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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary            
14th August                                                                                                                                                                                                        

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                                     
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10.00am                                                                                         

                  Peace for the people of Ukraine                                                         
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining the 
Holy Father in his consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our 
Lady’s Immaculate Heart – may her prayers bring a swift end 
to the conflict, and consolation to the bereaved and to the 

many thousands of refugees.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Healing Mass: Wednesday 17th August 2.30pm at St. 
Anne’s Church.                                                                                            

Celebrated by Brother Robert. After mass Coffee and Cake 
will be provided in the Church Hall.

Liturgical Formation and Days of Reflection                                                                                                                         
The Vicariate for Faith & Mission is pleased to share their 

Autumn calendar for  Liturgical Formation and Days of 
Reflection for Eucharistic Ministers of Holy  Communion and 

Readers. Please visit bit.ly/Liturgy2022                                        
More details at the back of this bulletin

                   Encountering the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                                                                              
The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has now produced the 
‘Encountering the Holy Spirit’ booklet,  which is the third of a 
series of reflection booklets to  accompany the Year of the 
Eucharist. The booklet is available on the Diocesan  website 
from the following link: https://bit.ly/3R2gJRZ   

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBank: The Well: 46 East Green, 
West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening times: 
Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                                                                     
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 
their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch.                                          

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish: Christopher 
Smith, Patrick Doherty, Joan 
Towers, Toni Neville, Ian Burns and 
Nico Human.   

Tea & Coffee after Mass                                                                                                                                   
As we are able to continue relaxing our 

Covid measure and progress safely toward 
normality; our weekly tea and coffee has 
been able to resume following the 9.30 

Mass – all are most welcome to join this 
moment of fellowship as a parish.               

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                   
There are weekly sheets with activities 

for children available at the back of 
church. They can be used by children 

during the service.                                                                                                                               
The children’s Liturgy will be taking a 
break for the summer and will resume 

again after the holidays.                  
Children’s Liturgy at home                               

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod can be 
found at www.cafod.org.uk click here 

Recent Second Collections: 
Peter’s Pence £94.41
Stella Maris £118.00
Ukraine Appeal 09/05/22 £49.00
Ukraine Appeal 01/08/22 £57.67
Thank you for your generosity.

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If	you	wish	to	make	your	dona3ons	directly	to	

St.	Osmund’s.	Bank	account	details	are:		
HSBC:	D.H	&	N	Gainford	St.	Osmund’s.	

Account	No.	41164015.																																					

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason  e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdhn.org.uk                                           
Tel: 01833 631457      Mobile: : 07876 308657

Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

      St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, Holy Family, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & Francis De Sale 
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Readings and Reflection         The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary         14th August 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman adorned 
with the sun 
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of 
the covenant could be seen inside it.
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned 
with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve 
stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in 
labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a 
second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon 
which had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the 
seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a 
third of the stars from the sky and dropped them to the 
earth, and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as 
she was having the child, so that he could eat it as soon 
as it was born from its mother. The woman brought a 
male child into the world, the son who was to rule all the 
nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken 
straight up to God and to his throne, while the woman 
escaped into the desert, where God had made a place of 
safety ready.
Then I heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and 
power and empire for ever have been won by our God, 
and all authority for his Christ.’

On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold. 
The daughters of kings are among your loved ones. 
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 
forget your own people and your father’s house.

So will the king desire your beauty: 
He is your lord, pay homage to him. 
They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 
they pass within the palace of the king.

Christ will be brought to life as the first-fruits and 
then those who belong to him 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of 
all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man 
and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has 
come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so 
all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them 
in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, 
after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. 
After that will come the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, having done away with 
every sovereignty, authority and power. For he must be 
king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and 
the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for 
everything is to be put under his feet.

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary has been taken up to heaven;
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. Alleluia! 

The Almighty has done great things for me 
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town 
in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed 
that the promise made her by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.’
And Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Almighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches from age to age 
for those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the 
proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and 
exalted the lowly.
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent 
empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of 
his mercy – according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors – of his mercy to Abraham and to his 
descendants for ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and 
then went back home.
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright 
© 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved. 

