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 4th Sunday of Easter     8th May                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Theme:  The sheep brought to God                                                                                                                                                                         

Jesus said: ‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; I know them and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life; they will never be lost and no one will ever 

steal them from me.                 

May - The Month of Our Lady
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                                     
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10.00am.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Peace for the people of Ukraine                                                         
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining the Holy 

Father in his consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Heart – may her prayers bring a swift end to the conflict, 

and consolation to the bereaved and to the many thousands of refugees.                                                                                                                          

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                   
There are weekly sheets with activities for children available at the 

back of church. They can be used by children during the service.          
The next Children’s Liturgy will be on Sunday 15th may                                                                                   

Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal                                                              
The Little Sisters of the Poor at St Joseph’s Home in Newcastle are 

finding the current economic climate increasingly more difficult.  The 
emergency lockdown measures we have had to implement to aid efforts 
to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and keep our residents safe have had 

a massive impact on our fundraising activities. We are appealing for 
urgent donations to help us continue with our work of caring for the 
Elderly. In these uncertain times, small acts of kindness can make a 

huge difference in helping our Home.                                                   
Thank you for your continued support and prayers. We are extremely 

grateful to you for the kindness shown to us.                                     
Cheques made payable to ‘Little Sisters of the Poor’ can be sent to:     
St Joseph’s Home, Westmoreland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 

7QA.  Alternatively, secure, online donations can be made by visiting: 
www.littlesistersofthepoor.co.uk/donate-here/                                                                                                    

Bulletin available online at:  www.stosmunds.co.uk 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                     
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. 
DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, 
Clifton Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening 
time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. 
Osmund’s Church porch.

Children’s Liturgy at home                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 
throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by  Clicking here   It is delivered by a 
Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                                                                                                
A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available 
on:       www.cafod.org.uk  Click here           

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish: Pat Avison, 

Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Joan 
Towers, Toni Neville, Ian Burns and Nico 

Human.                                                                                                                                                                                                

B i s h o p  Ro b e r t ’s  a n n i v e rs a r y                    
This Friday, the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 
is  the  eight  anniversary  of  Bishop  Robert’s 
ordination as a Bishop. He served the people 
of the Diocese of Birmingham as an auxiliary 
from that point until he moved to serve us in 
2019. Please keep him in your prayers as he 
seeks to lead and care for the Diocese.

Ordinariate 10th Anniversary 
We pray for the Personal Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham on the occasion of the 
10th anniversary of their reception into the 

Catholic Church
We pray especially for Fr. Thomas and their 

Ordinary Monsignor Keith Newton
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Readings and Reflections                       4th Sunday of Easter                                         8th  May 

'We must turn to the pagans' 
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they 
reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to 
synagogue on the Sabbath and took their seats.
When the meeting broke up many Jews and devout 
converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks 
with them Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain 
faithful to the grace God had given them.
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to 
hear the word of God. When they saw the crowds, the 
Jews, prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and 
contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul and 
Barnabas spoke out boldly. ‘We had to proclaim the 
word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it, 
since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, 
we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord 
commanded us to do when he said:
I have made you a light for the nations,
so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’
It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they 
thanked the Lord for his message; all who were destined 
for eternal life became believers. Thus the word of the 
Lord spread through the whole countryside.
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women 
of the upper classes and the leading men of the city and 
persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and 
expel them from their territory. So they shook the dust 
from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but 
the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before him, singing for joy.

Know that he, the Lord, is God. 
He made us, we belong to him, 
We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Indeed, how good is the Lord, 
eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age.

The Lamb will be their shepherd and will lead 
them to springs of living water 
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of 
people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they 
were standing in front of the throne and in front of the 
Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their 
hands. One of the elders said, ‘These are the people 

who have been through the great persecution, and 
because they have washed their robes white again in the 
blood of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s 
throne and serve him day and night in his sanctuary; 
and the One who sits on the throne will spread his tent 
over them. They will never hunger or thirst again; 
neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague 
them, because the Lamb who is at the throne will be 
their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living 
water; and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.’

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia! 

I know my sheep and they follow me 
Jesus said:
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me.
I give them eternal life;
they will never be lost
and no one will ever steal them from me.
The Father who gave them to me is greater than 
anyone,
and no one can steal from the Father.
The Father and I are one.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright 
© 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All 
rights reserved. 

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.    

