth Partnership took part 
in this meeting and will be in discussion over the coming 
weeks with St. Osmund’s and other parishes in the 
partnership about how we may be able to respond in a 
practical way.
There will be an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish 
Council on Monday 25th April at 7.00pm in the Parish 
Centre to discuss how our parish may respond.

Mystagogical Catechesis and The Year of the 
Eucharist

In the early days of the Church only those who were full 
members were allowed to be present for the whole of 
Mass, and those who were being prepared to join had to 
leave after the readings. This meant that when they were 
Baptised at Easter this was the first time that they would 
have the chance to experience the climax of the Mass. As 
such, the period after Easter was used to lead them 
through what was happening in a process called 
‘mystagogical catechesis’ – which can be translated as 
‘unpacking the mysteries’; this catechesis was often 
followed by more long-standing members too as a means 
of deepening their own knowledge and faith. As Bishop 
Robert has named this the Year of the Eucharist 
throughout the Diocese, it seems that reflecting on the 
Eucharist and the Mass could be an enriching experience 
for us all; and so during the Easter season there will be a 
series of short articles unpacking some of what happens, 
and hopefully provoking us all to think about our 
relationship with the Eucharist and with the Mass more 
deeply.
The best place to begin has to be with the words of Christ 
himself. ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ As he celebrated 
the Last Supper, he took bread and transformed it into his 
body; and then wine into his blood; and gave them to his 
disciples to eat and drink. But this was never to be an 
unrepeated event, because he told them to ‘do this’ and 
ever since this has been the central act of Christian 
worship. We gather at Mass simply because Christ told us 
to; because what we do then makes present to us what he 
did at the Last Supper and on the Cross; because just as 
those disciples were given his body and blood to eat and 
drink, so too we are given the same.
As Catholics we are all familiar with the idea of coming to 
Mass, of receiving Communion, but we would all do well 
to reflect on exactly what is going on. How incredible it is 
that we are given, week-by-week, the body and blood of 
Christ as our spiritual food.
Fr. Thomas.

 Ordinariate 10th Anniversary
The Darlington Ordinariate Group recently reached its 
tenth anniversary, and will be celebrating this (now that 
we’re out of Lent) next Saturday. We would like to invite 
our brothers and sisters from the parish to join us for a 
Mass of thanksgiving at midday, followed by lunch. All 
most welcome.
 
Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal
The Little Sisters of the Poor at St Joseph’s Home in 
Newcastle are finding the current economic climate 
increasingly more difficult.   The emergency lockdown 
measures we have had to implement to aid efforts to fight 
the COVID-19 pandemic and keep our residents safe have 
had a massive impact on our fundraising activities and the 
charitable donations we rely on to meet the ever increasing 
daily running costs of the Home.
We are appealing for urgent donations to help us continue 
with our work of caring for the Elderly.  In these uncertain 
times, small acts of kindness can make a huge difference in 
helping our Home.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers.   We 
are extremely grateful to you for the kindness shown to us.
 Cheques made payable to ‘Little Sisters of the Poor’ can 
be sent to: St Joseph’s Home, Westmoreland Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7QA.   Alternatively, secure, 
o n l i n e d o n a t i o n s c a n b e m a d e b y v i s i t i n g : 
www.littlesistersofthepoor.co.uk/donate-here/
 
Henry VIII is back at last!
The Hogarth Partnership Players begin their re-scheduled 
performances of ‘HENRY A TUDOR MUSICAL’ this 
month.
The 20 plus cast were ready to present the show in March 
2020 but had to postpone due to the COVID outbreak.
Now they are back and performing for four nights from 
26th to 29th April at St Augustine’s Parish Centre, 
Darlington at 7.30pm.
HENRY A TUDOR MUSICAL is a fast paced, historically 
accurate musical interpretation of life at Tudor Court.   Set 
in period costume, six wives come and go, high ranking 
courtiers plot and townsfolk endure rough justice.
Tickets £5 each and are available from the Ticket Office 
0 1 3 2 5 2 6 5 9 2 0 o r Te l : 0 7 8 4 6 2 7 8 3 6 8 o r e m a i l : 
brian.humphrey@sky.com
Tickets bought for the 2020 show can be exchanged for 
new 2022 ones via the Ticket Office in advance.

Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week ahead
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