Feast days this week 
Tuesday 16th August : St. Stephen of Hungary
Wednesday 17th August: Our Lady of Knock 
(Ireland)
Friday 19th August: St. John Eudes 

Children’s Mass Sheets 
There are weekly sheets with activities for children 
available at the back of church. On weeks when there is 
a children’s liturgy these form part of that service, and 
on those weeks where children’s liturgy does not take 
place they can be used by children during the service. 

First reading Apocalypse 11:19,12:1-6,10

Responsorial Psalm 44(45):10-12,16

Second reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-26

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel  Luke 1:39-56
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Reflection on the Readings     The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary       14th August                                                                                                                                                                                          
In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must 
change in our  lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.      
  
The fairest of creatures

Every individual of the human race, male and female, is made in the image and likeness of God. (Genesis 1:26). We can celebrate Our 
Lady’s Assumption in light of this basic principle from the creation story. Mostly we are tempted to reverse this process and try to shape 
God in our own image and likeness. Naturally we have a limited concept of our Creator. How we cling to the notion of a docile God, 
who will grant our wishes if only we ask him in the right way; or an indulgent God who will turn a blind eye on the double standards 
in our lives; or a vengeful God, whom we obey only out of fear. To test the quality of our faith we might wonder, Do my ideas resemble 
Mary’s vision of God, especially as in today’s gospel when she says, “My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.”

Mary combines sincere worship of God with deep joy in his presence, in the spirit of the advice given to the early Christians, 
“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17). In her Magnificat, Mary is enraptured by God, she does not ask 
anything for herself, she is not worried about the future; she thinks only of the goodness of God up to the present moment, 
and of the gratitude she owes to God. In her we have the supreme example of someone totally captivated by the love of God. 
In this sense, she is the fairest of all God’s creatures.

First of all the saints, she is the handmaid, the willing and joyful servant of the Lord. She lived solely for God and therefore 
God, who cannot be outdone in generosity, gave her the fullness of grace. Now just as Jesus did not abandon us when he 
ascended to heaven, so Mary has not been separated from the Christian community by her Assumption, but remains for each 
of us a sign of hope. We are called, like her, to share in the fullness of Christ’s glory. She is the model and guarantee of all that 
the believer hopes to become in heaven. We pray today that we too may be found worthy to come to that place in heaven 
which God has prepared for those who love him.         associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

The Cycle of Prayer 
Europe 
Background 
Pope John Paul II dedicated 6 patron saints to Europe 
including  St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (9th August)
They reflect the rich spiritual history of the Continent 
from East to West and across the centuries. In the Cycle 
of Prayer Europe is remembered in the Summer when a 
number of the Feasts days occur.

Prayer
O God, who gave one origin to all peoples 

and willed to gather from them one family for yourself, 
fill all hearts, we pray, with the fire of your love 

and kindle in them a desire 
for the just advancement of their neighbour, 

that, through the good things  
which you richly bestow upon all, 

each human person 
may be brought to perfection, 

every division may be removed, 
and equity and justice may be established in human society.

Roman Missal

St. Bernadette Relic Tour 
As noted last week, the relics of S. Bernadette will be 
touring the country they will be at Newcastle Cathedral 
on 1-2 October, and Middlesbrough Cathedral 2-3 
October. To visit the relics during the tour booking is 
needed (but is free), please go to https://
stbernadette.org.uk

Liturgical Formation / Days of Reflection                          
Please visit bit.ly/Liturgy2022      
The Diocesan Liturgy team are planning more Liturgy 
courses for formation and Days of Reflection for the 
Autumn, including:
• Courses for new Readers and new Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion.
• A study day for leaders of Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word.
• Days of Reflection for Readers and Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion.
• Refresher evenings for Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion.
Liturgy Courses / Days confirmed:
Tuesday 13 September 2022 – Formation for new Readers 
(Day 2 on 17 September). View here.
Saturday 24 September 2022 – Day of Reflection for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (an 
alternative date will be offered in October). View here.
Wednesday 28 September 2022 – Refresher evening for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (this 
day will take place in the north of the Diocese). View here.
Tuesday 4 October – Refresher evening for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (this 
day will take place in the South of the Diocese). View here.
Saturday 15 October – Day of Reflection for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. View 
here.
Further information about each of the courses/events, 
along with booking information, is available on Liturgy and 
Prayer webpage.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://stbernadette.org.uk/
https://stbernadette.org.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/formation-for-new-readers-of-the-liturgy-of-the-word/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/refresher-evening-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-north/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/refresher-evening-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-south/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-2/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-2/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#events
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#events