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                            
Vatican - Click here                    
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120 

First reading Acts 13:14,43-52

Responsorial Psalm 99(100);1-3,5

Second reading Apocalypse 7:9,14-17

Gospel Acclamation Jn10:14

Gospel John 10:27-30
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Reflection on the Readings                      4th Sunday of Easter                                        8th May                                                                                                                                                                                          
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.      
Real pastors care for real people
Jesus was often drawn to use the imagery of shepherds and sheep. Today’s gospel considers the relationship between Jesus the Good 
Shepherd and the sheep he cares for and protects. The imagery is old but the message is topical. It is relevant to us and to the vibrancy 
and viability of our church. Our relationship with Jesus is a deeply personal one, but it is a force in our life that we are invited to 
share with others.

In order to gain eternal life, we need to listen to Jesus our Shepherd, and follow him. We attune our minds to the sound of his voice and 
let him lead us in the path he has shown. Self-centredness can make us deaf to the voice of Jesus. The easy option is to wander into 
rosier paths than the one he has traced. Many siren voices can draw us into an existence of corporate materialism and selfish comfort. 
But God is faithful and will not let us be tempted beyond our strength. We are in good hands, since God has entrusted us to his Son, our 
shepherd and saviour.

Paul and Barnabas ‘spoke out boldly’, and their conviction made an impact. A courageous speaking about our inmost beliefs can be as 
fruitful now as it was in apostolic times. Every one who has been baptised and confirmed, in entrusted with spreading the faith. Laity 
as well as priests and religious are in the service of the Risen Lord.

Recent popes have urged us to take personal part in the work of evangelisation. Are we doing so? How many harmful situations 
flourish in our society just because good people say nothing and do nothing about them? The words of an Easter hymn spells out what is 
expected of us by the Risen Lord:

“Now he bids us tell abroad 
How the lost may be restored 
How the penitent forgiven 
How we too may enter heaven.”

“Good Shepherd Sunday” is a time to wonder how priestly ministry the catholic church will fare into the future. As the average age of 
priests continues to rise, it calls for significant change in how to recruit priests for the future, and what to require of them. There 
should be no such thing as a priest-less parish. There may not be an ordained priest there right now, but the parish is a priestly people. 
Are there factors which had value in the past which now are an obstacle to the mission of the church? What new model of ministerial 
priesthood is called for?

Here are three questions worth examining today:
1) Who will shepherd our church in the coming years? 
2) How will those shepherds reach out to those outside the fold? 
3) What needs to change, so that the faithful can have Mass every Sunday?

Just as Christ called some to be his evangelists, so he calls you and me into his service. What I do, how I live as his follower, concerns 
others too. On this special Sunday, we ask God’s blessing, that volunteers will feel drawn to continue Christ’s work. His wish for his 
disciples was quite explicit, “Pray to the Lord of the harvest, to send labourers to his harvest” (Mt 9:37). 

The Cycle of Prayer                    
Vocations 
Especially on World Day of Prayer for Vocations — 4th 
Sunday of Easter
Background 
The World Day of Prayer for Vocations is held each year 
on the Fourth Sunday of Easter. In the Gospel of John 
read on this  Sunday,  in each of the three years,  Jesus 
speaks  of  himself  as  the  Good  Shepherd.  The  Good 
Shepherd who has come so that people may have life to 
the full, the one who lays down his life for his sheep, the 
one who knows his sheep — they recognise his voice.
There may be a collection.

Prayer 
Father, 

in your plan for our salvation 
you provide shepherds for your people.

Fill your Church with the spirit  
of courage and love. 

Raise up worthy ministers 
of your altars 

and ardent but gentle servants 
of the gospel.
Roman Missal 
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Mystagogical Catechesis and The Year of the 

