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MINUTES  
PARISH COUNCIL & Finance Committee 

Thursday 16th December 2021 – 7.00pm 
In Church 

 
Present: Fr Gordon, Jim Cunningham, David Aaron, John Kilgour, Martin McLean, Barbara 

Morgan, Brenda Sanderson.  
 John McGovern – Chair of Parish Club/Centre  
 Finance Committee - Martin McClean, Debbie Irving, Denis O’Callaghan, Stuart 

Sanderson 
 

1 Apologies.  
Gerry Connor, Martina McCollom, Rachel McGovern, John Turver 
Julie Humphrey – Chair of Partnership Development Group 
Siobhan McEvoy, 

2 Finance 
MMcL 
We have £212,943.53 in the Deposit account and around £10,000 in the current account. 

• Gift Aid, £18,838 to come into the Deposit account from 2019-20 -pre COVID. The 

amount for 2020-21 will be reduced. People have transferred to Bankers Orders. 40 

boxes of envelopes were hand delivered, only around 4 envelopes being received 

weekly. The new envelopes will need to be ordered soon, and DI will err on the side 

of caution and order the same amount and hope that the parishioners will come 

back to Church. 

3 Parish Centre Update - JMcG 

• Kitchen.  In May 2020 we got agreement for the build, and the Parish would 
contribute £95K to the costs with the balance being paid by the Parish Club. The Club 
has now put in the patio doors and patio, but we need to revisit the price for the 
kitchen. We sent it out to 5 tenders but only 2 responded. We have chosen the 
builder who we used for the patio and asked him to requote. I was aware that 
market prices have rocketed, and they have come in with a new price of £68K , we 
need to add to that the fitting out of the kitchen. They have increased their quote by 
around £20K. I have been back to them as it is more than I expected and happy to go 
through and itemise everything, I do however think it is genuine. We can go back out 
for more quotations or keep to the original plan and look at the spec of the kitchen 
fit. We are now looking at about £110K as the parish contribution, and we may need 
to go back to the Diocese for approval.  

• Simpson Room Roof. You may be aware that the Simson Room has now been 
vacated. The roof join between Simpson Room/Youth Hall and STARS wardrobe has 
resulted in a lot of damp in the Simpson Room and in STARS wardrobe. Minnie Fraser 
from the Diocese gave us a report in 2019 but no action was taken as we then went 
down into lockdown. She came down with a Roofing Contractor and the conclusion is 
the need to replace the valley guttering.  The way the STARS wardrobe was 
constructed and tied into the hall roof is another factor. The quotation we have 
received is £34K. The roof will need to be removed and better insulation boards 
used. Question asked about demolishing – this will cost just as much if not more and 
the carbon footprint will be more. 



 

Page 2                                                                                                                                                                       16/12/2021 

 

Lots of discussion around both projects, perhaps do some fund raising, do we prioritise 
one job over the other? the youth hall will also require some internal work. We need to 
look at what we are going to use the space for. If we proceeded with the kitchen that 
would be an investment and bring in extra revenue.  
Agreement was given by both the Parish Council and the Finance Committee that we 
would proceed with both projects and go back to the Diocese to clarify if we need 
permission to go ahead with the kitchen even though the price has increased. BM to 
contact the Diocese to arrange for another quote for the roof and what permission we 
need to start this work. 
The builder has said he could commence the work on the kitchen by late January.  

4 Postal Address of Church 
Fr G said that Sat Nav does not recognise St Augustine’s Church as being on Coniscliffe Road 
and people coming to services held in Church find it very hard to find.  Suggested that we 
change the address of the Church to Larchfield Street and keep the Presbytery as Coniscliffe 
Road. They have two different post codes.  
Agreement given in principle. Will find out how we go about changing the address. 

5 Live Music in Church 
Has any there been any change in the Diocesan guidelines re singing in Church? Singing still 
allowed by a choir, facing forward and socially distancing. Congregation can join in behind 
their mask. If the groups are happy to continue, we will keep the guidance under review. If 
they feel uncomfortable then we will just go back to recorded music. 

6 Boundary Map 
A copy of a map was passed around which we must notify the Diocese if we agree with it. 
We felt we could not make a decision as we were unclear as to where the boundaries were 
and they did not match up with our existing map, and no comments as to whether they had 
been altered.  

7 JC would like to thank the Catechists for preparing the First Communion Children. Another 
group of children to begin their preparation in January. It was lovely to see Anna Lloyd with 
the rest of the group. Fr G would be happy to invite her to give a little explanation of how 
she has been, the spirit she has displayed is amazing and she is completely positive.  
 
JC has been asked by several people re gifts for Fr G. Would he still like to support Zaytoun 
for Olive Trees? – Yes and he also suggested Friends of the Holy Land or Cafod World Gifts.  
A note to be placed in the bulletin. 
 
Clarification was sought by JMcG that both committees agreed that the kitchen and youth 
hall roof be progressed – All in agreement. JMcG to contact Andrew Gillingham. 
We could look at fund raising, and Fr G reminded everyone that in 5 years’ time the Church 
will be 200 years old. 

 Meeting ended at 8.00pm   
Next meeting date TBA 

 