The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary   14th August 2022
Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS) 
2022-2023                                                                                                                   
The Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies is managed 
and awarded by the Board of Religious Studies on behalf 
of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. The 
programme seeks to ensure that participants have a 
basic understanding of the central beliefs of the Catholic 
faith. This programme is available for catechists, lay 
leaders and other adults wishing to deepen their 
understanding of the Catholic faith and Catholic 
education, serving teachers in Catholic and other 
schools, and teachers in training preparing to take up 
posts in Catholic schools. The CCRS course programme 
is now available for 2022-2023 and there is a short 
presentation shown on the Diocesan website: https://
diocesehn.org.uk/education/continuing-professional-

development-and-formation/#ccrs                                                                                                                                     
If anyone would like further information, they can 
contact Eamonn Diffley at the Diocese of Hexham and 
Newcastle, Department for Education on 0191 243 3313 
or email education@diocesehn.org.uk 

Sunday Obligation  
The Sunday Obligation to attend Mass has been 
reintroduced by the Bishops of England and Wales from 
Trinity Sunday (5th June)

St. Augustines Ukraine Appeal 
It is expected that a further trip to Ukraine will take place 
in September/October. If anyone wishes do donate any 
food or medical supplies these can be dropped off on 
Sunday mornings in August at the parish centre.

The Assumption of Our Lady 
In the middle of a long string of ‘green’ Sundays we get a brief interruption. Each Sunday is a mini-celebration 
of Easter, and so it’s only the greatest feasts which can take precedence over it, but today we mark one of 
those great feasts: the Assumption. Along with the Immaculate Conception (8 December) it is one of the 
principal feasts of Our Lady, the feast has been celebrated for centuries and the idea behind it taught right 
back to the earliest days. But as a formal teaching of the Church it was only proclaimed in 1950.
There are four of these formal teachings (known as ‘dogmas’) which relate to Our Lady. The first to be defined 
was her title as ‘Mother of God’ (theotokos in the original Greek); this title stresses the incarnation of Christ, 
that when she was pregnant with Our Lord, it was God incarnate which she carried within her womb. This 
title was formally granted by the first Council of Ephesus in 431.
The second is her perpetual virginity. Scripture tells us clearly that she was a virgin when Christ was 
conceived, and the common understanding was that this was a perpetual state for her, that she was totally 
consecrated to God. However, some disagreed based on the references to Christ’s brothers and sisters in 
Scripture (it is worth noting that the terms used did not have the restrictive sense that our English words 
have, and could mean close relations). The Second Council of Constantinople gave her the title (which had 
been widely used already) of Ever-Virgin (aeiparthenos).
The Immaculate Conception, the teaching that from the very beginning of her life she was kept free from 
sin, was the subject of much debate in the middle ages. An English theologian Eadmer writing in the 12 
century summarised the view in favour by saying ‘potuit, decuit, fecit’ (it was possible, it was fitting, therefore it 
was done); other wrestled with the idea that Our Lady still needed redemption, which the Immaculate 
Conception might militate against. The teaching became universally accepted, and popular devotion was 
strongly in favour – finally, in 1854 Pope Pius IX formally defined the teaching under papal infallibility.
The last dogma (so far), the Assumption, was widely held. S. John Damascene wrote in the sixth century that 
there was neither grave nor relics of Our Lady because of her bodily assumption. By the ninth century the 
feast was widely established across the Christian world. There was something of a momentum after the 
definition of the Immaculate Conception with many many of the faithful appealing to successive popes to do 
the same with the Assumption. Pope Pius XII asked the Bishops of the world if they thought it would be 
appropriate, which they did with near unanimity; he then wrote Munificentissimus Deus in 1950 which formally 
defined the teaching that at the end of her life, Our Lady was taken (both body and soul) into heaven.
These four dogmas, along with so much else which has been said and thought about Our Lady show the great 
care which the Catholic Church has always had to honour her; the great love which Catholics have always had 
for her. At the heart of all of this honour is that moment when S. John (representing all Christians who would 
join him) was told by Christ (then hanging on the Cross) to regard her as his mother.   Fr. Thomas. 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead
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