Eucharist - Part 3
Over the past couple of weeks, we have reflected on how 
Christ gives himself to us as spiritual food, and how this is 
part of the sacramental system which he instituted – that 
he gave a solemn promise that when we do what he asked 
of us, he would be presence offering his grace to us. We 
quickly  notice,  however,  that  we do far  more than just 
repeat those words which he spoke at the Last Supper; we 
have an entire service which has them at its  heart,  but 
which  has  much  more  besides.  There  are  two  main 
reasons for this – to make us more receptive to the grace 
which he offers, and because the Mass is also a sacrifice.
We know that when we celebrate one of the Sacraments, 
God will work through our actions, that his grace will be 
present. But at the same time, we have to ready to receive 
that grace – our hearts need to be open to God’s working 
among us.  It  would,  theoretically,  be possible to reduce 
the  Mass  to  the  barest  necessities  of  the  Eucharistic 
Prayer and Holy Communion; but such a rushed service 
would mean that we miss out. By contrast, we gather as a 
community,  we  have  prayers  which  establish  the 
celebration being undertaken (for example, a Saint’s day 
or a moment in our redemption), we listen to God’s word 
in  the  Scriptures,  one  greater  days  we  pray  the  great 
declaration  of  our  Faith  given  to  us  by  the  Council  of 
Nicaea; all of these ceremonies work to open our hearts, 
to make us ready for the Eucharistic celebration. To make 
sure  that  when  we  come  to  that  moment  of  Holy 
Communion,  we  are  fully  ‘tuned-in’  to  God  and  his 
message for us.
The  second,  and  perhaps  greatest,  reason  is  that  in 
celebrating the Mass, we do not simply consecrate bread 
as  the  Body  of  Christ  –  but  we  unite  ourselves  to  the 
Sacrifice  of  Christ  on  the  Cross.  The  Church  has 
constantly  taught  that  offering  the  Mass  is  offering  a 
sacrifice –  most recently repeated at Vatican II. “At the 
Last  Supper,  on  the  night  when  He  was  betrayed,  our 
Saviour  instituted  the  eucharistic  sacrifice  of  His  Body 
and Blood. He did this in order to perpetuate the sacrifice 
of  the  Cross  throughout  the  centuries  until  He should 
come again.” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 47) The work of 
Christ on the Cross, offering his life to the Father for our 
redemption, is a continuing work – by the Sacrifice of the 
Mass, we are invited to be present at it. This sacrifice is 
different to those of the Old Testament, there isn’t a new 
sacrifice  –  but  because  Christ’s  work  is  eternal,  and 
because it is perfect that same sacrifice can be presented 
to the Father. The same sacrifice is re-presented at each 
Mass.
In the Sacrifice of the Cross, Christ showed his love for 
humanity; by ‘extending’ this through the daily sacrifice of 
the Mass, he continues to show that love, and makes it 
very personal to each one of us. As we attend Mass, we 
should  reflect  on  that  sacrifice,  and  the  wonderful 
privilege which God gives us of being present at it.
Fr. Thomas. 

Accommodation for Ukrainian Refugees 
We  continue  to  pray  earnestly  for  peace  in  Ukraine, 
joining the Holy Father in his consecration of Russia and 
Ukraine  to  Our  Lady’s  Immaculate  Heart  –  may  her 
prayers bring a swift end to the conflict, and consolation 
to the bereaved and to the many thousands of refugees.
Thank you for your generous support for the emergency 
relief  appeal  during  Lent,  this  raised  £280  which  has 
been passed on to Caritas Ukraine.
The  Parish  Pastoral  Council  met  to  discuss  the 
possibility of making a direct and practical contribution 
to ease the suffering of innocent Ukrainians. As the first 
floor  flat  of  the  presbytery,  and  another  parish-owned 
property in the village are currently vacant;  it  was felt 
that these should be offered to house Ukrainian refugees. 
We  are  working  to  make  sure  that  they  are  suitably 
furnished  &c.,  and  we  have  registered  them with  the 
Diocese  which  is  working  to  match-up  refugees  with 
suitable  accommodation.  We  are  confident  that  the 
parish  would  provide  a  strong  welcome  to  refugees. 
Further appeals may be forthcoming to assist with the 
various practicalities.

Celebration of Marriage and Family Life
Bishop Robert will celebrate a Celebration of Marriage and 
Family Life Mass in the Cathedral on Saturday 21 May 2022 at 
12:00pm.
This  open  invitation  will  focus  on  couples  celebrating 
significant  anniversaries  in  2022  but  is  open  to  engaged 
couples preparing for marriage, those who have been married 
since  our  last  Mass  in  2021  and  all  married  couples.  We 
include those widowed and bereaved who were unable to visit 
wives  and  husbands  in  hospital  and  homes  prior  to  their 
deaths. In these unprecedented times, we remember couples 
in  crisis  and  individual  adults  and  children  experiencing 
difficulties and abuse in their family relationships. We wish all 
to know that no-one is forgotten and that the Sacramental 
life, despite our Covid experiences over the past two years, is 
very much alive and prayed for.

Feast Days this week                                                                                
Tuesday 10th May: St John of Avila                           

Thursday 12th May: Sts Nereus and Achilleus      
Friday 13th May: Our Lady of Fatima                

Saturday 14th May: St. Matthias

Tea & Coffee after Mass                                                                             
As we are able to continue relaxing our Covid measure and 
progress safely toward normality; our weekly tea and coffee 

has been able to resume following the 9.30 Mass – all are 
most welcome to join this moment of 

fellowship as a parish.

Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week ahead

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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