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Theme: God’s Word is near you      

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, says the Lord.                          
July: Month of the Precious Blood 

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                                     
Sundays at 9.30am.                                                                                          

This Tuesday 12th July Mass at St. Osmund’s will be at 
9.00am to enable Fr. Thomas to attend a meeting in London                    

Peace for the people of Ukraine                                                         
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining the Holy 

Father in his consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Heart – may her prayers bring a swift end to the conflict, 

and consolation to the bereaved and to the many thousands of refugees.                                                                                                                          
Sunday Mass obligation                                                                                    

During the pandemic the Bishops of England & Wales decided that the 
obligation to hear Mass on Sundays and other major holy days should be 
suspended – it was not reasonable to expect that the Catholic faithful all 
gather in those circumstances. They have decided that as matters have 
improved, particularly given high levels of vaccination, it is appropriate 
for the obligation to be reintroduced beginning on Pentecost (Sunday 5 

June).                                                                                                                     
In doing this the Bishops note that it applies to gathering for Mass, and 

that watching it via a live-stream does not fulfil the obligation. Very 
importantly, they also stress that the obligation does not require us to do 
that which is impossible or to risk our safety; and therefore where people 
are unable to attend Mass, they should feel no guilt at all about missing it; 

where people feel safe enough to return to Mass, similarly they are not 
bound by the obligation (for such people, the availability of streamed 

Masses will be a great benefit). The obligation is fulfilled by attending any 
Catholic Mass on either a Saturday evening or all day Sunday, even where 

this is not a Mass of the Sunday (e.g., a wedding Mass on Saturday 
evening would still fulfil the obligation).                                                                                  

Full details of the Bishops’ resolution are available on the diocesan web-
site: https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/returning-to-mass-at-pentecost/ 

Thank you to Monsignor Newton Ordinary of the Ordinariate 
in England for celebrating Mass with us last week. His Homily 
and taking time to chat afterwards in the parish centre was much 
appreciated.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBank: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                                                                     
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch.

 Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish: Christopher Smith, 
Patrick Doherty, Joan Towers, Toni 
Neville, Ian Burns and Nico Human.  

Tea & Coffee after Mass                                                                                                                                   
As we are able to continue relaxing our 

Covid measure and progress safely toward 
normality; our weekly tea and coffee has 
been able to resume following the 9.30 

Mass – all are most welcome to join this 
moment of fellowship as a parish.

 Second Collection – Sea Seafarers  
Today is Sea Sunday, we pray for those in 
peril on the sea, and there is also a second 
collection for the work of Stella Maris (the 
Church’s mission to those working at sea). 

Please see the posters at the back of church. 
Gift aid envelopes are available. The 

collection will be open next week as well.

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                   
There are weekly sheets with activities 

for children available at the back of 
church. They can be used by children 

during the service.                                                                                          
There will be a Children’s Liturgy on 

Sunday 10th July   

The children’s Liturgy will be taking a 
break for the summer and will resume 

again after the holidays.

Children’s Liturgy at home                               
A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod can be 

found at www.cafod.org.uk click here 
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Readings and Reflection                      15th Sunday of Ordinary Time                                      10th July 

The Law is not beyond your strength or beyond your 
reach 
Moses said to the people: ‘Obey the voice of the Lord 
your God, keeping those commandments and laws of his 
that are written in the Book of this Law, and you shall 
return to the Lord your God with all your heart and 
soul.
‘For this Law that I enjoin on you today is not beyond 
your strength or beyond your reach. It is not in heaven, 
so that you need to wonder, “Who will go up to heaven 
for us and bring it down to us, so that we may hear it 
and keep it?” Nor is it beyond the seas, so that you need 
to wonder, “Who will cross the seas for us and bring it 
back to us, so that we may hear it and keep it?” No, the 
Word is very near to you, it is in your mouth and in your 
heart for your observance.’

Seek the Lord, you who are poor, and your hearts 
will revive 
This is my prayer to you, 
my prayer for your favour. 
In your great love, answer me, O God, 
with your help that never fails: 
Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 
in your compassion, turn towards me.

As for me in my poverty and pain 
let your help, O God, lift me up. 
I will praise God’s name with a song; 
I will glorify him with thanksgiving.

The poor when they see it will be glad 
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 
for the Lord listens to the needy 
and does not spurn his servants in their chains.

For God will bring help to Zion 
and rebuild the cities of Judah 
and men shall dwell there in possession. 
The sons of his servants shall inherit it; 
those who love his name shall dwell there.

All things were created through Christ and for Christ 
Christ Jesus is the image of the unseen God and the 
first-born of all creation, for in him were created all 
things in heaven and on earth: everything visible and 
everything invisible, Thrones, Dominations, 
Sovereignties, Powers – all things were created through 
him and for him.
Before anything was created, he existed, and he holds all 
things in unity. Now the Church is his body, he is its 
head.
As he is the Beginning, he was first to be born from the 
dead, so that he should be first in every way; because 

God wanted all perfection to be found in him and all 
things to be reconciled through him and for him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, when he 
made peace by his death on the cross.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,
says the Lord,
I know them and they follow me.  Alleluia! 

The good Samaritan 
There was a lawyer who, to disconcert Jesus, stood up 
and said to him, ‘Master, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the 
Law? What do you read there?’ He replied, ‘You must 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and 
your neighbour as yourself.’ ‘You have answered right,’ 
said Jesus ‘do this and life is yours.’
But the man was anxious to justify himself and said to 
Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man 
was once on his way down from Jerusalem to Jericho and 
fell into the hands of brigands; they took all he had, beat 
him and then made off, leaving him half dead. Now a 
priest happened to be travelling down the same road, 
but when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. In the same way a Levite who came to the place 
saw him, and passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan traveller who came upon him was moved with 
compassion when he saw him. He went up and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He then 
lifted him on to his own mount, carried him to the inn 
and looked after him. Next day, he took out two denarii 
and handed them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he 
said “and on my way back I will make good any extra 
expense you have.” Which of these three, do you think, 
proved himself a neighbour to the man who fell into the 
brigands‘ hands?’ ‘The one who took pity on him’ he 
replied. Jesus said to him, ‘Go, and do the same yourself.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright 
© 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved. 
Feast days this week 
Monday 11th July: St. Benedict (Co patron of Europe)
Wednesday 13th July: St. Henry
Thursday 14th July: St. Camillus of Lellis
Friday 15th July: St. Bonaventure
Saturday 16th July: Our Lady of Mount Carmel

The Cycle of Prayer - Seafarers 
Prayer 

Lord God, Redeemer and inspiration of souls, in the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Star of the Sea, you have provided a light in the 
storm; by her favour and prayer, grant that we may set a course 
through these times to reach our safe haven in heaven with you. 

First reading Deuteronomy 30:10-14

Responsorial Psalm 68(69):14,17,30-31,33-34,36-37

Second reading Colossians 1:15-20

Gospel Acclamation Jn 10:27

Gospel Luke 10:25-37
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Reflection on the Readings             15th Sunday of Ordinary Time                                  10th July                                                                                                                                                                                          
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in 
our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.      

Are we so bad?
Our news media give a rather depressing picture of human nature, incurably bent on war, destruction, social and political 
injustice, and on all types and forms of immorality. That, of course, is what is seen as making news. But it should blind none of 
us from being more aware in our daily lives of the basic goodness of human nature, and of noting the many selfless and quite 
unnoticed acts of love and charity. And by being positive about our human nature and its capabilities for good, we become 
more aware of our own potential to love selflessly. This is what Jesus tries to help the lawyer to experience. Instead of giving 
him a dictionary definition of “neighbour,” he presents him with the parable about the Samaritan who acts not out of a sense of 
duty or of guilt, but out of sheer love and generosity. Though we are not told, we can hope that the lawyer is fired with 
enthusiasm to live in a similar manner.
Perhaps we get impatient with the slowness of our society to make changes for the common good. But perfect love is not so soon 
reached. It’s well to remember that Deuteronomy’s law of love was given while the people were on their journey to the 
Promised Land, and that the Gospel parables were told while the disciples were still on their way to Jerusalem. Perfect 
charity is a challenge all through life. Along that journey there can be stops and even wrong turnings, but if we remember the 
Good Samaritan we can renew our desire to follow his example.
To stress the negatives in the parable — the violence of the brigands, the neglect by the priest and the levite — would be 
pessimistic and miss the real point. The Samaritan shows the virtues of humanity – even in people of whom little good was 
expected. The Jews were meant to take special care of the stranger, the widow, and the orphan. These were the groups most in 
need of charity, and so whoever came to their help would be helpful to all, without exception. associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

Desiderio desideravi                                                                 
As you may recall from last week’s newsletter, the Holy 
Father recently issued an apostolic letter on the subject 
of the liturgy and our liturgical formation. Desiderio 
desideravi (named after its opening words in Latin) is a 
meditation on the liturgy, and in particular how it can 
transform us and our relationship with God. It isn’t so 
much a series of instructions, but rather the Holy Father 
giving paternal guidance about how we can all enter 
more deeply and fully into the Church’s formal worship. 
It is quite a long document, and so today we will look at 
an overview, before delving more into some specific 
points in the future.                                                          
Those opening words are a quotation from S. Luke’s 
Gospel: “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer.” That deep longing which 
Christ experienced for the Apostles to share in the Last 
Supper remains; but now it is directed to us all, first to 
the initiated Christian, but also to every human whom 
God wants to come and draw near to him. We, all of us, 
are given an invitation to come to this place where God 
reveals himself to us and draws us close to him. Pope 
Francis shares that longing for all to come near to God, 
to accept that invitation to the Banquet of the Lamb: “I 
want this so that all can be seated at the Supper of the 
sacrifice of the Lamb and live from Him.” (Para 5) By a 
proper and fruitful participation in the liturgy, and 
especially in the Mass, we can live from the strength and 
the life which God gives to us.                                                                                             
The Pope speaks of the liturgy as the ‘place of encounter 
with Christ’. Our remembrance of Christ at Mass is not 
merely a chance to have memories or to hear stories, but 
rather the place where we come to meet with Christ 

himself. This is nothing less than what constitutes our 
Christian faith, Pope Francis echoes a line from Pope 
Benedict. In Deus Caritas Est Pope Benedict wrote: 
“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or 
a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, 
which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” 
And now in Desiderio desideravi Pope Francis writes: 
“Christian faith is either an encounter with Him alive, or 
it does not exist.”                                                   
Throughout the letter, Pope Francis draws on the 
teaching of Vatican II. This council considered that the 
liturgy was so important that its first document should 
deal with it. Sacrosanctum Concilium declared that it is 
through the liturgy that ‘the work of our redemption is 
accomplished’ (Para 2). A major part of the teaching of 
Vatican II was about drawing all people into the liturgy, 
of taking the great treasures of the Church’s liturgy and 
making sure that everybody can participate in them. The 
liturgical formation, which Pope Francis is calling for, is 
that process of making all of Christ’s people aware of 
what is happening in the Church’s liturgy, and of 
showing them how they can come to that participation – 
to that encounter with Christ.  Fr. Thomas.                                           

To read further visit: vaticannews.va or to read the letter 
in full visit vatican.va click here

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy 
week ahead
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